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. If we unsh to form a just estimate of the hnman 
character in its progress through the various stages 
of dvilizadon, from ignorance and barbarism, to 
science and refinement, we must search into the 
natural causes that actuate the human mind. The 
Kfe of man is prolonged to a remoter period, but 
sulgeeted to more casualities, and greater vicissi* 
tudes of fortune, than most other animals. From 
these causes arises his anxious solidtude about fu« 
-turitj, and an eager desire to know his destin j ; 
and thus man becomes the most superstitious of all 
othCT creatures. In every nation there have been 
multitudes of oracles, augurs, soothsayers, diviners, 
fortune-tellers, witches, sorcerers, ke. whose busi*i 
ness has been to communicate intelligence respect- 
ing futurity, to the rest of mankind. If we attend 
to history, we shall find this theory sufiiciently con* 
firmed by experience. The n}ost superstitious part 
of the spedes are sddiers and sailors, who are more 
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exposed to aocidento than any other class, 
is full of the superstitious observances of the Bo- 
man armies; their regard to omens ; theentraibof 
victims ; the flight of birds, &c. and there are thou- 
sands of brave sailors of the present day, who would 
not siul in the finest ship of the British navy, with- 
out a horse-shoe were nailed on the main-mast 
This pasMon of diving into futurity, naturally pro- 
duced a number of * dealers in destiny's dark coun- 
M^ who soon found it turn out a very lucrative 
profession. From knowing the secrets, it was na- 
turally inferred, that they were the favourites of 
those powers who are supposed to have the future 
happiness of mankind at their disposal. This we 
apprehend is the real source of that power which 
the priesthood hath ever exercised over the human 
mind. Pleasure and pain are the two great prind- 
pies of human action which has given rise to the 
good and evil principle common to all nations. 
Those who held communication and commerce 
with the evil principle, are witches, wizzards, sor- 
cerers, &c. Although we have various laws and 
injunctions against witchcraft in scripture, yet we 
are still as much in the dark as ever, as no defini- 
tion is given of it, nor is the particular actions which 
constitute witchcraft enumerated, so as we can say 
wherein it consists. The story 'of the witch of 
Endor, is a case that throws more light on the sub- 
ject than any other. But she appears to have act- 
ed more in the character of one of oiur second sight- 
ed seers, than one of our modern witches. Ac- 
cording to our notions and ideas of witchcraft (as laid 
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down by that sapierU monarch James VI.), it is a 
poor ignorant old woman, who, through misery or 
malice, gives herself to the devil, soul and body, 
and renounces her baptism ; for which considera- 
tions Satan engages to assist her with his power to 
work a number of petty mischiefs on such as she 
has a spite at ; and sometimes he advances a little of 
the < needfvl^ which, unfortunately for the poor o2i 
hoLgy turns out to be < naething but skloie stanes^ 
and this most unaccountable contract is generally 
sealed by < carnal copulation t And yet, after be- 
lieving this, we call ourselves rational creatures^ 
and other animals we term brutes ! ! Many people 
have wondered, how so exalted a personage as the 
devil formerly was in days of yore, should latterly 
have taken up with such low company as our mo- 
dern witches. He who tempted the very fathers of 
the church in so many various ways ; who kept the 
whole priesthood of the Catholic church constantly 
on the alert with holy water, exorcisms, &c. only 
to keep him in check ; who often attacked Luther 
and our other reformers, in very ungentlemany dis* 
guises ; and had even the audacity to insult our co- 
venanted saints, by bellowing like a bull, grunting 
like a pig, or groaning like a dying man. These 
were pranks something worthier of a devil than the 
tricks played off by the witches. Our King James 
gives the reason, because < the consumation of the 
world, and our deliverance drawing neere, makes 
Satan so rage the more in his instruments, knowing 
his kingdom to be so neere an etid.^ James was a 
little out in hb reckoning here, < the consumation 
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of the muM* not having taken place as yet, and the 
deirir« kingdom turning oot Co be rather better ea« 
taUished than his own. So far was it horn being 
near an end, that it was on the increase, caused 
chiefly by the absurd and stupid laws that were en« 
acted against it by himself and successors. The 
devil^s kingdom is not to be destroyed by acta 
of parliament and burning of witches ; these expe* 
dients have been tried in vain all over Europe and 
America, without effect ; but now, when every pec* 
son can bewitch with impunity, not a witch is to be 
found ; and the devil, though left at large, has re» 
treated to the Highlands and islands, where he is 
seldom seen, even by those who have the second 
sight. The true engines for battering the strong 
holds of Satan, and driving him and bis imps into 
utter darkness, are science and philotophy ; these 
are the weapons that have compelled him to retro- 
gade movements, after lavishing rivers of holy wa- 
ter in vain. Thus the terrific claws of the devil^ 
when seen by the distempered eyes of ignorant bi^ 
gotry, appear to us truly horrible^ but when viewed 
through philosophical spectacles, look as harmless 
as the laraivskin ^oves of a fine lady. 

These stories, however, convey a strong likeness 
of the times in which they were acted. In our day, 
it is almost impossible to believe, Aat hunian be« 
ings couid give credit to such gross absurdities 9B 
we have laid before the puUie in this litde work^ 
were the evidenite not indubitable. Far less, that 
judges, lawyers;, and divines, should unite in muiv 
Bering such numbers of pckw ign<Mrant heJ^ess oeiu 
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tiires, for such :mad chimeras, when it is hard to 
say, whether the poor victam, or the insane judges, 
were under the greater delusion. These wonder- 
ful tales of the doings of the devil with the witches, 
are taken from their own confessions, and from their 
deloHnff of one another, as it is called. To us it 
does not appear improbable, but that too many of 
the poor deluded wretches actually imagined them- 
selves to be witches. Nor will this appear so very 
surprizing, if we consider the circumstances of the 
case. At that period, any person who doubted of 
witchcraft, was looked upon as an athiest, and 
worse than mad ; the whole country, from one end 
to the other, was continually ringing with tales of 
witches, devils, and fairies, with such other trash. 
Is it not thc^n most likely, that people should dream 
about them ? and is there any thing unnatural in 
supposing, that they should mistake these dreams 
for realities ? as is evidently proved in several cases, 
and then confess, not the actions they really did, 
but the effects of their own disordered imagination. 
Moreover, when confined for this imaginary crime, 
they were tortured in all manner of ways, deprived 
of sleep, flung into water, and brodU, as they called 
it, being striped naked and seiurched for the devil^s 
mark, in the most indecent manner. These con- 
fessions, after they were made, were nothing more 
than the wild ravings of a distempered imagination ; 
and such a tissue of inconsistencies, as no person of 
the present day would listen to. An old woman in 
the Isle of Teree (as related by Mr Frazer, page 
165), took in her head that she was in heaven no 
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less, and had cat and dfank than ; and ao firmly 
bad the pow creature inJbibed the notioii^ that it 
was with wome diffieulty die oouU be uBdaaeived* 
A ciirioiM aooount of a pretended meeting with the 
devil, is given by agentlemanof Normandy, in die 
Memoirs of Literature for November 1711. 

« The pretended meetings about wUdi tboae who 
bdieve they have been at it» relate so many extra, 
vagant things, is only in their imagination. I own^ 
that aome country peofde, eapeciaUy Aqphcrds, do 
now and then rub their skin with aome narcotiek 
grease or ointments, which cast them into a aoand 
sleep, and fill their imagination wiA a thousand 
visicKis. When they ave thna asleep, tb^ £sncy 
they see every thing that was told tbem ooneermng 
the devii's meeting, by their fivthers, who were als9 
ahepheeds, or wizardi^ if you witt have me to call 
them so. Wheveupon I will inform you of what 
I have been told by a country friend of mine, who 
pretended to have annnd to go tp thedevil^s meet** 
ing with his own sh^herd, who had the reputation 
of bemg a great aoroerer. Having frequently urg- 
ed that shq^berd to carry him thither, at last he 
obtfuned his derire. He went to him in the nig^ 
at the appointed time.: The shepherd immediately 
gave him sonxethiflg to grease Umself withal. He 
look the grease as if he had a mind, to rub his sidn 
With it ; hut be desired that the sbepherdVi aon, 
who was to go to the deviTs meeting with his fib« 
tber, should anoint hisoself first Which b^ng 
donet, that gentleman told the shepherd, that he; 
should be glad to know what would become of the 
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ymuig aMD. Not kmg alter^ thie if oubg man Mk 
fitti asleem imd when lie isnwaked, though he h«d 
not stirred froei that place, he gave an account of 
everj thing he thought he had seen: at the ^devii^a 
mmimg; andereniiAiaedseTenilpeihsoiis'whomha 
pretended to have seen there. M j friend perceiv* 
ed thcDt. that what is coonnonlj euud of the deviPs 
weeting iras- a mere fancy. I have told yqu this 
story, that jou xoaij impart it to your brethren, 
who being prqposseat with popular errora about 
wtixdnsrafty do frequently hang and bum poor 
#retehe^ whoae crimen does only consist in the 
weakness of their imagiiiatitm.?* 

A thoiisand more instanees Bsight be produced 
to show„ thsft the: devil fa^ no meetii:^ any where, 
but im tiierpertusbM^ byain ef ignorant Credulity. 
The histsory of superistilion is howiey^ of great use; 
wie ih^:<e se^ its dang^oii^ iiMi«»ence upon the 
peace and happiness of society-— its degrading e& 
fleets ufon the character and manners of nations, 
in morality, Kterature, jurisprudence, and science. 
Theology seems to have been particularly infected 
with this pestiferous contagion. The clergy were 
generally in the front rank of witch-hunters, and 
through th^ influence, the most of them were put 
to death. In places where the minister was in- 
flamed with a Tioly sseal against the devil and his 
emissaries, such as Pittenweem and Torrybum, 
the parish became a perfect hot-bed for the rearing 
of witches ; and so plentiful a crop did it produce^ 
that it appeared nothing else could thrive. But in 
places where the minister had some portion of hu« 
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manitj, and a little common sense, the devil yerjr 
rarely set foot on his territories, and witchcraft was 
not to be found. Since the repeal of the statutes 
against witchcraft, several prosecutions have been 
instituted against witches, who were convicted and 
punished ; but it was bewitching silly ignorant peo- 
ple out of their money, goods, and common sense, 
by pretending a knowledge of futurity— *a power of 
relieving maladies in man or beast— or procuring 
the affection of some favourite swain to a love-sick 
maiden. The dupes of these impostors do not alto- 
gether escape, as they are made the laughing stock 
of their neighbours ; and by these means evexk this 
trade is now nearly annihilated. Happily for our 
times, the refulgent br^htness of philosophy and 
science, hath dispelled these dark clouds of benight- 
ed superstition, and left us in possession only of 
our natural powers and faculties, which are quite 
enough. 

EniTOR. 
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J/HX manifold untruths which aie s{nre4 abroad 
concerning the detestable actions and apprehenaioil 
of those witches whereof this hisUaie following true- 
1^ entreatetb, hath caused me to publish the saiki^ 
in printy and the rather for diat sundrie written 
eoppies are lately dispersed thereof, contiuning that 
the said witches were first discovered by meanes of 
a poore pedlar travelling to the towne of Trenent; 
and that by a wonderfull manner hee was in a mo- 
ment conveyed at midmght from Scotland to Bur* 
deux in France (bong places of no small distance), 
ijito a merchants sellai^ there ; and after being fenjt 
from Burdeux into Scotland by certaine Scotti^ 
merchants to the Cng^s Majestie, that he discover- 
ed those witches, and was the cause of thdr appre* 
hension; with a number of matters miraculous and 
incredible: all which in truth are most false. Never^ 
tfaeless, to satisfie a number of honest mindes, who 
4re deflirous to be infimned of the veritie and truth 
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of thor Gonfes^oiis, which for cerlaintie is more 
stranger than the common reporte ranneth, and ;et 
ifith mote truth. I have undertaken to pubUsb 
this short Treatise which dedareth the true dis- 
course of all that happened, and as well what was 
pretended hy those wicked and detestable witches 
aguDSt the King's Majestie; as also by what means 
they wrought the some. 

All which examinations (gentle reader) I have 
here truly published as they were taken and utter* 
ed in the presence of the Elog^s MajesUe, praying 
thee to aoeept of it for veritie, the tame haag so 
true 89 cannot be reproved. 
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^tmj i)y his omnipotent power^ hath At all times? 
and daily dooth take such care, and is go vigilant 
for the weale and preservation of his owne, that 
thereby he disappointeth the wicked practices ^<i 
evil intents of ail such as by any means whatsoever 
seeke indirecUy to conspire any thing contrary to 
his holy will : Yea, and by the same power he hath 
lately overthrowne and hindered the intentions and 
wicked dealings of a great number of ungodly crea- 
tures, no better than devils ; who su£Pering them- 
selves to be allured and enticed by the Devil whcna 
they served, and unto whom they were priviMieljT 
swome, entered into the detectable art o£ witchcraft^ 
which they studied and practised so long time, that 
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m the eode they had seduced by their sorcerie a 
number of others to be as bad as themBehres, dwdU 
iog in the bounds of Lowtheo, vhich ii a. prind- 
ptjl shire or part of Scotland, where the Kinges 
Hajestie useth to make his chcifest retddence or 
abode; and to the ende that their detestable wick- 
edneste which they prively had pretended against 
the Kingea Majestie, the commonweale of that 
Ciountrie, with the nobihtie and subjects of tha 
■ame, should cotne to light Grod of his unspeak. 
able goodness did reveale and Ime it open in verie 
stnnge sorte, thereby to make known to the world 
diat thrar actions were contrarie to the lawe of God 
and the naturall affection which we ought generally 
to beare one to another. The manner of the re- 
Tcaling whereof was as foUoweth. 

Within the towne of Trenent, in the kingdoms 
of Scotland, there dwelleth one David Seaton, who 
being deputie bailiffe in the sud towne, had a nuud 
called GeiHies Suncone, who used secretlie to ab- 
sent and lie forth of her maisters house every other 
night. This Geillies Suncane tooke in hand Jo 
beipe all such as were troubled or grieved with 
aHie kinde of dckneas or infirmitie, and in short 
space did perfonne many matters most miraculous ; 
which things, forasmuche as she began Co do them . 
upon a sodiune, having never done the like before, 
made her muster and others to be in great admi- 
ration, and wondered thereat : by meanes whereof 
the saide David Seaton had fab maide in great sub- 
pition that shee did not those things by naturail 
and lawful! w^es, but rather supposed it to be doue 
by some extraordinorie and uolawfull meanest 
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•- Whereupon' her maistc^ began^to grow vene in* 
quisitivej and exannhied her wtiich ^a,j and by what 
meaneto sbee wkfif shle to performe matters of so 
great importance ; whereat shee gave him no aun« 
swere : nevertheless, her maister to the intent that 
hee might the better trie and finde out the truth 
of the same, did with the help of others torment 
her with the torture of the piUiwinkes upon her fin- 
gers, which is a griveous torture, and binding or 
wrinchmg ber head with a cord or roape, which is 
a most cruel torment also, yet would shee not con- 
fess anie- thing ; whereupon they suspecting that 
thee had beene marked by the devill (as commonly 
witches are,) made diligent search about her, and 
found the enemies mark to be in her fore crag, or 
fore part of her throate ; which bdng found, shee 
confessed that all h^ doings was done by the wick- 
ed allurements and entisements of the devil, and 
that shee did them by witchcraft. 

After this her confession, shee was committed to 
prison, where shee continued a season, where im- 
mediately shee accused these persons following to 
bee notorious witches, and caused them forthwith 
to be apprdiended, one after another, viz. Agnes 
Sampson, die eldest witche of them all, dwelling in 
Haddington; Agnes Tompsonof Edenbrough; 
Doctor Fian, alias John Cuningham, master of the 
flcheole at Saltpans in Lowtfaian, of whose life and 
strange acts you shall heare more largely in the 
end of this. discourse. ' 

Tfaeise were by the saide Geillies Duncane ac- 
cused, as also George Motts' wife, dwelling in Low* 
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Uiiait; Bobert Qiienonf kki^^W; aad AaiKt 
Bltwiila«dii; with the pottm «i£e«fSeid«ai; the 
noitli at the' Brigge Hdlin, wiA iaAunctabl* 
other* in dio§e putii wid dwdliqg in those bcMods 
aforewd, of whom some sk alnadie execated* tbm 
tmt remaine in priton to reoeiTe thedoome of jxt^gft- 
ment at the "SJaga MajeatieB will and pleasiue. 

The sude Geilliea Duoeaae daocaraied Ewjdia- 
Bte Mecalrean to bee i^iptidiewled* who coasptred 
and perfonned the deatl) of her godfather, and wtm 
used her art upon a gantJeiaan, bong «ne of tha 
Lordes and Justicct of the Sesuoo, fer beaimg 
good>wiU to her dauj^ter. Skee alao caused to he 
apprehended one Barbaia Napo", for bewitching to 
death Aichbalda isit Earle of Angua, who lan- 
guished to death l^ tntcboaft, and yat Am same 
was not EUfipeoted ; butdiathe diedaf-aoatranges 
disease as the j^iisitiott knew* not how to euic cr 
remedie the same. Butofallotbertheuid witches, 
these two last before recated, weve rqiuted for aa 
civilbcmeet women as asie that d.welLed within tlie 
dtUe of £denbnHi^, before they M&t qifureheBd* 
ed. Many otber besides w«ie taken ^iwelliiig in 
Lieth, wbo are detayned in priaon mtil bis M^ 
jesties further will and pleasme be kmnme; of 
whose wicked dooinga you shall pArtJodarly^eare, 
which was as followeth. 

This aforesadde Agnes Sampam, which was t^ 
ddm witcbct was taken and breu^t to Haliiiud 
House before the Einges Alajestie, and sondiie 
other c£ the nobilitie of Scotland, whoe ^ee was 
■stiaytly examined i butaQlbe pniuauass "Mek 



iKe King^s Majestie tised to her, with the reat of 
his cbuncell, might not provoke or induce her to 
confess any thing, but stoode stiffley in the deniall 
of all that was layde to her charge ; whereupon 
they caused het to be conveyed away unto prison, 
there to receive such torture as hath been lately 
provided for witches in that countrie ; and for as 
muche as by due examination of witchcraft and 
witches in Scotland, it hath lately beene founde 
that the devill dooth generally marke them with a 
privie marke, by reason the witches have confessed 
themselves, that the deviU doth licke them with his 
tong in some privie part of their bodie, before he 
dooth reodve them to bee his servants, which mark« 
commonlie is given them under the haire in some 
part of their bodie, whereby it may not easily be 
found out or seene, although they bee searched ; 
and generally so long as the marke is not seene to 
those which search them, so long the pardes which 
have the marke will never confess anie thing. 
Therefore by special commandment this Agnee 
Sampson had all her haire shaven off^ n each part 
of her bodie, and her head thrawane with a rop« 
according to the custome of that countrie, being a 
payne most grieveous, which they continued almost 
an bower, during which time shee would not confess 
anie thing untill the divel^s marke was founde upon 
her privities, then shee immediately confessed what^ 
soever was demaunded of her, and justifying those 
persons aforetaide to be notorious witches. 

Itemf the said Agnes Sampson was after brought 
againe before the Kinges Miyestie and his oounc0U« 



md hmg exmined fff the meetrng md detf^abh 
dealiii|;8 of those witches, sbee oonfeflsed, that upon 
(be night ^ Ailhayow Even last, shee was aoeonu 
panied as well with, the pemnis aforesaidi^ as alsp 
with a great many other witches, to the numb^ of 
two hundreth, and that all they tofether went to 
iea, each one in a riddle or civ^ and went into th^ 
same very substantiidly, with flaggons of wine^ 
n^ng merrie and drinldng by the way in the sama 
nddles or cives, to the Kirke of North Barrick m 
Ix>wth]an, and that after they had kindcd, took* 
hands on the lande and daunced tUs rail or d¥Vt 
daunce, singing idl with, one voio^ 

Commer goe jfc tj^ff commer gpe jftp 

Gifff^ mO noi goe b^bre^ comoier kt me^ 
At whidi time tbee confessed, that this CMUioi 
I>unc8ne did goe before ihem playing this d^ 
or daunce, uppoii a small trumpe, called a Jew^ 
tnunpe, iintifl they entred into the Erke of North 
Barricke. 

These confesscms made the Kinge in a wondeR^ 
full admiration, and sent for th^ saide Gillie Pun* 
cane, who upon the like trumpe did play the saida 
daunce before the Kinges Mijestie^ who in mpect 

of the strangeness of these matters, tooka great de- 
list to be present at their euminations, 

JUnh the said iVgnes Sampson confessed, that the 
^vill, being then at North Baoacke Sjrke attend- 
ing their coming, in the habit or Uk^iass pf amaot 
and seemg that Aey tanied ^var Jong, hee at theif 
coming lenjoined them all to a p^manpe, whic^ w^s, 
that they should kiss his butto^fabs, ip«^pf d#ty 
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tohisAi which bcJDg put over iltepuipitbarcf, every 
one ^ as h^ had enjomed them t and having mad^ 
hia uttgodly exhortatums^ wherein- he did greatly 
hrragh against the Kinge of Sootfamd, he reedved 
their oathei for th^ good and true service towaid^ 
nini^ and departed ; whidi done, they returned to 
aeE^ and so home aginn. 

At which time the witdbes demaunded of this 
devill why hie did beaie such hatred to the Sjnge f 
Who answered, by reami the Kinge is the greatest 
enemie hee hath in the world. * All which their 
confesinons and depositions are still eictant upon re* 
cord. 

Itentj the saide Agnes Sampsbn confessed IMbre 
the Kinges Majesde sundne things, which were sd 
miraculous and strange, as that his Majestic saide 
they were all extreme liars ; whereat diee answer- 
ed, shee would not wish his Majestie to suppose 
her Words to be false, but rather to belkve them, 
in that shee would discover such matters unto faimi 
as his Majesde should not anie way doubt o£ 

And thereupon taking his Majestie a little a^e, 
sh^ decboed unto him ihe verie woides which pas^ 
ed between the Kinges Majestie and his Queene at 
TTpsb in Norway the first night of marriage, with 
the answere ech to other ; whereat the Kinges Ma^ 

*^ameB» who boasted Uiai he was bom in < the purest choitb 
on earth/ and whose courtiera caDed bim * the Childe 6f God,* 
itanodoiACb^ltrgntiBedst <^ deelaMtto of thedevitlp 
hatred, • because he was his greatest, enemieron earth.' Tbk 
was sudis piece of -flatteiyBa.fttitedtiie jnaadunof tbeino* 
4uuxh'8 intdkcts. £0i 
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jestie wondered greatly, ttid 6ware by tbe living 
Gody that he believed all the devills io h^l oould 
not have discoveced the same, acknowledging her 
words to be most true, and therefore gave the more 
credit to the rest that is before declared. 
. Touching this Agnes Sampson, vhee is tbe onlie 
woman who by the devill's perswadon should have 
intended and put in execution the Kinges Majesties 
death in this manner. 

Shee confessed that shef tooke a blacke toaitey 
and did hang the same up oy tbe heeles three dai^ 
and collected and gathered the venpme it dropped 
and fell from it in ane oister shell, and kept the 
same venome close covered, untill shee should ob- 
tune anie part or peece o£ foule linnen cloth that 
bad appertained to the Einges MajesUe, as shirt, 
handkercher, napkin, or anie other thing, which shee 
practised to obtaine by meanes of one John Kers, 
who being attendant in his Majesties chamber, de- 
sired him for old acqudntance between them, to 
help her to one or a peece of such a doth as is 
aforesaide, which thing the saide John Eers denyed 
to heipe her to, saying he coulde^ot helpe her ui^ 
to it. , . j ... 

. And the saide Agnes Sampson by her depositions 
lunoe her apprehension, saith, that if shee had ob* 
tayned anie one peece of linnen cloth which the 
Einge had wome and fowlede, shee had bewitched 
him to death, and put him to such extraordinarie 
paines, as if he had been lying upon, sharp thomes 
and endes of needles. 
Moreover shee confessed^ that at the time when his 
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litajestie wius^in J>6iiiiiarke, shee being accompanied 
by the parties before speciallie named, tooke a cat 
and christened it, and afterwarde bounde to each 
ptrt of that cat, the eheefiest part of a dead man, 
and ABTi^ial joynts of his bodie ; and that in the 
night fcdbwing, the saide cat was convayed into 
the n^ddest .of the sea by all die mtches, sayling 
in their riddles or cives, as is afixesaid, and so left 
tl^e saide cat right before the towne of Lieth in 
Scotland. This doone,. there did arise such a tem- 
pest in the sea, as a greater bath not beene scene ; 
whiph tempest was the cause of the perishing of a 
boat or vessel coming over from the towne of Brunt 
Islande to the towne of Lieth, wherein was sundrie 
jewelles and rich giftes, which should have been 
pres^ted to the now Queene of Scotland at her 
Majesties coming to Lieth. 

Againe it is confessed, that the said christened 
cat was the cause that the Kinges Majesties shippe 
at his coming forth of Denmarke had a contrarie 
winde to the rest of his shippes then being in his 
companie, which thing was most strange and true 
as the Kinges Majestie acknowlegeth, for when the 
rest of the shippes had a faire and good winde, then 
was the winde contrarie ^nd altogether against his 
Majestic; and further, the sayde witche declared, 
that his Majestie had never come safely from the 
sea, if his faith had not prevailed above th^ir in* 
tention&* 



* It no doubt.reipittied the penetnttion of a witch to discover 
the strength of Jama's faith» which prevailed against their in- 
cantations, and saved him from perishing at sea. Those who 

c 
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Moreover, the nide witdbes being 
how the divell would uae them when he iMtt m Adr 
compaiiicb they oottfened, that when the dird ^^JBd 
leejrere theme for his eerfentes, imd fbaSt they had 
T^wed tfaemfldves tinto him, tbcti he woiilde emf^ 
mdly use them, albeit to their little pleasure, in i^ 
flpect to his oidde nature, "* and would doe the like 
at Bundrie other times* 

As touching the aforesaide Doctor Fian, alias 
John Cunningham, the examinatioii of his wSten 
since his ap prdtenskm, dedartth the great sabieU 
tie of the divell, and therefore aoaketh thinges to 
appeare the more miraculous; for being ap{ire^ 
iMided by the accusation of the saide Geillieft 
Duncane afc»esaide, who oonfossed he was their 
register, and that there was not one man suffered 
to come to the divePs readinges but onlie hee, the 
saide Doctor was taken and imprisoned, and used 
with the accustomed peine provided for those of- 
fences, inflicted upon the rest as is aforesaide. 

Firstj by thrawing of his head with a rope, 
whereat he would confess nothing. 

conducted the ezamination of the witches, no doubt knew well 
enough how to eztnu:l this little |nece of ddicate flattery from 
tlie hags, 80 gratifying to the palate of thdr oaster. Bt>. 

* ^ the leeoida of the kirfc-veaioa of ToriTbunu in Fife^ 
shire^ lo kte as 1705, is the confession of one lillias Eddie, a 
supposed witch, who immediately after she had been mitiated 
in the infernal myst^es, was taken behind a stook, it (being 
harvest time), and carressed by the devil She likewise com* 
plains that Ids e mb r a ce s wfere cdd and unsatisfectory* The 
gross indelicacy of such stories aie only to he ejuaUed by their 
absurdity. What a picture does it ptesent to readefs of the 
present day, of the manners of that age, when such tofto cottM 
be grayely discussed by the King in coundll 1 1 
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Septmdfyf. bee wa3 persuaded by faire memes to 
coufease bis foUica, biit tbat would prevail as Utde. 

LasOffj bee was put to tbe most severe and oroeU 
paiae ia the worlde, oaUed tbebootes, wllo> after be 
had reo^ved throe strokes, bdng inquired if bee 
would oovfess bis dflfmiahle actes and wicked life^ 
bis tooqg would not serve him toispeake) in reqpeet 
whereof tjhe nest of the witchea willed to seavcfae bb 
toimg,. Udader which was. found two pinnes thurst up 
wt» tb^beade; whereupon the witshes did say, 
naiw 19 the eharm alatttedy aud shewed, that those 
cbfiriiied' p&Ques wexe the cause be could not cou&sse 
nything^: thi»i wa8.be immediately veleased of tke 
booN% brought before the King, bis eonfossiott was 
taken, and his own band willingly set dierettnto^ 
which contained as foUoweth : 

Firsts that at the genecatt meetii^^ of those 
witdies,^ he was always pre8ent^««»that he waa darke 
to all those that were in subjection to the divei^s 
service, bearing the aaaae of witches,i—tbat alwuys 
bee did take their oatbes iw their true sevvice to 
tho divel, and that be wrote for diem sucb matters 
as the divel still pteased to command him. 

UcMf kee confessed that by his witehcraft hee did 
bewitch a gentlemaa dweiiing neare to lite Saltpans, 
^idiere the said Doctor kept scboole, only for being 
eimmoured of a gmttewoman whome he loved hiaEK 
sdf ; by meanes^of which his sorcery, witchcraft, 
and divetish pnactices, hee caused the said gentle- 
mai> that once in xnii bowers, be foU into a lunacy 
and madness, and &&• continued ooe whole ham&t 
together; andfordieverhaeof the same, he caused 
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the gentlanM) to be brought before the Kinges Ms- i 

jeatie, which was upon the xxiia day of Decetnher ( 

last, and being in his Majesties chamber, suddenly 
bee gave a great ecritch, and fell into madness 
somettme bending himself, and sometime capering 
so directly up, that his heade did touch the seeling 
of the chamber, to the great admiration of his Miu ■ 

jestie and otha^ then present ; so that all the gen. ' 

tlemen in the chamber were not able to hold him, i 

untill they called in more faelpe, who tt^ietba* bound I 

him hand and foot ; and suffering the stud gentle. j 

maa to lie still until his furie were past, bee within ^ 

an bower came agiune to himselfe, when being 
demaunded l^ the Eingee Majestic what he saw or 
did all that vbile, answered, that be had been in a 
sounde sleepe. 

Item, the attde Doctor did idso oonfesse, that hee j 

had used meanes sundrie times to obtiune bis pur- 
pose and wicked intent of the same gentlewoman, 
and seeing himselfe disappmnted of his intaitioo, 
hee determined by all wayes bee might to obtnne 
the same, trusting by conjuring, witchraft, and sor- 
ceiie, to obtnne it in this mann^. 

It happened this gentlewoman being anmuried, 
had a brother who went to schoole with the saide 
Doctor, and calling the saide scboller to him, de> 
maunded if hee did lie with his uster, who answer- 
ed be did, by meanes whereof he thought to obtain 
his purpose, and Uierefore secretly promised to 
teach him without stripes, so he woulde obtune tax 
bim three hairs of his sister's printees, at such time 
u hee should s{He best ocoantw for it,; wbidi the 



ywA proBUMd faithfuUj tO' ptcfanm^ aiid vowedt 
apaodUj to put it in. jfmeAcs, taiaag a piece of eoiu 
jured paper 9£}m wmstet. to bp them in when hee 
hid gotten thenij; aad thereupon die boy practised 
mgbtly tio €hltm» hia matato's purpose^ especiaOjp 
when hia nst^ waa asleep. 

But 6od» who knoveA the secset of all hart% 
and neveateth aJL wicked and un^godly piBctiee% 
would not suffer the intents of this diveli^ Doetw 
to come to tibat purpose irbkh hee supposed it 
woulde> and therefoK to declaire that bee waa 
beaviljr offmdedrwith his wicked intent^ did so work 
by. the gendewoman^s own meanest that in tbe eada 
tike same was diseovcred and brought to< lights ; 
fix shee being one n^t askcp^ and hev bvother in 
bed with her, sodainly cried out tv her modieiv de^ 
dktfing'thal bee fanotfaee wonlde nofc soiiier her to 
aie^M ; wherenpan, her mother faamig a qoicfce csii^ 
paatie^ did vehemendy suspeofe Bockr Hm^s is* 
taniioBy. by veason slMa- was a* witeh of taemelf, and 
t h arcfar e presoitly arose, and was Tery inquidtive 
of the boy to understand hia intent, and the bettor 
to know the same, did beat htm wMi sundiie stripes, 
whereby hee diaeoyeredl the tmdi. unto hen 

The mother,, tfaevefoie, being' well practised^ in 
witchcraft, dklt thinfce it most oQarenient %» nwete 
wadt the Dectoc in lua owne arte^ and thereupon 
took the paper from the boy wherein hee would 
have put the same haires^ and. went to *a y4>ng 
heyfer which nef^er had> borne calf,, nor gone luito 
the buH^ and with: a; paire oi^ sheares dipped <rfF 
three haires ^m the udder of the cow, and wrapt 

3 
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them in die nme paper, which chee agsin defiVer* 
ed to the boy, Aen wilfing him to give the same to 
his Made maister, which hee immedktely did. 

The flchook maister, so soone as he did redeve 
them, thinkii^ them indeede to be the maidft haires, 
went stnught and wrought his arte upon them : 
But the Doctor had no sooner done his intent to 
them, but presentiy the hayfisr cow, iHiose haires 
Aey wore indeede, came unto the door of the 
church wherein the schoole maista* was, into the 
which the hayfer went, and made towaids the 
schoole maister, leaping and dancing upon him, 
and following him forth of the dmroh, and to What 
place soever he went, to the great admiration of all 
the townsmen of Saltpans, and many othen who 
did behdd the same. 

The Ttport whereof made all men imagine that 
hee did worice it by the divel, witiiout whome it 
coulde never have be^i so sufficientiy eflfected ; and 
hereupon the name of the saide Doctor Fian (Who 
was but a young man), began to grow common 
among the people of Scotland, that he was secretly 
nominated- for a notable conjurer. 

All which, although in the beginning be denied, 
and woulde not conlesse, yet having fdt the pmne 
of the bootes, * (and the charme stinted as albre^ 
saide) hee confessed all the aforesaide to be most 



* We have no doubt that tiie bootes were a most efllcacious 
engine to procure a* confession, and tbe Doctor would most 
likelj hare confessed tbat he had the msim in his pock^ bjr the* 
same means. En. 






trtie^ Mtlkn^rt ph)dMiig atiy Mritai^Sied to' justifie 
the sam^ ; aftid tlv^6ttpcm before thef Kidga Itlbji^ 
tie hee subderibed tKe iMyd oemfesssion^ with his 
&wiLe hatilde, whidk for trcfth reaiAinedi tipon re- 
cord ifi Sootland. 

After that the d^pomtions and examinations of 
the sayd Doctor Fian, alki^ Ganingfaam, was takeil, 
as almkKe its dedai^, with his oWn hand wUHhgly 
set thereunto, hee was by the maiAtejt of the piisoti^ 
comikiited to ward, oi^d appointed to a 6bambar by 
himselfe, where fbresaking his wicked wayes, ac-* 
kiiowledging his most tmgodiy life, shewing tliat 
hee had too mueb followed the ailurements and en- 
tieeiaents of Saithan, aaid fondly pitetised his con- 
clusions by coi^^ring, witchcraft, inchantmenfi, 
sorcerie, and such like, he re£ft>iliiced the divel and* 
all h» wicked worke»y yowed to lead the lyfe of » 
Christian, and seemed newly coirr«rfe6d towards 
God. 

The morrow irfter, upon conference had widi 
him, hee granted that the divel had appeared unto 
him in the night before, apparded all in Macke, 
with a white wande in his bande ; and that the 3i» 
vd demanded of him if hee woulde continue hiii 
ftWifuU service, accor*ng to his first oath and pro- 
mise made to that effebt Whome (as hee then 
saide), hee utterly renounced to his face, and said 
imto him in this manuei^, avoidi^, Satan, a^roide, for 
I have listened too much unto thee, and by the saihe 
thou hast undone me, in respect whereof I utterly 
fiirsake &ee : To whome the divel answered, thai 
osea ere diou die tlioa sbatt bee tiaine ; and With 
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ThiM aU dx^ <biie this Bcctor Tim owtimidl 
Yeiie aG^ilarii^ Md aeevied to iMT^aeiraof ki* 
owne soule, and would call upoo: God> Affi^mg 
him^eUV pemteiU fi^ his^ wickfld lyfe ; iieyertiMitoes, 
the aaHie mifA Kee foimd suebi meaa^) tibfit he^^de 
tba key qC th« pmoD doov^ and dmlDber in wlkick 
he was, vhich ia Uie lugkt lie ^xpewsA and flad 
awak tf^Ule Saltpaii^ n^bart he wa» alway ea r«ei!i> 
dent,, and f r^t appveheaded. Of inhoee godiMw- 
departitfe when the Kiaga Mflyealifl had intiUU 
genee, hee pree«»dy caused dUUgeMl iaqinik to^ 
be made for hie appfebenMn ; and for the baiter 
effecting, thereof, bee seati puhUie paodamatioBe iata 
all parte oC hie lend to tba maeeftat By meanaa 
af wboee hot aod beida pmmtla ha ane apuife 
teltaik apd baom^lb to peieon ; and then being ealt* 
ed before the Kings Highness, he was reexamiaeA 
aa weUtQuohiag his d^poxture^ as also touehing all 
that had before beppeoed. 

But this PocfUir, notwithstanding that hia.owne 
confieasion; aj^pearielh reiaeining as reecorde uadea 
hi3 owne bande wnttiag, end the saase th^wnnSo 
fi?;ed in the presence of the Kings M^estie and 
sundtie of his mwseiHy yeit did ha utterly deaia the 
saB>e« 

Thareuppn: the KiAge. M^jaa^ pioroieiriiag his 
stnblKvme willfuUnesS). condbfed aodlima^ned that 
in the time c^ t^s absence baei had entered into 
n^we coi^ereotc^ i«sid It i^e witlk the divaff hia 
mwt^i aod tjmi bea. had beeM again newaljp 
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marked, for the which he was narrowly searched, 
but it coulde not in anie waie be founde; yet for 
more tryal of him to make him confesse, he was 
commanded to have a most strange torxhent, which 
was done in this manner following. 

His nails upon all his fingers were riven and 

pulled off ''with an instrument called in Scottich a 

Tiirkas, which in England we call ar payre df pin-* 

cers, and under eVene nayle there was thrust in 

thro needels over even up to the heads. At all 

which torments notwith3tanding the Doctor never 

shronke anie whit, neither would he then confesse 

it the sooner for all the tortures inflicted upon him. 

■ Then was hee with all convenient speede, by 

commandment, . convaied againe to the torment of 

the bootes, wherein hee continued a long time,' 

and did abide so many blows in them, that hia 

legges were crusht and beaten together as small as 

might bee, and the bones and flesh so bruised, that 

the blood and marrow spouted forth in great a- 

bundance, whereby they were made unserviceable 

for ever. And notwithstanding all these grievous 

paines and cruel torments hee woulde not confesse 

anie thing, so deeply had the divel entered into his 

hart, that hee utterly denied that which he before^ 

avouched, and would saie nothing thereunto but 

this, that what hee had done and sayde before, 

was only done and sayde for fear of paynes which 

he had endured. 

Upon great consideration, therefore, taken by 
the Kings Majestic and his councell, as well for 
the due execution of justice upon such detestablie 
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» tenmir to att oth«n hereafter that shall attampt 
to deale in the lyjte wicked and ui^godlye actipns^ 
a^ witoherafty forcerie» ciuyuratioDt and nicb lyke» 
the saide Doctor Fiaa waa soon after anaigaed,^ 
coadfBHvrfj and adjudged by the law to die, aad 
then to* be burned accordiDg to the lawe of that 
laade provided iai that beballe. Whereupon he 
wi^putiatoacartey and being fii»t straoguled, hee 
waa iaamediateljr put into a greajt fire^ being readie 
provided for thai purpose, and there bucned in the 
Castile Hill of S!df nbrough» on a Sat4»rdaie in the 
ende of Januarie last past, 1591* 

The rest of the witches which are not yet exe- 
cuted, renayne in pnaont till farther triall and 
knowledgis of his M^i^ties pleasure. 

This strange discourse befcre recited, nuiy par- 
haps give some occasion of doubt to sud& tm shall 
hai^pen to reade the. same, and thereby ooryecture 
that the Kings Majestic would hazsarde himselfe 
in the presence of such notorious witches, least 
thereby might have ensued great dagger to hia 
person and the general state of the land, which 
thing in truth might wel have heene feared* But 
to answer generally to such let this suffice ; that 
first it is well known, that the King is the chUd and 
servant of God,, and they but the. servants to the 
devil ; he is the Lord'^s anointed, and th^ but 
vesselea of GodV wrath ; hee is a true Chxistian, 
wd trusteth in (Sod ; they worpe than infidels^ foi; 
they only trust iu the divel, who daily serve themi 
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till hee have brought them to utter destruction. 
But hereby it seemeth that his Highness carried 
a magnanimous and undaunted mind, 'not feared 
with their inchantments, but resolute in this, that 
so long as Grod is Urith him hee ieareth not who is 
against him ; and trulie, the whole scope of this 
Treatise dooth so plattilie hie open the wonderfull 
Proyidence of the Almightie, that if hee had not 
been defended by his omnipotence a!tid power, his 
Highness had never returned alive m his voiage 
from Denmarke, so there is no doubt but God 
woulde as well defend him on the land as on the 
sea, where they pretended their damnable practice. 



FINIS. 



AKOTSER 

ACCOUNT 

OF THB 

FOREGOING TRANSACTIONS, 

Extracted from Sir James Melvil'^s Memoirs, 
page 3889 octavo edition. 



About this time many witches were taken in 
Lothian, who deposed concerning some design of 
the Earl of BothwelPs against his Majesty'^s person. 
Which coming to the said EarPs ears, he entered 
in ward within the Castle of Edinburgh, desiring 
to be tried, alledging that the devil, who was a 
liar from the be^nning, ought not to be credited, 
nor yet the witches, his sworn servants. Especi* 
ally a renowned midwife called Amy Simson affirm- 
ed, that she, in company with nine other witches, 
being convened in die night beside Prestonpans, 
the devil their master being present, standing in 
the midst of them, a body of wax, shapen and 
made by the said Amy Simson, wrapped within a 
linnen cloth, was first delivered to the devil ; who, 
after he had pronounced his verdict, delivered the 
said picture to Amy Simson, and she to her next 
neighbour, and so every one round about, saying, 
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^This i$ King James VI. ordered to be consume at 
the instance of a nobleman^ Fr^icifl Earl Bothwell. 
Afterward again at their meeting by night in the 
kirk of Nortib Berwick, where the devil, clad in a 
black gown, with a black hat upon his head, preach* 
ed unto a great number of them out of the pulpit, 
having light candles round about him. 

The effect of his language was to know what 
hurt they had done ; how many they had gained to 
their opinion since the last meeting ; what success 
the melting of the picture had, and such other vain 
things. And because an old silly poor ploughman, 
called Gray M^lt, chanced to say,, that nothing ail- 
ed the King yet, Grod be thanked, the devil gave 
him a great blow. Thus divers among them en« • 
tred in reasoning, marvelling that all their devilry 
could do no harm to the King, as it had done to 
divers others. The devil answered, U eat un horn* 
me de Dieu^ certainly he is a man of God, and does 
no wrong wittingly, but he is inclined to all God- 
liness, justice, and vertue, therefore God hath pre- 
served him in the midst of many dangers. * Now, 
after that the devil had ended his admonitions, he 
Game down out of the pulpit, and caused all the 
company come kiss his arse ; which they said was 
cold like ice, his body hard like iron, as they 

<* It was certainly very kind in the devil thus to vouch for 
Jameses being * a man of God^ and one who did no wrong wit- 
tingly, but was inclined to all Godliness, Justice, and Virtue.* 
This is a most excellent character. But posterity are inclined 
to he of Earl Bothwell's opinion^ that the devil is a liar, and 
ought not to be credited. £o. 

n 
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tbou^t who haadled luia, faii face was terrible, 
hU nose Uke die beak of an eagle, great burning 
eyes, bis hands and his 1^^ were hoaiy, vitb clawa 
upon his bands and feet like the giiSn ;— he qnke 
with a k)W voice. 

The trioks and tragedies be played then among 
so many men and women in this oountty, will banU 
ly get credit by posterity ; the history whereof^ 
with th^ whole depoations, was written by Mr 
James Carmichael, minister of Haddington. * A- 
mong other things, some of them did shew, that 
there was a westland man, called Richard Graham, 
who had a familiar sprit, the wbicb Richard they 
sud could both do and tell many things, chie6y 
agunst the Earl of Bothwell. Whereupon the said 
Richard Graham was apprehended and brou^t to 
Edinburgh ; and, being examined before his Ma- 
jesty, I bong present, be granted that he bad a fa^ 
miliar spirit which shewed him sundrie diings, but 
he denied that be was a witch, or had any fiequen- 
tati<m with them. But when it was answered 
again, how that Amy Simson had declared, that 
he caused the Earl of Bothwell address him to her, 
he granted that to be true, and that the Earl (rf* 
Bothwell bad knowledge of him by ESe Machal- 
ioun and Barbary Napier, Edinburgh women. 
Whereupon be was sent for by the Earl Bothwell, 
who required hb help to cause the Kings Majesty 
hb master to like well of him. And to that effect 

■ This proUbl; i« the authm of the foregoing > Tnie IMs> 
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he gave the said Earl some drug or herb, willing 
him at some convenient time to touch therewith his 
Majesty^s face. Which being done by the said 
Earl ineffectually, he dealt again with the said 
Richard to get his Majesty wrecked, as Richard 
alledged; who said, he could not do such things 
himself, but that a notable midwife, who was a 
witch, called Amy Simson, could bring any such 
purpose to pass. Thus far the said Richard Ghra- 
ham affirmed divers times before the council; 
nevertheless, he was burnt with the said Simson, 
and many other witches. This Richard alledged, 
that it wa» certain what is reported of the fairies, 
aiMl that sprits may take a form, ^^^ be seen, 
though not fete. 



■■.. -■M^ , 



ADVERTISEMENT. 



From the foregoing * True DiscoursCy it will 
be seen what an active part James took in the exa^ 
mination of Doctor Fian and the other witches. 
From this source he most probably collected those 
materials which he has wrought up into a Daemons - 
olofficy a work which no doubt contributed ta ob-' 
tain for him from the English bishops, the appela- 
tion of < the British Sdomon? In this work he 
appears to be more intimately acquainted with the 
internal polity of the DeMs kingdom, than he was 
with his own. The kingdom of Sailian was then 
in its zenith of power ; but, like other states and 
kingdoms, it has sunk into great weakness and de- 
bility. The ^ horrCd dkly who could then make 
the greatest personages shake in their shoes, cannot 
now frighten a child ; and the ^ roaring lioni who 
used to be going about seeking whom he might de- 
vour, must surely be a better housekeeper than 
formerly, as he is never seen abroad, even by an 
old woman. 



ADVS&TISXMSKT. xli 

From the Daenumologie we have made copious 
extracts, that our readers may have an idea of the 
days of < langsyne,'^ when there was plenty of dielSy 
xvUcheSy JhArieSj and waicr kelpies, all over the 
country. Those, therefore, who are anxioiw to 
know how affairs are managed in the ^ kingdom of 
dmknessy and can rely on the word of a king for 
the truth of it^ will be here amply gratified. 

So, courteous reader, I bid thee farewell. 

The EniToii. 



EXTRACTS 

KING JAMES'S DAEMONOLOGIE, 

ooHcumHe 

SORCERY AND WITCHCRAFT. 



The Firtt Enirem and Prmdthip qf them ffut 
give ihemulva to Witchcn^ 

Thb per«ons that gire themselves to wHcbcnfi, 

are of two §orts, rich and of bettar occompt, poc»e 

and of baser degree. These tvo degrees answere 

to the passions id them, which the divell uses as 

meanes to entice them to his service ; f<x such of 

'sat miserie and povertie, he allures 

r promiBilg unto them great riches 

moditie. Such as though rich, yet 

rate deure of revenge, he allures 

s to get their turne satisfied to 

entment It is to be noted now^ 

d crafUe enemie <^ ours assailes 

iched with any of these two extre- 

le first finde an entresse ready for 

le great ignorance of the person he 

Ded with an evill life, or else by 

ise uid contempt of God. And 
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finding them in an utb^r d^jndre,^ lie prepares the 
way by feeding tbfSQiicraftely ih their humour, and^ 
filling them fti^her.and further .ivith despaire,. 
while hee finde.the time proper to discover himself 
unto them. At which tkn^, either upon their walk- 
ing, sqlitarie inthe fieldes, or else Ipng.pauaing in. 
their bed, but alwaies without the company of .any . 
other, hee, mther by a voyce, or in likenesse of a 
man, inquire3 of. them what troubles them, and 
promiseth th^n a suddaine and.oertaine way of 
remedie, upon condition, on the other part, that 
they follow his advise, and doe such things as .he 
will require of them. Their mindes being pre- 
pared beforehand, they easily agree unto that de- 
mand of his, and syne sets another tryist where 
they may meete againe. At which time, before 
hee proceede any further with them, hee first per- 
swades them to addict themselves to his service, 
which being easily obtained, be then discovers what 
he is unto them, makes them to renounce their 
G^ and baptisme directly, and gives them his 
marke upon some secret place of their bodie, which 
lemiunes soare unhealed while his next nieeting 
with them, and thereafter ever insensible, howso- 
ever it be nipped or pridked by .any, as is daily 
prooved^ to give them a proofe thereby, that as in 
that doing he cquld hurt and heale them, so all 
their ill and well doing thereafter must depend 
upon him ; and, besides that, the intdierable do- 
lour thfit, they feele in, that place whare he hath 
marked them; serves to wakcai them, and not to let 
ibem, rest, while their next, meeting againe ^ fearing^ 
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leat otkannMs they i^gbl riAer feiget hn, being 
at neir pmtiiet, wd aol irdft Mongh founded yet 
in that ficndly fdlie ; or dM» remembertDg of tlist 
boniUe pramiie diey amde him at their last meet* 
iog, they might gkimaer at the same, and ptesae 
to Oill it baeke. At their third meetbge, hee 
makes a shew to be carefuU to performe his pit>- 
miMBy either by taaehing them Wines ha/vt to get 
tbeni8cl?ei rorenged, if they be of that sort, or else 
by teaching them lessons hoir by most vBe and 
ludawftill meanes they may obCaine' gaine and 
worldly commodi t ies if* they be of the other sort 



Tfie Witches actions divided into two partS'^TTie 
actions prcper to their cnn persons^^TheJbrmc 
qfihdr Conveniions and adding qf£keir Master. 

Thbie actions may be divided into two parts ; 
the actions of their owne persone, and the acticms 
prooeeifing fexn them towards any otho* ; and diis 
dirision being well nnderstood, will eaaly resolve 
what 18 posnUe to them to doe. For although 
all that they coitfesse is no lie upon their part^ 
yet doubtksly, in itiy opinion, a pMt (rf* it is not 
indeede according as they lake it to be, fbrtbt 
dxveil iHud^ the senses of these sdioUeis of his in 
many things^^ 

To the efflsct that ^y may performe socfa ser^ 
vices of their fake master as be employs them itt> 
the devill, as God^s ape, connterfats in his servants 
tins service aod forme of adoration that God pre- 
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scribed and made his servants to priEu^tise ; for as 
the servants of Grod publikely use to conveene for 
serving of him, so makes he them in great numbers 
to conveene (though publikely they dare not), for 
his service. As none conveenes to the adoration 
and worshipping of Grod, except they be marked 
with his seale, the sacrament of baptbme ; so none 
serves Satan, and conveenes to the adoring of him, 
that are not marked witl\ that marke whereof I al* 
xeadie spakje. As, the minister sent by Grod teach* 
eth plainely at the time of their publike conven- 
tions, ,how to serve him in spirit and trewth, so 
that unclean spirit, in his owne person, teachethhis 
disciples at the time of their conveening, how to. 
worke all kind of misc^efe, and graves ooumpt of 
all their horrible. and detestable proceedings passed 
for advancement of his service : Yea, that bee may 
the more vilely counterfeit and scorne Grod, he oft 
times makes his slaves to conveene in these viery. 
places which are destinate and ordained for the 
conveening of the servants of God, (I meane by 
churches.) But this farre which I have yet said^ 
I not onely take it to be trew in their opinions, but 
even so to be indeed ; fbr the forme that he used 
in counterfeiting God amongst the Grentiles, inakesi 
me so to think ; as God spake by his <»tu;les, spake 
he not SQ by his p As God had as well bloodie sac« 
rifices, , as others without blood, had not he the. 
like? As God had churches sanctified to big ser« 
vice, with altars, priests, sacrifices, ceremonies^ and. 
prayers, had he not the like polluted to his service P, 
As .God gave responses by Urim and TMmmm^ 
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gave he nai hb rftpones by the intraUes of beasts, 
hjthetmgingof fowlesy and by theiv actiotis in the 
aire? As God by Tiaidnfl) dreames, and extitties, 
leveakd what was to come, and what was his will 
unto his senrants, used hee not the like meanes to 
fbrewnrne his slaves of things to come ? Yea, even 
as God loved cleaaenesse, hated vice and impuritie, 
and appointed punishments therefore, used be not 
the Eke, (though falsly t grant, and but in eseheir. 
ing the lesse inoonvemenee, to draw them upon a 
greater)^ yet disrimulated he not, I say, so ftrre as 
to appoint liis priests to keepe their bodies cleane 
and uadefikd, befisre their asking responses of him ? 
Andfained he not God, to be a proteetour of every 
vertue, and a jost revenger of the contrarie? This 
rawm then aiooves me, that as he is that same di« 
veil, 9Ad as erafty now as he was then, so witt he 
not spare as p^y in these actions that I have 
spoken of concerning the witches'* persons ; but fur- 
ther, witches oft times oonfesse, not only his con^ 
veening m the diurch with them, but his occupy- 
ing of the pnlpit : Yea, their forme of adoration to 
be the kissing of his hinder parts, which, though it 
secme ridiculous, yet may it likewise be trew, see- 
ing w« reads that in CaHcute he appeared in fbrme 
of a goat-bucke, hath publikely that unfaonest ho- 
mage done unto him by every one of the people. 
Sb ambitious is he, and greedy of honour, (which 
pvoeured his fall) that he wiS even imitate God in 
that port where it is said, that Moyses could see 
but the Mndtr parU of Godjbr the brigktnesH of 
Msgbfy. 



Whai are the wayea poasHbU wAerdn/ ihe WUchei 
may iranspori ihemsdtea to places Jktre dJktant f 
'^Jnd whai are hnposaibk and meere Slusioni 
qfSaUmf 



Psi.w-But by what way say th^y^ orthiiAe y^ 
i% possible) they can^'Oome to these unkwMl cdtiw 
▼eutiDDs ? * 

£Fi.--*There k the tlung which I esteerae theii^ 
senses to be deluded in, and though they lie boI hi 
confisssing of ity becuise they thiake it to be trew, 
yet not to be so in substance or eSSeet' ; fbr they itey, 
that by divers meanes they may cott^eene) - c^he:^ to 
the adoring of their master^ or to die= putting ih 
practise any service of his committed ^ntb their 
charge ; one wsf is nattunill, which is nafturall rid- 
ing, gdng, or sailing, at what hdUte their m^tefr 
comeB i|iid advertises them ;< and this way may be 
easily beleeved ; another way is socU^what more 
strange, and yet it is poenble to bee tr^w, which' is, 
by being caried by the ioroe of the spirit, whidi is 
their oonducter, either above the earth; or above 
the sea, swiftly to the placet where they are to meet ; 
which I am perowaded'to bee likewise poissible, in 
xeqpecl, that as Habakfcttk waet csarried by the ahgcil 
in that fimne toithe den wlM»e Dattiel lay, so I 
thinke the diveU will be readi^ to imitato Gbd as 
well in that as in other' tUngs ; which iis^udh more 
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* Th^ Ddemd^ologie is ^tteb "by wa^-oF dialogue, in which 
^UoiMrtiMs-aBdSpistsrtmiieasoB the matter. 
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ponble to him to doe> bang a ipirit, thrai to a 
mighty wiod, being but a Daturallmet«o»ta trans- 
port from one place to another a idide bod;, aa is 
commonly and daily aeene in practite ; but in this 
violent fwme they cannot be caiied but a short 
boundB, agreong with the space that they may re- 
tain th^ Ineatb, for if it were longer, their breath 
could not remain unextinguished, their body bang 
caried in such a violent and forcible manner ; as by 
example, if one Ml off & small height, his life is but 
in perill, according to the hard or tafi lighting ; but 
if one fall from an high and stay rocke, his breath 
will be fordhly banished from the body before he 
can win to the earth, as is ofl seene by ezpeiience ; 
and in this transpwUng they say thnnselves, that 
they are inviuble to any other, except amongst 
themselves, which may also be posnble in my opi- 
nion ; for if the devill may forme what kiode of 
impresaons he pleases in the aire, why may he not 
farre earlier thicken and obacure bo the aire that 
is next about them, by contracUng it straite toge- 
ther, that the beames of any other man's eyes can- 
not pierce throw the same to see them P But the 
third way of th«r comming to their conventi<His is 
that whernn I thinke them deluded ; for some of 
them say, that being transformed in the likenesse 
of a little beast or foule, they will come and pierce 
through whatsoever house or churdi, though all 
ordinarie passages be closed, by whatsoever open 
the aire may enter in at ; and some say, that thar 
bodies lying still, as in an estasie, their spirits will 
be ravi^ed out of their bodies, and caried to such 
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places ; aad for verifying thereof/ will give evident 
tokois, as well by witnesses that have seene theiir 
body lyii^ senseless in the mean time, as by nam-' 
ing persons with whom they met, cuid giving tokeiis 
what purpose was amoiigst them, whom otherwise 
they couUl not have known ; for this forme of jour- 
neying they affirme to use most, when they are 
transported from one conntrey to another. 

Phi.— *But the reasons that moove me to thinke 
that these are meere illusions, are these-— first, for 
them that are transfc^rmed in likenesse of beasts or 
feules, can enter through so narrow passages, al- 
though I may easily beleeve that the divell could 
by his workmanship upon the aire, make them ap- 
peare to be in such formes, either to themselves, or 
to others ; yet how can he contract a solide body 
within so little room ? I think it is directly contrary 
to itselfe ; for to be made so little, ancT yet not di- 
minished ; to be so str^tly drawn together, and yet 
feele no paine, I thinke it is so contrary to the qua- 
litie of a naturall bodie, and so like to the little 
transubstantiate god in the Papists masse, that I 
can never beleeve it. So to have a quantitie, is so 
proper to a solide body, that as all philosophers 
conclude, it cannot be any more without one, then 
a spirit can have one ; for when Peter came out of 
the prison, and the doores all locked, it was not by 
any contracting of his body in so little roome, but 
by the ^ving place of the doore, though unespied 
by the gaylors ; and yet is there no comparison, 
mken this is done, betwixt the power of God and 
tf the divel. As to their forme of extasie and spi« 

£ 
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rituall transporting, it is certaine the soules gcniig 
out of the body, is the onely definition of naturall 
death ; and who are once dead, Grod forbid we 
should thinke that it should lie in the power of all 
the divels in hell to restore them to thor life again, 
although he can put his owne spirit in a dead body, 
for that is the office properly belonging to God ; 
and, besides that, the soule once parting from the 
body, cannot wander any longer in the world, but 
to the owne resting place must it goe immediately, 
abiding the conjunction of the body again at the 
latter day. And what Christ or the prophets did 
miraculously in this case, it can in no Christian 
man's opinion be made common with the divel. As 
for any tokens that they give for proving of this, 
it is very possible to the divePs craft to perswade 
them to these meanes ; for he being a spirit, may 
he not so 'ravish th^r thoughts, and dull their 
senses, that their body lying as dead, he may ob- 
ject to their spirits, as it were in a dreame, and re- 
present such formes oF persons, of places, and other 
circumstances, as he pleases to illude them with ? 
Yea, that he may deceive them with the greater 
efficacie, may he not, at the same instant, by fellow 
angels of his, illude such other persons so in that 
same fashion, with whom hee makes them to be* 
leeve that they mette, that all th^ir reports and 
tokens, though severaUy examined, may every one 
agree with another P And that whatsoever actions, 
either in hurting men or beasts, or whatsoever other 
thing that they falsly imagine at that time to have 
done, may by himselfe or his marrowes at that 
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same time be done indeed ; so as if they would 
give for a token t>f their being ravished at the death 
of such a person within so short a space thereafter, 
whom they beleeve to have poisoned or witched at 
that instant, might he not at that same houre have 
smitten that same person, by the permission of 
Grod, to the farther deceiving of them, and to 
moove others to beleeve them ? And this is surely 
the likelyest way, and most according to reason, 
which my judgement can finde out in this and 
whatsoever other unnatural points of their confes* 
sion. 



WUches actions towards others — Why there are more 

Women qfthett Crcfft then Men — What things are 

possible to them to effecttutte by the power of their 

MasteT'^What is the surest remedy of the harmes 

done by them. 

Phi.— -Forsooth your opinion in this seems to 
cary most reason with it ; and since ye have ended 
then the actions belonging properly to their owne 
persons, say forward now to their actions used to 
wards others. 

Epi.— In their actions used towards others, three 
things ought to be considered ; first, the maimer 
of their consulting thereupon ; next, their part as 
instruments; and, last, their master^s part, who 
puts the same in execution. As to their consultations 
thereupon, they use them oftest in the churches^ 
where they conveene for adoring ; at which time 

2 
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their master enquiruig at them what they would be 
at, eveiy one of them prc^pones unto him what 
wicked tume they would have done, either for ob* 
taining of riches, or for reyenging them upon any 
whom they have malice at ; who granting their de- 
maund, as no doubt willingly he will, sinoe it is te> 
doe evili, hee teacheth them the meanes whereby 
they may doe the same. As for little trifling tumes 
that women have adoe with, he causeth them to 
joynt dead corpses, and to make powders thereof, 
mixing such other thii^ thereamoi^st aa he gives 
unto them. 

Phi.— -But before ye goe further, permit me, I 
pray you, to interrupt you one word, which ye have 
put me in memoiie c^ by speaking of wonen ; 
What can be the cauae that there tfe twentie wo- 
men givm to that craft whem there is one man ? 

Epi.— -The reascm n eaaoe, for as that scxe is» 
fndler than man is, so is it easier to be intnqpped 
in these grosse snares of the divell, as was over- 
weU prooved to be trew, by the serpent's deceiving 
of Eve at the beginning, which makes him the ho- 
melier with tibat sexe sensane. 

Pjn.«^Ret«ume now where ye left. 

Epi. — To some others at these times he teacheth 
how to make pictures of waxe or day, that by the 
roasting thereof, the persons that they beare the 
Bame of may be continually melted or dried away 
by oontinuall acknesse. To some he gives such 
stones ^r ponders as will hdpe to cure or cast on 
diseases; and to some hee teacheth kindes of un« 
ooath poysons, which mediriners understand not ; 
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not that any of these meanes which he teacheth 
them (except the poysons, which are composed of 
tilings naturall), can of themselves helpe any thing 
to these turnes that they are employed in, but onely 
being Grod^s ape, as well in that, as in all other 
things. Even as God by his sacraments, which are 
earthly of themselves, workes a heavenly effect, 
though no wayes by any cooperation in them ; and 
as Christ by clay and spettle wrought together, 
opened the eyes of the blinde many suppose there was 
no vertue in that which he outwatdly applied, so 
the divel will have his outward meanes to be shewes 
as it were of his doing, which hath no part or co- 
operation in his turnes with him, how farre that 
ever the ignorants be abused in the contrarie. And 
as to the effects of these two former psurts, to wit, 
the consultations and the outward meanes, they are 
so wonderfuU, as I dare not alledge any of them 
without joyning a sufficient reason of the possibilitie 
thereof; for leaving all the small trifles among 
wives, and to speake of the principall points of their 
craft, for the common trifles thereof, they can doe 
without converting well enough by themselves, 
these principall points, I say, are these-^-they can 
make men or women to love or hate other, which 
may be very possible to the divel to effectuate, see- 
ing he being a subtile spirit, knowes well enough 
how to perswade the corrupted affection of them 
whom God will permit him to deal with,— they can 
lay the ncknesse of one upon another, which like- 
wise is very possible unto him ; for since by Grod^s 
permission he laide sicknesse upon Job^ why may 

8 
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he not fane eaailior lay it upon any other ? For m 
an old practitiaiiy h^ knowes veil enom^ what 
humour domiaes most in aay of un, and aa 4 qpkk 
he can subtillie waken up the aaine» making it pec- 
cant, or to abound^ as bee thinkes meet, fijr trou- 
bling of us, when God will so permit him. AndSosr 
the takipg off of it» no doubt he will be glad lo re* 
lieye such of present paine as he may tbinke by 
these meanes to perswade to be catched in his ever- 
lasting snares and fetters. They can bewiiob and 
take the life of men or womeo^ by roasting €( the 
pictures, as I spoke of before^ which likewise is 
verie passible to their master to peribnne ; for al- 
though that instrument of waxe have no vertue in 
Aat tume doing, yet may he not '¥0ry well, even by 
the same measure diat his conqured slaves meks 
that waxe at the fire, may he not, I say^^ at these 
eame times^ subtily as a spirJJt, so weakeuand scat* 
ter ^ Sjurits of life of the patient, as may make 
him on the one part, for fiuntnesse, to sweat out 
thebumourof his bodie, and on the other part, for 
the not concurrence of titese spirits,, which causes 
his digestion, so debilitate his stomacke> that this 
humour radicall continuatty, sweating out on the 
one part, and no new good su/cke being put in the 
place thereof for lacke of digs sijion on the other, 
he at last shall vanish away, even as his picture 
will doe at the fire P' Andthat knavish and cunning 
workeman, by troubling him; oo^ly at sometimes, 
makes a proportwn «o neere Inetwist the working 
of th^ one and the other, th4t both »hall end as it 
w<9:e at one timet They cm vaine stncmea and 



tempests Ml 4hfi nm^mik^ upon «eA«r laad^ tfam^ 
ixA umvcsrsdlji bmt iti«ttdi a particidar phoe and 
pnQipiilied bMiif]«, «A Gpi wiii permk them a» to 
trwiblek Whifib Ukeime b verjr easy to he dis* 
oeened fipom i»7 e^ier BatMsall tonfests that are 
mettfoeee^ in fesjpod ef Uae sikMcn audi Tiolenl; raifl« 
ii^ thevoof, togelhar with the abort tndiirii^ of die 
saaie. And this is Ukeviae yerjt possiUe to^ their 
maaber to doe» bee baviiig saich affimtie with the 
aire^ as beii^ a spurit, and banris^ aack power of 
the forming and mooving thereof;, fiir in theScaofi* 
Uare^ thait sdle of the j^rinat of ike mre;, is gtren 
unto liim. They can make folkes to become phreii« 
ticqw or aawmaeqiiiv which Itkewiae is Tery pos^le 
to tkeir laasler: to doe, siotce they are but aatuniil 
mknesseSf. and ao he may hy on theae ^dea as 
wkII a8 any o&ers^ They can aaake spisits ciither 
to foUow and li»ub)e persona, or haunt eettaiae 
botises^and affmy etftentnaea the. inhabitanftfl^ as 
hath been knowae iao be done by our wilshea aA this 
ttme«. And Uke^ise^ they can nrake aome to bee 
poasesa^ with qpixifea, and so to beeome very da« 
aaoDMcques; and das last sort b very poastUe hfce- 
wiae to the drrdl Aeir master to doe, since he may 
easily send faia owne aagete to troiiUe is what fime 
he pleases any whom Gad witt permS hua so to 
use* 

PlU«-«Bttt will: God permit these wicked instro- 
aieata^ by the power of the deviU their master, to 
treuUe by aoy of these meaaca. any that beleeve in 
him? 

SeL«^Nci doubts fox tfaeie ave thiee kioAis of 
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iblkes whom God will permit so to be tempted or 
troubled ; the wicked for thw horrible rinnes, to 
puniah them in the like metMixe ; the godly that 
are sleeping in any great sinnes or infirmities, and 
weaknesse in faith, to waken them up the faster by 
such an uncouth forme ; and even some of the best, 
that their patience may be tried before the world, 
as Job^s was. For why may not God use any 
kinde of extraordinarie punishment, when it pleases 
him, as well as the ordinarie rods of sicknesse or 
other adversities P 

Phi.— Who then may be free from these devilish 
practises? 

Eh.— -No man ought to presume so farre as to 
promise any impunitie to himselfe ; for God hath 
before all be^nnings, preordinated as well the par- 
ticular scHts of plagues, as of benefites, for every 
man, which in the owne time he ordaines them to 
be visited with ; and yet ought we not to be the 
more afraide for that, of any thing that the divell 
and his wicked instruments can doe against us, for 
we daily fight agunst the divell in a hundreth 
other wayes ; and therefore, as a valiant captune 
affiraies no more being at the combate, nor istayes 
from his purpose for the rummishing shot of a 
canon, no^ the small dacke of a pistolet, suppose 
he be not certaine what may light upon him ; even 
so ought we boldly to goe forward in fighting 
agunst the divell, without any great terrour for 
these his rarest weapons, nor for the. ordinary^ 
whereof we have daily the proofe. 

Phi,»-I8 it not lawful! then, by the helpe of 
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some other witch^ to cure the disease that is casten 
on by that craft ? 

Epi.— No wayes lawfiill, fi>r it is an axiotne of 
theologie, that we are not to doe evil, that good 
maie come of it. 

Phi.— •Hour then may these diseases be lawfully 
cured ? 

Err.— Only by earnest prayer unto God, by 
amendment of their fives, and by sharpe pursuing 
every one, accordii^ to his caUing of these instru- 
ments of Satan, whose pumshment to the death 
will be a salutarie sacrifice for the patient. And 
this is not onely the lawfull way, but likewise the 
most sure ; for by the devil's meanes can never the 
devSS be casten tmt^ as Christ sayth ; and when such 
a cure is used, ft may well serve for a short time, 
but at the last it will doubtlesly tend to the utter 
perdition of the patient, both in body and soule. 



What sort g^ FclJces are least or most subject to re-^ 
ceive harm by Witchcraft'^ What power they have 
to harm^ the Magistrate, and upon what respects 
they have any power in prisonr^And to what end 
may or wiU the DevUl appear e to them therem^' 
Upon what respects th>e DeviU appeares in swndry 
shapes to sundry of them' at amy time* 

Phi.— But who dare tiJie upon him to punish 
them, if no man can be sure to be free from their 
unnatural invasions ? 

Eri.-^Wee ought sot the more of that restnune. 
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from vertue, diat the way whereby we clime there- 
unto be straight and perillous ; but, becddes that, 
as there is no kinde of persons so subject to receive 
harme of them, as these that are of infirme and 
weake faith, so have they so small power over none, 
as over such as zealously and earnestly pursue 
them. 

Phi.— Then they are like the pest which smite» 
these sickarest that flies it farthest ? 

Epi.— It is even so with them, for neither is it 
able to them to use any false cure upon a patient, 
except the patient first beleeve in- their power, and 
so hazard the tinsell of his owne soule, nor yet can 
they have lesse power to hurt any, nor such as oon« 
temne most their doings, so being it comes of faith, 
and not of any vaine arrogande in themselves. 

Phi.«— But what is th&r power against the Ma- 
gistrate ? 

Epi.-— Lesse or greater, according as he deales 
with them ; for if hee be slothfuU towards them, 
God is very able to make them instruments to 
waken and punish his sloth ; but if he be the con- 
trary, hee, according to the just law of God, and 
allowable law of all nations, will be diligent in ex- 
amining and punishing of them, God will not per- 
mit their master to trouble or hinder so good a 
worke. 

Phi.— But fra they be once in hands and fir- 

mance, have they any further power in their craft ? 

Epi.-— That is according to the forme of their 

detention ; if they be but apprehended anddetein- 

ed by any private person, upcm other private re- 
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spects, their power no doubt, either in escaping, or 
in doing hurt, is no lesse nor ever it was before ; 
but if, on the other part, their apprehending and 
detention be by the lawfuil magistrate, upon the 
just respects of their guiltinesse in that craft, their 
power is then no greater than before that ever they 
medied with their master ; for where God begins 
justly to strike by his lawful! lieutenants, it is not 
in the devil's power to defraud or bereave him of 
the office, or effect of his powerful and reven^ng 
scepter. 

Phl— -But will never their master come to visite 
them fra they be once apprehended and put in 
flrmance ? 

Epi. — That is according to the estate that these 
miserable wretches are in, for if they be obstinate 
in still denying, he will not spare, when hee findes 
time to speake with them, either if he finde them 
in any comfort, to fill them more and more with the 
Taine hope of some manner of reliefe, or else if he 
finde them in a deepe despaire, by all meanes to 
augment the same, and to perswade them by some 
extraordinarie meanes to put themselves downe, 
which very commonly they doe ; but if they be 
penitent and confesse, God will not permit him to 
trouble them any more with his presence and al« 
lurements. . 

Phi.— It is not good using his counsell I see 
then ; but I would earnestly know, when he ap- 
peares to them in prison, what formes uses he then 
to take? 

Eri.-i-Divers formes, even as hee uses to doe at 
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other timei unto them ; but ordiiuirilj in such « 
fonne as they agree upon among themselves ; ori 
if they be but prentisesi according to the qualitie 
of their drcles or oonjurations : yet to these caj^ied 
creatures he appeares as he pleases, and as he findes 
meetest for their humours ; for even at their pub* 
Ucke coQventionsy hee appeares to divers of them 
in divers formes, as we have found by the differ^doe 
tf their confessions in that point ; for he deluding 
them with vaine impressions in the aire, makes 
himselfe to seeme more terrible to the grosser sort^ 
that they may thereby be mooved to feare and re- 
verence him the more, and lesse monstrous and un« 
couth like againe to the craftier sort, lest otherwise 
they might sturre and skunner at his uglinesse. 

{*Hi.— How can he then be felt, as they confesse 
they have done, if his body be but of aire ? 

Efi.— I heaxe little of that amongst their con- 
fesnons, yet may be make himselfe palpable, either 
by assuming any dead bodie, and using the mini- 
Sterie thereof, or else by deluding as well thdr sense 
of feeling as seeing, which is not impossible to him 
to doe, since all our senses, as wee are so weake, 
and even by ordinarie sicknesses, will be oftentimes 
deluded. 

Phi.— But I would speere one word further yet 
concerning his appearing to them in prison, which is 
this, may any other that chances to be present at 
that time in the prison see him as well as they ? 

£ri.— Sometimes they wilij and sometimes not, 
as it pleases God. 
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Of the TryaU and Punishment of WitcJieS'^^What 
sort of Accusation ought to be admitted against 
then^What is the cause of the increasing so 
Jarre of their number in (his age. 



Phi.— Then to make an end of our conference, 
smcie I see it drawes late, what forme of punishment 
thinke yee merit these witches ? 

Epi. — They ought to be put to death according 
to the law of God, the civill and imperial law, and 
municipall law of all Christian nations. 

Phi. — BUt what kinde of death I pray you ? 

Epi.— .It is commonly used by fire, but that is 
an indifferent thing to be used in every countrey, 
according to the law or custome thereof. 

Phi.— But ought no sexe, age, nor ranke, tp be 
exempted ? 

Epi.— None at all, (being so used by the lawfull 
magistrate), for it is the highest point bf idolatry 
wherein no exception is admitted by the law of 
God. 

Phi — Then barnes may not be spared ? 

Epi.— Yea, not a haire the lesse of iny conclu- 
sion, ^or they are not that' capable of reason as to 
practise such things ; and for any being in com- 
pany, and not reveiling thereof, their less and ig- 
norant age will no doubt excuse them. 

Phi.— I see ye condemne them all that are of 
the counsell of such craftes. 

Epi.^— ^Nb doubt the consulters, trusters in, over- 
seers, interteiners, or stirrers up of these craftes 
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folkes, are equally guiltie iritb themselves thsl aie 

the practisen* 

Phi-— Whether may the prince xheoj or su{^!eme 

ma^strate, spfeu'e or oTersee any that are guiky of 
that craft, upon some great respects knowen to 

him? 

Epi.>— The prince or magistrate, test further 
trials cause, may continue the punishing of them 
such a certaine space as he thinkess convenient, 
but in the end to spare the life, and net to strike 
vhen God bids strike, and so severely punish, in 
so odious a fault and treason against 6od> it is 
not onely unlawful!, but doubtlesae no lesse siime 
in that magistrate, nor it was in Saulea sparing of 
Agag ; and so comparable to the sinne of witch*, 
craft itselfe, as Samuel alledged at that time* 

Phi.— Surely then, I think since this crane 
ought to be so severely punished, judges ought to 
beware to condemne any but such as they are sure 
are guiltie, neither should the clattering report of 
a carling serve in so weightie a case. 

Epi.— -Judgesought indeede to beware whom diej^ 
condemne, for it is as great a crime (as Solomon 
saith), to condemne the innocent as to let the guilty 
escape free^ neither ought the n^rt q£ any one 
infamous person be admitted for a. sufficient pcoof 
which can stand of no law. 

Phi. — And what may a number of guilty p«w 
sons confessions worke against one that is accused? 

En.-— The assise must serve for interprel^ur of 
our law in that respect, but. in my opinion,, since 
in a matter of treason against the. prince,, bames 



or wives, or neirer so dtfGnned persons, may of our 
law serve ix sufficient witnesses ^id proofes, 1 
tfaiolDe 'SLicely thait by a ifiure greater reason such 
witnesses may be sufficient in matters of high trea- 
son againet fio4; for who but witches can be 
fosoowes, and so wiitoesses of the dmngs of witches ? 

PHi.^-*-Ifideed, I trow they wiil be loath to put 
may honest man upon their counsell ; but what if 
they accuse foike to hav« been present at tbeir inta- 
^nar oontreiitione tn tke sjmit, wh&k their bodies 
lye sensetess, as ye have said P 

£vLNi««-I thinfce they anre not a hmre the less 
gttiltie; fer 4ihe di^l durst never have borrowed 
dieir shadow or siBsilitvide to that tume, if their 
ooasevt had- not beene at it ; and the consent in 
these tomes is death of die lawe. 

Phi .^«— Then Samiiel was a witch, liar the divell 
ittsembied hisiriiape, and played his person ingiviBg 
reqMMise to Saul. 

Efi4^— Sasmiel was dead as well before that, and 
so none could slounder him with medlii^ in that 
unlawlbl arte ; for the cauae why, as I toke it, that 
God %viU ttot permit Salfea^ to use the shapes of id- 
mlMtiides of any ianooent persons at such unlawfoll 
>limai iBf that Ood will not permit that fuiy inno- 
^sent {wirsmM sfadl be Maaderod with that vile ^efec- 
tioD, for then the -dtvell wiMild £iide waies anew to 
cabiomiate die best ; and tMs we bav« iii proc^ by 
them Aot are earned with the jgJUiri^, who never 
aee the diadowesiof any in that oomt but of them 
that thereafter are tiy ed to have beeoe brethren and 
wtdrsoftkiicnift AtiAthislrai»iik»«iise{nroov^ 
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by the oonfession of a young lame troubled with 
spirits, laid on her by witchcraft ; that although she 
saw the shapes of divers men and women trouUing 
her^ and naming the persons whom these shadowes 
represent ; yet never one of them are founde to be 
innocent, but all dearely tryed to be most guiltie, 
and the most part of them confessing the same. 
And, besides that, I thinke it hath beene seldome 
heard tell of, that any whom persons guiltiegf that 
crime accu9ed, as having knowen them to be their 
marrows by eye-sight, and not by heaiesay, but 
such as were so accused of witchcraft, could not be 
clearely tried upon them, were at the least publikely 
knowen to be of a very eVill life and reputation ; so 
jealous is God of the fame of them that are 'moo- 
cent in such causes. And, besides that, there are 
two other good helps that may be used for their 
triall ; the one is, the finding of their maike, and 
the trying the insensibleness thereof; the other is 
their fleeting on the water, for as in a secret mur- 
tber, if the dead earkasse be at any time thereafter 
handled by the murtherer, it will gush out of bloud, 
as if the bloud were crying to the hesven for re- 
venge of t)ie murtherer, God haying appointed that 
secret supematurall signe ibr itriall of that secret 
unnaturid crime, so it appeares that God hath ap. 
pointed (for a supernatural signe of the monstrous 
impietie of witches), that the water diall refuse to 
receive them in her boscme that have fiAuiken off 
them the sacred water of baptisme, and wilfully re- 
fufifed the benefitie thereof. No, not so much as 
thw eyes are aUe to shed teares (threaten and toi«- 
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ture them as ye please), while first they repent, 
(Grod not permittii^ them to dissemble their ob- 
stinacie in so horrible a crime) albeit the women 
kind especially, be able otherwayes to shed teares 
at every light occasion when they will, yea, al- 
though it were dissemblingly like the crocodiles. 

Phi.— WeU, wee have made this conference to 
last as long as leisure would permit ; and to con« 
elude then, since I am to take my leave of you, I 
pray Grod to purge this countrey of these divellish 
practises, for they were never so rife in these parts 
as they are now. ^ 

Epi. — I pray God that so be too ; but the causes 
are over manifest that make them to be so rife ; for 
the great wickedness of the people on the one hand, 
procures this horrible defection, whereby Grod justly 
punisheth sinne by a greater iniquitie ; and on the 
other part, the consummation of the world and our 
deliverance drawing neere, makes Satan to rage the 
more in his instruments, knowing his kingdome to 
be so neere an end.-*And so farewell for this time. 



THE END 
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FEINTED IN THE TEAE 1705. 



Thb two followiag Tuacto give an acocnint of the 
witdies of Pittenweem in 1705. The first is a con- 
cise relation of factSi in which the minister and nuu 
(pstrates l^ placed; iq no t^ tiY^iiiiMf point of 
view. The second is an answer to the first, and 
seems chiefly intended to obviate the charges that 
are preferred aj^unsl the minister and baillies, but 
in our opinion with no great success, as the prind- 
pal facts are admitted, and the only defence set up 
is, that the women were in reality witches. We 
have grmra tins author^s story i& his own wffipds. 
With sueh of IsB lemurks as bear upon dienamnive 
of the other peaqphiet^ which is all thai is necessary 

at the present day. 

Editor, 
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I EECKON myself yery much honoured by y<nir 
I^dship's letter, desiring me to write you an ac- 
count of that horrible murder committed in Pittenk 
weem; I; doubt not, bpt^ by ihla time, ^bur Loid* 
Mp 'has : 'seen the gentieman'& letter to his fn$ai 
thiareahent^ I refi» y4>u'toit, tbeiauthor theredP 
b^ng 80 well informed^ and soin^enous,' thatl^ 
assure you, there is nothing in it but wfaal; is gene^ 
rally :talked. and believed to be true. 

'. >A11 il cab ooBtribute to iyour Lcftdship's furtbar 
information, shaU be by way of a brief nanrativef 
of the minister, mid beallies iunwairaniaUei inipri- 
sowing, and hatbatoiutEeathig^cf the poor womea. 

I :iieed not write your Londship^a diaracter of 
Patriek Morton^ lieing now siiffi^sentl^ known for 
a-cheat .'•:;'•.'•■ 

ilt was iipon Ms aocusation alfemiarly'tlie sum* 
ster and bailhesiiaqpriBOiled these poor women, and 
set a guard of drunken feUows about them^ who 
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bjpndiiiig and pricking some of than with pins and 
elnons, kept them from sleep for several days and 
ni^ts together, the marks whereof were seen by 
sevends a month thereafter. This cruel usage made 
some of them learn to be so wise as acknowledge 
every question that was asked them ; whereby they 
found the minister and baillies well pleased, and 
themselves bettor treated 

Notwithstanding of all thist some of the more 
foolish continued, as the minister said, hardened in 
the devil'^s service, suob as White, Jack, Wallace^ 
Patrick, and others ; all which, save the first, were 
ordered to the stocks, where they lay for several 
weeks. 

AU tkk while Patrick Moitonls inelmcboUy fiuiey 
(4o give it no kiscslwr tmn)» bang too much en* 
couraged by sevisraia, and partiouhuiy by the mw 
lifter's mading to him the case ^of jBarrgatiraMi 
daiightec, OMUinufdrovkig after a wond^o&lflHMi- 
ner, aoBuaing for his toiMeatons wme af the inast 
conmieraUe mens^ mivea in the town, but sisdi as 
the minister and baiUies damt not ventxine to knpn* 
«Qn'.*^By this jmu* Lordship may see, it was .only 
the weakest that ^pwnt to the waUa. 

My Loixi Botbes, aooompaniad with sepcral gen** 
tIeimafL of gspd sense and leputatkn, caMaloPiA* 
lenwieem, whene finding thesajioar womena^ confes« 
WPS no wias satis^ngi, apd Palnck Mottea a 
cheat, informed the privy council thereof, whoiaient 
ail ((iider to said Patrick ^over to tibem. Tkistnim 
Mag givien, and Patridkfiaiding that thfti^ w«m 
not likely to ^ ea favoundbly with him as kebefcn 
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fanQiedj; b^an taAam td Jm Itfeediesy and m a 
short liiD^.i«0O¥er^ lus fisemer health, in which. he> 
still eoBtinuesw By this time the baflliss^^ began ta 
be as earnest in emptying their pis0BSy as ever 
tllej ware jGN-ward m fiUiog them ;. sa a£tei ar long 
and smottB dehbemtion,, they set then at liberty : 
but that their last stq^ mig^t be as:ille^ aa thdr 
first, ob%ad each of Aem ta pay the toiro-offioer 
tbesttmaf SUb. Seota;. tepay wUchpSoneof thent 
were forced to sell some linnen they had reserved 
tix their dead shkta and wyadiag sheets. 

I beg your Lordship^s further patience a little ta 
read these- few foUowiagr observatioDs : 0&9. 1^^ 
The bailhea and minister sent and broii:^ht sei^vral 
of these women ftom places without th^ j^unsdics* 
tien^k-^one firom Aastnither, and another &om, the 
ooufltry at sisE miks difttaneff, 

06^ 9df What geodcouldr the nuaister prc^xNie 
to Patiiok JMEovlon by readuag t» him tbebeokinw 
tituled Ae ease of Banrgansn?8 daughter ? 

Ok, 3d|' After so mueh injustice done to these 
poor. woBien, the biiliies and miiuster obliged theiife 
to p«|p the towBpoffieer eij^t pound Scots, is wor-^ 
thy of your Lordship and the rest of the Lords-of 
the privy oouadPa oonsidf rations ; and it would be 
tW height of charity to^fall pn a method tp'obUger 
the minister and baUlies to refound it savoa-feld. 

Obs* 4A, One Thomas Brown, the only man ac- 
cused by Patrick Morton, and imprisoned by the 
minister and baillietf, after a great deal of hunger 
and hardships «Ked- in prison, so as this poor wo- 
man^a mnisder was not the first, neither will it be 
the last, unless by severe punishments prevented* 
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06#. iihj The baillies in a manner justified du»e 
two murthen, by not aUowing them ChriatiafD bu* 
rial, but burying them like dogs, scarce oovmbg 

^ them from the ravens. 

k Obs. Sihf You may wonder why all along I 

should say the minister and baillies ? The reason 
is, because* during all this narratiye he exercised 
more of the dvil authority than any of the bmlUes, 
and so continues to do, as you may see by the fol- 
lowing late instance. 

The baillies of Pittenweem being conveened be* 
fore the Lords of Privy Council oik die 14tfc or 
15th of February, I am informed* gave in to tliem 
a subscribed account of the murther ; lind to justify 
themselves, assert they had impri^ned several' of 
the murthererB before they left Pittenweem. It is 
very true they did so, but they were not long fh^i 
the town when the minister set them at libeHy. 
This, I think, is e&ercising the (rfBee of a civittnii- 
gistrate: perhaps the minister may say he did it 
by the mi^strates^ order left behiiAd them } tbeii I 
think the ma^strates were mightily in the wiwig 
to give in to the Lords ct the privy eoundt an ac* 
count they knew to be fidse. » ' 

My Lord, thi» is not the tenth part of what Inii^ 
be said upon this subject, I hope some other pa*scHi 
will be more particular^ 

I-- - - ■ ' ■ ." / 

am, 

My Lord, 

. Your I^djahip's . ^ . 

Mo6t4iumble aeaviuit. 
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AN 

ACCOUNT 

OF AN 

HORRID AND BARBAROUS MURDER, 

IN A 

Letter Jirom a Gentleman in Ftji to his Friend in 

Edinburgh. 



I DO0BT not of your b^ng exceedingly surgrized 
with this short and jost account I give you of a 
most barbarous murder committed in Pittenweem 
the 30th of January last One Peter Morton, a 
blacksmith in that town, after a long sickness^ pre- 
tended that witdies were tormenting him-— that he 
did see them and know them— and, from time to 
time, as he declared such and such women to be 
witdies, they were by ordar of the magistrates and 
minister of Pittenweem, apprehended as such, to a 
very oonsideraUe number, and put into prison* 
This man, by his odd postures and fits, which 
seemed to be very surprijdng at first, wrought 
himself into such a credit with the people of that 
place, that unless the Earl of Rothes, our sherifl^, 
had discovered his viUany, and discouraged that 
practice^ God knows bow fatal it might have proved 
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to many honest families of good credit and respect. 
Sir, however, «t first many were deceived, yet now 
all moi of sense are ashamed for giving any credit 
to such a person ; but how hard it is to root out 
bad principles once e^fKwaed by the rabble, and 
bow dangoous a thing it is to be at th^ mercy, 
will appear by the tragical account I give you of 
one <^ these poor waBea, Janet Cwphab 

After she was committed prisoner to the tolbooth, 
upon, a BUBfucion of ker bemg a witch, she was 
well guarded with a number of men, who, by [»ncb- 
ing her, and pricking her with jnns, kept her from 
sleep many days and nghts, tlireatening her with 
present death, unless she would confess herself 
guilty of witchcraft ; which at last she did. This 
report spreading aixKmi, made pMfla' cuia«s to 
converse, with her t^Mti the aabjaotv who fottiul 
themsetves eiceedin^ djaappoaatad. Tha Vi». 
connt of Piimroee b«ng m V^ ocDaaanally, ki- 
(£ned to EBiisiy bis cufistity ilk this- nuriiu^ the 
Earl of Kellie, my ImA I^roa, the Laifd of Sceta- 
tarvat, and the Laird of ftandanton,. w«n with his 
Lordship 'm Fitterrweem. Thrae of the »uiabea 
went to the telbootb aoi diHoonsd willi hav, ta 
whom she said, that afi that t^ hod oon&aaed^ 
other of bersetf or l»r neigbbeun, wwe ha, and 
cried owt, Oedjbrgivt ^ mmittt*; and sud, thdl 
he had beet her one day with his seaff wba* At 
was teffing bin the tnith. They admd her imm 
she cattie to say ^y ^ag that wa* ant tvile i dht 
cryed'^ost, «Am, a/<M, I M i na d to idy iPt Hfitmi 
fAe mtnaUr and iailRtg; and, iB4he mfiB>ti»4 
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sbe bfigmrrt for Ckrist^s fiske not to tellxhat she had 
wid 4Q» d«e ahe vwiuld be vaundered. Another 
Ume^ ^b«Bi the Lsjifd «Qf GLeaa^es and Hr Bi^uce 
•f S3aro00| ««(ere.telbi^ her, Ae needed not deny 
wbat they m&oe aGki3g her, &x she had ooofessed 
as mneh as vould iofiilliUy hum her ; she cried 
oat» Geijfttriid'! oad to one al the two she said, 
that ftpm which be tmight sattoiiaUy <3oiackid^ she 
mdiBiiate>8h^.hlid.a6siii*aiioefr€Km the ffiinister her 
life should npt he tabesu 

A little befeiae hftrve9t| Mr £er <af EigpiUm, a 
imiter ^ 4he sj^p^et^ beivig in Pkteaweem, Mr 
8obei:t C^ek, Wvooato^ ^eat wkh him to piismi to 
9eelhis|>^rweQiatit; Mr Cook, 4UDi0i^ other Mines* 
tioaa, asked l^r, if she had not ffe^punoedher bap. 
tison i0 ^idevil ; sbe aaJswer^ she never renoaii. 
ced her fayrism hut to the o^iMister. These wer^ 
her injerdct, ^hat $\m meant fa^ them I know not, 
The maiftter having got acoount <£ 4kia f^em Mr 
Cook, he sent for her, and ia ftoeseace of Mr Cook 
and Mr £er in the dhurch, he threatened her very 
sevevely^ und oeca«iaiided the keeper to put her in« 
i»6ome prison by herself under ^ ateeple, leaisit (as 
he «aid) she should pervert lliose who had eoafess- 
ed. The keeper put her into a prison in which was 
a low iiv&ndow, <outof which it was obvkNis that any 
hody ooukl make an escape ; anl* aocordiagly, she 
made her ese^ that night 

'Next day when th^ missed her, they made a 
vary flhght search fiirher, and promised tea pottsd 
Scots to any body that would bring her hack. BCr 
Crardon, mtnisier at Leuchars, heaiJDg «he was in 
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his parish, oght miles distant fitom Pittenweeni, 
caused apprehend her, and sent her prisoner, under 
custody of two men, ontheSOthof January, to Kr 
Cowper, minister of Pittenweem, without giving 
any notice to the magistrates of the place. When 
she came to Mr Cowper, she asked him if he had 
any thing to say to her ? he answered. No. She 
could get lodging in no house but with <me Niodaa 
Lawson, one of the women that had he&n caDed 
witches.— -Some say a baillie put her theie. 

The rabble hearing she was in town, went to Mr 
Cowper, and asked him what they should do with 
her ? he told them he was not concerned, they 
might do what they pleased with her. They todc 
^Eicouragementfiomthis tofall uponthepoorwoman, 
those of the minister's family going along with them, 
as I hear ; they fell upon the poor creature imme- 
diately, and beat her unmercifully, tying her so 
hard with a rope, that she was ahnost strangled ; 
they dragged her through the streets, and alongst 
the shore, by the heels. A baillie, hearing of a 
rabble near his stair, came out upon them, wluch 
made them immediately disappear. But the magis- 
trates» though met together, not taking care to put 
her into close custody for her safety, the rabble 
gathered again immediately, and stretched a rope 
betwixt a ship and the shore, to a great height, to 
which they tied her fast ; after which they swinged 
her to and fro, from one side to another, in the 
mean time throwing stones at her from all comers^ 
until they were weary ; then they loosed her, and 
with a mightgr swing threw her upon the hard 
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floiui^ an ibont being leady in tfae ixknui lime' CD 
Tedive her with AtoaeB and steresy with whieh they 
beat her most cruelly. Her daughter, in the tkiie 
«f her motfaer^g agony, though she knew of it, 
dunst not adr^tnre to ajipear, lest the rabUe faaA 
used her after the same manner, faeing in a housei 
in great oonctok and terror, ^ut of iiaturalttflfeetfam 
for her mother, (about which tfae author was ihis^ 
infonned in the int (edition.) They Imd 4 heavy 
door upon her, with whieh they prest her ed aorei 
that she cried iHit, to let her op San Ghnst^s sake, 
and she would tell the truth. But Hrhen they did 
let her up, what she said could not satisi^ tbeikii 
and therefore, they i^n laid on the door, and inkk 
a heavy weight of itxxkes on it^ prert her to d^ath { 
apad to be iuredt J^MM mh lliqr caiU a liiinK with a 
horse and a sledge^ 4Eilid ttwde -him drive orer hei 
coftpat baekward and Avwaid several timcft Wften 
they were sure sh^ wae kSbd oixtrig^, they dfci^^ 
ged her miserable carcase to Nicolaa Lawson's 
house, where they first founds hei^ 

There was. a motion made to treat Nicolas Law- 
son after the same manner immediately ; but some 
of thend bmg w^eafied with three hours sport, as 
they called it, said it would be better to delay her 
for another day's diverttsem^it ; and so they all 
went off. 

It is said that Mr Cowper, in a letter to Mr 
Gordon, gave some rise to all this ; and Mr Cow- 
per, to vindicate himself, wrote to Mr Gordon, 
whose return says, if he were not going to Edin- 
burgh, he would ^ve him a double of his letter. 

S 
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It's strange li« Kiut bim not tbe prindpaL In tbe 
postaoipt, be awures him, he Bhali conceal it to 
meeting. 

THa certain, that Mr Cowper, preadiing tbe 
Xord'fl day immediatdy after, in Pittenwerai, took 
no notice of the muider^ which at least makes him 
gtnlty of unful silence. Neither did Mr G<vdoo, 
in his letter to Mr Cowper, make any ngnt for 
it ; and this some construe to be a justifying of tbe 
horrid wickedness in both. 

■ We are ptfswaded tbe goremnait will examine 
this afiir to tbe bottom, and lay little stress upcHi 
what the nugistnUes w miniater of Fittenweem 
will say to smooth over the matter, aeong it's very 
wril known, that eitber of them could have quash- 
ed tbe Babble, and prevented that murder, if they 
had iqipeared zealous against it. 

■ . I un Sony I have no better news to tell you, 
God ddiver im 6an those pzindples that t^d to 
such psactioea. 

lam, 
Stt, 

Your humble servant. 



JUST REPROOF 

TO THE 

FALSE REPORTS ahd UNJUST CALUMNIES, 

• IS TBX • 

» 

FOREGOING LETTERS. 



Aboitt the montli of Mardi. lait jnter, om Belu 
trix Laing, a wcxnan of very bad fiuiiey who had 
formerly been under process for using charms, and 
refumg to be reoonciM to her naghbours, was 
debarred firom the Lord's table, came to one Pa- 
trick Morton, a blacksmith, desiring him to make 
some nails, which he refused to do, because odier- 
wise employed at that time. Upon which she went 
off muttering sdnte threatening expressions. A 
little after, the said Patrick Morton, with another 
person in company, carryii^ some fish by the said 
Beatrix Liang's dOor, they saw a vessel with water 
placed at the door, with a burning coal in it Up« 
on whichthe was presently stnlcken with an uu- 
pression that it was a charm designed against him, 
and upon this a httle after he sickened* . In this 
.ackness he languished te a loDg time; pbysiciaiis 
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that saw him, oouU not understand his distemper, 
yet tried various medidnes, till at length his trou- 
ble increased, and he began to be seized with some 
unusual fits, which made. them give over. He for- 
bore all this while any accusation of the person 
whom he all along suspected for his trouble, at least 
be made no mention of it to the minister, who fre- 
quendy vimted him iniiile under it But his trouble 
ft^ incrBBsinR he at length bq;pi io drop some 
apprehensions of the cause of it Upon which Bea- 
trix Laing was called, and by the magistrates, in 
the said Patrick Morton's father's bouse, eiuunined 
in presence of a great multitude of people, and 
owned, that she had placed that vessel with water, j 

and the coal in it, there ; but at that time would 
fffe no aooount of tbe rtascn of it Biiog dismis. 
sidf bjjr thema^itEtttaB^ aha wvait iioin% ted t&ai 
aaase inglrt, wkm she waa ehalkligBd by VMkmifi^ 
llarshd^ in hevown bouse, befiire Nioblas lamlMt 
iibout tiie lad\i tronUt^ she answerod^ tbstt heisaigllt 
tlAf&€< hia own lit toAgvii for what hadiM&dtei hiiB, 
t^A thit iit^as an ^VU s^t that was troubling 
btnl; which was itt her fii^lBidnlaihedbjibeaaU 
^rsotts nest ib^, in pMwnce of the magistrates. 
'Then the boy begad to complain of her tormentiag 
bim, aad lell (nt^ grievous fits xif tzonUe upon her 
entering the bduse; Upon /aU windi she bnUg 
imprisoned, aftar some time did tehnowledge to 
iBsagistrAtes aiki minister^ in pNaeBsse of many wit- 
'tesses, without tbreat or tahur^ (of ^vAich'we shaU 
^speak Wre^rfterwai^) tbiitshe wardiqfleaaed #itk 
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tbat die dMgned to be aveoiged upon bim fer it ; 
and that abe used that charm of the coal m the wa- 
ter against him ; and that she renounced her bap* 
tism, entered into a compact with the devil some 
twelve years before; condescending upon tiine^ 
plaoe, and her inducements to engage in his ser<* 
vice; and that she, with Nicholas Lawson, had 
made a wak picture to torment him, and put jins 
in it ; wluch the said Nicolas likewise confessed af« 
terwards, and so justified the boy^s account of the 
rise of his trouble. 

' After this: the boy^s trouble daily increased, in 
which there were many strange diings ; first his 
bdly, for some time, then his breast, frequently 
heaved up to a prodigious height, and instantly 
went oflP again, by a blowing at the mouth like a 
bellows ; frisgiiently he cried out that such persona 
aa be named were pinching him in his arms, breast, 
or some other places of his body, his hands lying 
all the while above the clothes, at. a Stance firom 
one another, in the view of many of the spectators ; 
and when they looked the places of which he com- 
plained, they saw distincdy the print of nails. 
Again, he was frequently cast int6 swooning fits^ 
became- insensilde, which was tried by exquisite 
pinching the more sensiUe parts of his body* of 
which he complained afterwards when he came out 
of the fits, though he took no notipe of then^ nor 
felt them, in the time while he was in these fits. 
The stm^est who essayed to lift his head from the 
pillow, were not able to move it, though both his 
^ and head w^e p^eetly free of th« bed* which 
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wuemcAf fined: T««i»wM^aie»dbiltlb#«niak 
fdhia bcd^Md his h^td ir«re thm^gidi and^tDldd 
oet ^ caidBd firom Uie pillow, his ^gi wcne koae^ 
and 4ui)r BQiglit mcnre then M thejr pleaiedl. fione* 
^iHbes thMe fits were not ao goett ae at elber mms» 
and tbcB)» or when he wbs fiiUiiig in, or oDtrangfiiit 
df Uiem^ aeferal peraoHs Hfted hin with little diffi* 
eultf ; hM when he wasin the depth pf the fit, iIb 
BtiBongBBi that ewayed it oould notrabe himwp* 
Again* when any of the women whom he a cci— d 
touched him, and sometimes <m thmr aming into 
th? Hmnb he fell into gnewua fits of traiiUe, and 
qcied attt, that such a peram was imw i eiUin glmny 
aendeaeending on dieir names; ondthmhedjidyery 
freqiaentty, befoae nndtitudei of people of diflfefent 
aanki^ lOKty to ntteat the soma. Andcammanlj 
•neh <oare ia«8 taken te ptevcDt his handngany noi* 
tioe, eitber of the waaasnr oody^/or whidi of then 
was ifaeoe, (hat there was hopkce left tot any nu 
t ia nrtl mupkaan of tricfcor cheat in the aiatter. He 
wasoarefioJly hoadwinked with several phasof oloth 
«*pliie womon were baongjht in with the ntmoat 
seoioey--»iiniaaent peivoDs proKiit in the Toom kad 
-•^^iheiriMHidsonlnBi, hut yict i^ ne^cr Bhewed ihe 
leo8t>€oneen[s save when the4Mcuaedpevaoi8toiiobi^ 
ed fite.' Se^^>eNil fmei geiitlenKn that wemod jtm^ 
lous that thet% was somewhat of on ompoatune in 
the oate, wcsrei allo^iv^d and invited lo-ianke the 
meest laM, and found it hold. So? ensi pitifid da- 
tJSs have been need about this, and other instanoes 
<tf the boy^s trouble, wttdi proceed alher fioaa 
ignoranee of thedvonioMncea of matter af £M^^ 



4tr graw inidireitencjr in not obscrviii^ tlie aefml 
vaaodon^ofditf boy V case ^ irkaeh, hnltlHrp boeii 
considered, they would have be^i 8i>fisMr fionfrgmag 
Mf t^mtMMBBce to Ae condusibti amedat by t&ese 
ol^eetofSy that ibij wbM: ftroDgly baw fwt toc i ad 
a coityioti^B af iunednngprdter^iatiiidf ivtli^ caM 
79m Mthtfr Aeft ptottads ta g^e an acmasA of 
JteatCoipluir^iMwboKtt^owasa^^ Ste 
"^^mmf^rmtaiit^rflmdfibm, mho c^ tkhmg isme 
wWKiiateck a iricrib^ fSh^qumtty usack ebam% aid 
Iras' wont coHiiiibsly to ttoaaio» pciftfooB iribo dis« 
^Migad bar, and such comwqiieiBooa sometiaitts £»}«• 
)0W«d^ «i made* hertibe terror ofnaiiyy bodiof Ae 
taiw»aiid oauMry, whiokaiH^ brTtBriftedbbypats^ 
tiiettittr i^taiicos, ii vb ware nacessasry. ftfaa was not 
aeflMddatedby F^tridk Siatton, thougb aftn& 
wifdl; Ike tampVmeA eK \m m one of bas tormaii- 
tora; bMsbcs Tvilh several otbars^ being'iaeompaiqf 
with the devi], wbereof Isabel Adwn was one, in 
pHhNiaAc^ 0f ii<)iMm4 wbich Biealmt Laifig, fer^ 
ffierly aaewlMiedv hiai with oae Ataiaacler M^Gtei. 
^sv, a nhar ifi-tbe^ ta^ns^ ftiade- sb atfeaaipc to tnui^ 
dkw tbe lai^lK^drigov ki bed ; wbidi was provea^ 
«d taff tts-antibefitiig atMl wfesdiag agauwt iheiai 
^ia afteitif« Wtts^wskiieiwledgeii^by Isabei Adauv 
of whQaa> eoHftaiia^ # tim^ futt acooiiai* shall be 
giye» a i ia ii ^ ard)^ i»ho-bad bew'tAen up- 09. that 
iatfiAi'MtttiM5 ani acwa eniiMr iafcmiaidwis ajpuoot 
batvafid'iwtisw the bid^ Aa libewfse^ the aaid 
JaiMl wii awbiMiby Niaidaa IL^ aaadieryaii 
aM ^pitfbew'ai tbtttiiittpffipi ; aifoK Niaalas at^iisad 
tiWi^t(ibigaiPMA>Aii^kMeCiB9iA tlia lio^ifvf Fl^ 
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tenwe«n ; at botli wludi meetings they conftned 
the devil .was prewnt-r-All which ihe herwif after- 
vardB firedy ccmfesaed. . 

The manner of this woman's confeatinn waa verf 
remarkable.— AfW she had obatinately some while 
denied, and with a subtUity beyond what might be 
expected fixm one of her education, ihifted.all 
qnestions put to ber, she, mth Isobel Adam afore- 
said, being brou^t to the hoaae whore the tonnenU 
ed hul 1^, and be diiooTeiing her at ber oitry into 
the roran, notwithstanding the utmost pvecaution 
was used to conceal it from him, and be falhng into 
giierous fits of trouble, did.07 out of ber as one 
of his tonncaitors ; at which slie was so stunned, 
that instantly she fell a trembling. The m^pstrates 
and minister observing hex in audi a confuson, 
a^ed if ' she was wiJbng to comnune with themf. 
in refertDce to the matters wbMCof she had been 
accused ; she declaring herself willing, went with 
them to another jJaoe, and when deored to be is- 
geououB, she again fell a tremUing, and swd she 
wouhl confess all, but was a&aid the devil would 
tear the soul out <tf her body if she did, and snd, 
if you will pray, and cause all good ftdk pray Sx 
me, I wiU confess, and she then demred the mini- 
ster to pray ; and, after prayer, cmfeesed she was 
bodily present at both the meetings afneaaid with 
the devil and the witches, and gave a drcu&Mtantiat 
account of the renounciatitHi of her baption, nannng 
time, place, and inducemaits wlocfa led ber to, i^ 
and the shape the devil appeared to her ia— Sl>e 
likewise toid the reason of their aUenpt to murder 
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M^Grigor was, that he did not hire a house .which 
belonged to Beatrix Laing. 

Again, on a Thursday^ after ahe had been hear- 
ing sermon, she desired to speak with die ininiater, 
and sent one to acquaint him with this desike ;• on 
which he went to her, and she, before several wit^ 
nesses,' renewed her former confiession, and cpnde* 
scended on all the -persons the other confessing 
witches had accused, as being present at the two 
foresaid meetings ; adding widial, that there were 
others present whom she knew not This confes- 
sion she renewed before the presbytery, in presence 
of a great many country gentleman, and other 
spectators ; as likewise in die face of a numerous 
^^ongregAiion on the Lord'^s-day. 

It is owned, that when Beatrix Liung and Nico- 
las Lawson were^first impriscfted, they were ill used 
by some of the guard, without the knowledge oi 
magistrates or minister, of which the women made 
complaint to the minister, whereof he presently wfh 
quainted the magistrates, who, with die minister, 
went to the prison, and threatened the guard if ^ey 
offered the least disturbance to persons in custody. 
And the ministar, on die Lord^s day therea^r^ 
took occasion in sermon to discover the wickedness 
of that practice, as being against the light of nature 
Scripture, and the j ust laws of the land. After this, 
we heard of no more disturbances they met with. 
Now, it was not till after this precaution used to 
prevent their trouble, that Janet Corphat was im- 
prisoned ; and, ftom die time of her imprisonment, 
till the time that she confessed, which was some ten 
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or twelye days, she was not in comply with the 
rest, nor with the guard, save one or two days, but 
was alone in a separate prison, and nothing to dis- 
tuibher. 

Now, it is remarkaUe) that neither of these per- 
sons who were ill used, of which Janet Corphat was 
ncme, did ever make any acknowledgement to these 
persons who used them ill, nor till some days after 
they were quite freed of this trouble. And when 
they did confess, it was to magistrates and minister, 
whom they owntd to be careful to preserve them 
from such abuses ; nor did magistrates or minister 
ever use any threatening to extort a confession, or 
any other argument, but what the gospel requires 
to be made use of to bring impenitent sinners to a 
confession of their sins. * 

The author of the letter tells usy < she was put in 
a low prison, out of which it was obvious that any 
body could make an escape, and accordingly she 
made her escape that night.^ Here are but two as- 
sertions, and both of them false,' for the prison was 
the seccHid story, and her escape was by breaking 
an old iron grate in the window ; nor was it that 
night after that she broke the prison, for it was on 
Friday these gentlemen discoursed her, and on the 
Lord^s day at night she broke the prison. | 

* We sbould like to know whatthreatenings the gospel re- 
qiiires ministers to make use of to such impenitent sinners as 
will not confess sins they could not commit £d. 

% This just reprover be^ns very fairly by wilfUOy pervert- 
itig his opponent's language, « a prison with a low window,' he 
makes ' a low prison.' We very much suspect the minister 
himself had a hand in this pamphlet. 
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Here follows the author of the < Ju«t Beproofs* 
way of telUng tb? story of the barbarous aud cruel 
murder of Janet Corphat She came to town undar 
cloud of night with two men, and went straight to an 
inn where her daughter was serving. After some Stay 
there, the two men brought her to the minister's 
house, who was visating a sick child of one James 
Cook, a present bailie, where his servant came to 
him with Mr Gk>rdon's letter ; and, bb soon as he 
had perused it, he bid his servant go teli them, he 
would have nothing to do with her, but nnoe they 
had brought her to the town, let them take h&e to 
the magistrates ; which answer, two men then pre- 
sent, have attested under their hands. On this, the 
men brought her to Bailie Cook'^s house, wliere the 
minister was, and the men meeting him coming 
down stairs, pressed him to take her off their hands, 
which he refused to de, but called the two next 
ma^strates, and advised them instantly to set her 
off safe out of the town. On which the two bailies 
sent for their officer immediately, and the minister 
went off straight to his own house, and saw no ap- 
pearance of a rabble, nor did hear of it, till the 
rabble had gofie a considerable length ; and after 
a little, he heard that the woman was got safe out 
of their hands, and the rabble diseapate, and he 
knew nothing of her death till the next morning. 

When the officer came to the magistrates, they, 
on deliberation among themselves, resolved to im- 
prison her till the next morning ; and accordingly 
ordered^ their officer to do it. And as the officer 
was executing the magistrates^ orders, the rabble 

2 
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gathered upon tibem, attacked the officer, and took 
the woman iroin him, with which, it is said, he did 
not acquaint the magistrates, that they might have 
taken other measures for the woman^s safety. 

This rabble did not flow from the inclinations of 
the people of the place, which is evident from the 
peaceable and safe residence two confessing witches 
had for two months time in the place since they 
were set at Hberty, but from an unhappy occasional 
concours^of a great many strangers, some English- 
men, some from Orkney, and other parts, who were | 
forward in it, and have since taken guilt on them 
by their flight 

As to the assertion with regard to those of 
Mr Cowper'^s family going along with the rabble^ 
Mr Cowper urged to have his sorants examined 
among the first, and they have declared before the 
magistrates, that they stole out in a clandestine 
way, that their master might not know of it, and he 
indeed knew nothing of it, and they returned very 
quickly and made no stay ; nor do any of the wit- 
nesses examined insinuate any accusation of their i 
having the least accession to any injury she met 
with, nor were they any other way concerned, than 
by looking on a short while with some hundreds of 
other spectators. 

Again, it is said, ' that they first found her at 
Nicolas Lawson^s house, and that ^he was killed 
out-right when they dragged her there again,^ is as 
ill grounded as the rest of our author^s assertions ; 
for they found her not at Nicolas Lawson^s house, 
and some of the persons examined have declared;^ 
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lliat after she was brought to that door, she arose 
and put on head cloaths, and called to Nicolas 
Lawsoti to let her in ; which, if she had done, she 
in all appearance had met with no more disturbance ; 
but after this, we hear- thai some Jew of ih$ rdhble 
skte up eecreOy cmd murdered her. 

The author of the Second Letter accuses the mi- 
nister of encouraging Patrick Morton in carrying on 
the cheat, by reading to him the case of Bargarran^s 
daughter. In answer to which, we shall give a 
short, but candid, account of matter of fiict. In the 
month of May last, the minister, with a preacher, 
and a great many other people, attending all night 
in the room where Patrick Mortbn lay, and he ly* 
ing meanwhile in a swooning fit, which was then 
tried by exquisite pinching, the minister and pro* 
bationer falling into some discourse about Ba^ar- 
ran'*s daughter, took out the book, and for their 
own satisfaction, read only two sentences, and stopt 
Several weeks after, when the miniirter was again 
attending in the night time, the lad being insensible, 
the minister, for his own diversbn, read the pre- 
face, and some part of the process, against the 
witches, but had no reason to think he heard any 
thing, but on the contrary. And it i& to be ob- 
sen^, when the committee of the privy council 
did fiocurately examine the boy in re&renoe to this 
story, he still declared he never heard any thing of 
Bargarran^s daughter's case read. 

What he says of < their obliging them to pay 
eight pound Scots to the town^fficer,' is in many 
ways false. It is false that they were ordered by 



90 A J08T KBPBOOF. 

the magistrates to pay such a sum. It is fal8& that 
they paid all afike. It is also untruth that any of 
them gave what they had provided for their wind« 
iog sheets. Nicolas Lawson, one of the confesong 
witches, her husband voluntarily gave a small jnece 
of unbleached linen to the officer for his fees ; and 
this is all the ground for the story of ibea winding- 
sheets. 

The author of the Just Reproof then proceeds to 
give an account of Mrs White and Isobel Adam. 
The woman brought from Anstrulher was a Mrs 
White, an inhabitant of Pittenweem, who, through 
fear of being apprehended, fled thither to her daugh- 
ter's house. This woman, whose cause is now warm- 
ly espoused by some, with no advantage to th^ re- 
putation, and who is now insisting against the ma- 
gistrates in a process for wrongous imprisonment, 
has been for many years a person of very bad fame. 
Some eighteen years ago, she pursued a woman be- 
fore the session, in Mr Bruce the late Episcopal 
incumbents time, for calling her a witch, and suc- 
cumbing in the piiobation. Mr Bruce urged her to 
be reconcHed with the woman,— Hshe obstinately re- 
iiised,— 'Using most Unchristian and revengeful ex- 
pressions, which are to be seen in the sesoen-r^pis- 
ter. Since the revolution, she desired admission to 
the Sacrament of the Lord'^s Suj^r, which was 
then denied her, because she stUl refused to be 
reconciled to that woman. Her scandalous cai^ 
liage in refusing to cohabit with her husband to 
this day, who is a sober honest man, is generally 
known. This woman being accused by the boy as 
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<Hie of his 'tormentors, and delated by two oanfess- 
ing witches, and other presumptions of her guilt, 
the magistrates ^ne morning sent their oflicer to 
the ma^strates of Anstruther, desiring them on 
these grounds to send Mrs White^ to them, and the 
grounds of her imprisonment were sent in write to 
her, in her daughter Mrs Lindsay^s house ; and she 
being brought to Fittenweem, the two women which 
delated her, were confronted with her, in jnresence 
of the magistrates, a great many gaitlemen and 
ministers, where they d^i accuse her to her &ce, 
and charged her particularly with bduig at a meet* 
ing in the Loan with the devil and the witches, 
and gave some binding tokens to convince her. By 
all which it appears, how little ground there is to 
accuse the magistrates for invading their ne^hbours 
jurisdiction, or load the minister with any ccmcem* 
ment in the matter. 

As to the other instance of oile brought to Fit- 
tenweem at si^ miles distance, this was the young 
woman Isobel Adam. About the middle of May, 
one Alexander M<Grigar delated her for an attempt 
to murder him in his own house in the night-time, 
with several others whom he knew not ; and there 
h&ng some surmises of other presumptions of witch- 
craft against her, the minister bearing she was oc 
casionally in the town, called for her, and advised 
her, before hei; father, if innocent, to take proper 
measures for her own vindication, which she under- ' 
took to do, and promised to return for that end on 
advertisement, which her father, engi^ged to give. 
The noise about her still increasii^, her father Was 
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derired, aeoordiiig to promifle, to caU her to the 
places whidi he dedined, growing jealous of her 
guilt; on whidi the minister adrertiied her» hot in 
ease she refused, a letter was sent to be ddtvered 
to the gentleman on whose ground she lived, deor- 
ing him to send her. So soon as the advertisement 
was pven, she came voluntarily to her father^s 
house in Pittenweem, and so theie wasnooecaskm 
wt ibroe. 

When she €amte« she confessed her converse with 
the devil at Thomas Adamson^s house, on the first 
day of January 1704; she was confinmted with 
M<6rigor, and he accused her of the above moiw 
tioned attempt on him, which she thai rsf used ; on 
which she was imprisoned, and the two fallowing 
days, she did with tears, and more than ordinary 
concern, make a free and large confesrion. 

She said Beatrix Laing aforesaid, a confessing 
witch, had been dealing with her to engage in her 
seivice, whidi she refused ; and that scxne time 
thereafter, this Beatrix came for her, and desired 
h^ to go along to her house ; when she came th»e, 
they sat down at the fire, and she saw a man in 
black doaths, with a hat on lus head, sitting at 
die table ; and Beatrix said to her, since you will 
not engage with me, here is a gQnilemaii';that will 
fee you ; whereupon he told h(er, he knew she was 
discontented with her lot, and if she would serve 
him, he promised she should want for nothing; to 
which she yielded to serve him, and he came linr- 
ward and kissed her ; andshesaid, hewasieaeBome 
Me, and his ey^ (^larided like candles, on whidi 
she knew he was the devils 
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Again, she told, that being employed to spin in 
Thomas Adamson^s house in Pittenweem, while 
she was lying awake in her bed in the night time, 
the devil appearing to her, ^rhete she did eicpressly 
renounce her baptism to the devil, by putting her - 
hand on her head, and the other to her feet, the 
other maid lying in the bed with her being at the 
time asleep, as the maid declared before the session. * 
About a fortnight after this, Beatrix Laing came 
to visit her, and asked her, if she had met with the 
gentleman ? She answered she had, and abo en- 
gaged with him, on which Beatrix ^said, I have then 
got my work wrought, and went away. And die. 
confessed, die' came to that meeting at M^Grigor^s 
with the devil and several witches, viz. Beatrix 
Laing, Nicolas Lawson, Janet Corphat, Thomas 
Brown, and several others sh^new not, designing 
to murder M^Grigor ; but since the man awakened 
and prayed to God for himself, they could not do 
it. She confessed also converse with the devil at 
other times. All which is in her two confessions, 
signed by the ma^strates, and transmitted to Edin- 
burgh. Now, we desire to know what the author 
of this letter can quarrel in the magistrates or mi- 
nister's conduct in this matter. 

As for what he says < aboUt the magistrates and 
minister refounded the imprisoned womens' money 
seven-fold.' We find this author very charitable 
on other mens' purses, but when the magistrates 
and minister design to bestow their charity, they 
will choose more deserving objects. And the Lords 
of Her Majesty'a privy counsel understands them- 
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aelves better than to take tbor measured as to what 
is just from the daring prescriptions of this author. 

What he says about Thomas Brown is also fidse^ 
he was aocused by the )ad, and delated by three 
confessing witches, as being accessory to the aU 
tempt on M^Grigor. It is false he was starved, for 
his daughter brought him his diets punctually. 
Our author^s fears of more murders are altogether 
groundless, and we appeal to all men of candour, 
whether this author^s impudent and unjust accusa- 
tion agamst magistrates and minister of murdeting 
Thomas Brown, deserves not severer punishment 
dian any thing he can charge them with. 

He again tells us, < the bailies justified the mur« 
der, by denying Christian burial.^ The bailies 
gave no order thereabout As for Thomas Brown, 
his 8on-in.law, with ift>me others, buried him. Our 
author by his next may prove, that Janet Corj^t, 
a wcnnan that had so frequently 'and so solemnly 
confessed the renounciation of hier baptism to the 
devil, deserved Christian burial. 
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COPY 

OF THE 

INDICTMENT OF THE WITCHES AT BOEROWSTOUNESS 
—THE PEECEPT FOE SUMMONING THE JUEY AN1> 
WITNESSES— WITH THE WAEEANT FOE THEIE 
EXECUTION. 



Copy qf ihe Indytmeni. 

Annaple Thohsone, widow in Borrowstownes^ 
Margaret Pringle, relict of the deceast John 
Campbell sive-wright there, &c. 

Yee, and ilk ane of yow ar indytted and accwsed, 
that where, notwithstanding, be the law of God> 
p^rticularlie sett down in the 20 chapter of Leviti- 
cus, and ^ghteen chap, of Dewtronomie,. and be 
the lawes and actcyb of parliament of this kingdome, 
and constant practiq ; thereof, particularlie be^ the 
78 act, S9 parliament Q. Marie, the cryme of witcb* 
craft is dedaired to be ane horreid, abominable and 
capitall cryme, punishable with the paanes of death 
and confiscatiown of moveables. Never the less it 
is of veritie, that you have comitted, and ar gwyltie 
of the said cryme of witchcraft, in swa far ye have 
entered in pactiown with the devill, the enemie of 
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your salvatiown, and have renownced our 
Lord and Savior, and your baptixme, and have 
given your selffes, both soulles and bodies to the 
devil, and have bein severall mettings with the 
devill, and swndrie wyth witches in diverse places ; 
and particularlie, ye the said Annaple Thomsone 
had a metting with the devill the tyme of your 
weidowhood, befoer yow was maried to your last 
husband, in your cwming betwixt Linlithgow and 
Borrowstownes, where the devil, in the lyknes of 
ane black man, told yow, that you wis ane poore 
puddled bodie, and had ane evili lyiff, and difficul- 
tie to win throw the world ; and promesed, iff yee 
wald followe him, and go alongst with him, yow 
should never want, hot have ane better lyiff : and, 
abowt fyve wekes therefter, the devill appeired to 
yow when yow wis goeing to the coal-hill abowt 
sevin a clock in the morning. Having renewed his 
former tentatiown, you did oondeschend thereto^ 
and declared yowrselff content to follow him, and 
becwm his servant ; wherewpon the devill threw 
yow to the grownd, and had carnal oopwlatiown 
with yow ; and ye, and each persone of yow, wis at 
several mettings with the devill in the Linkes of 
Borrowstowness, and in the howss of yow Besde 
Vickar, and ye did eatt and drink with the deviU, 
and with on another, and with witches in hir howss 
in the night tyme ; and the devill and the said Wm 
Craw browght the ale which ye drank, extending 
to abowt sevin gallons, from the howss of Elizabeth 
Hamilton ; and yow the said Annaple had ane 
other metting abowt fyve wekes ago, when you wis 
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goeing to the coal-hill of Grange^ and he inveitted 
yow to go aloDgest and drink with him in the 
Grange-pannes ; and yow the said Margaret Frin- 
gil have hem ane witch thir many yeeres bygane ; 
hath renowncid yowr baptisme, and becwm the 
devilTs' senxant,. and prom^ to follow him ; and 
the devill had carnal! eopwlatiown with yoWi and 
tuik you by the righti hand, . whereby it was, fov 
eight dayes, grevowslie pained,; butbaving ij^ twiW 
ched of new againe,. it imediatlie b^cam haiU : and 
yow the said Margaret Hamilton iias bc^in the de- 
villus servant these eight or nyne yeres bygwe ; 
and he appered and conversed with yow at the 
tounp-well of BorrowsiMmes, and several tymes in 
yowr awin howss^ and drank, severall iphoppep^ of 
ale with you, and thereafter had carnall cc^wl^ 
down with yow ; and the devill. ^ve y^w ane fyve 
merk peice of gold, whilk a lyttil efter becam ane 
sklaitt stone ; and yow the said Margaiiet Hamil- 
ton, reUct of James PoUwart,. has bein ane witcb» 
and the devilV servimt thertie yeres since, haith 
fenowncid yowr baptizme as said is, and.haa bad 
carnall copwladown with the devill in the lykne9 
oi ane man, hot he removed fric»n yow in the Jyki^ 
of ane black dowg : and ye, and ilk ane of yow wi3 
at ane metting with the devill and wtber witche9 a4; 
the Crpce of Murestaine above ilCnnetl, upon the 
thvettesn of October last, where yow idl danced^ 
and the devill acted the pyiper^ and where yow ei^ 
devored to have distroyed Andraw Mitchell, sone 
to John Mitdiell, elder in Dean of Hinneill. 
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Precept qra WikJieSf and the Witnesses and Assyig- 

sersy 1679. 



Cochran of Barbbachlay, Bichard Et- 
phin&town of , SundelaiidB of Hilder- 

stown, Comwal of Bonhard, Robert Ha- 

milton of Dechmont, baillzie of the rqpillitie df 
Borrow8townes, Sir John Harper advocat, Mr 
William Dundas, and Mr John Prestowne advo- 
eats, commissioners of justidarie, spedaUie con* 
stitwte, nominat, and appoynted by the lordes cS 
his majestie^s most honowrflble privie oownsell for 
the tryall and j wdging of the persones after namit ; 
To our lovitts messengers, macers, 

and officers of cowrt, owr shirriffs in that pairt, 
conjunctlie and severallie, speciallie oonstitwte, 
greitting : For sameikillais the day of 
is appoynted by ws for the trying and jud^g off 
Anabill Thomson widow in Borrowstownes, Mar- 
garet Pringle relict of the decist John Campbell 
rive-wright ther, Margaret Hamilton relict of the 
deceist James PoUwart ther, Wm. Craw indweller 
ther, Bessie Viccar relict of the decdst James Pen- 
nie indweller ther, and Margarett Hamilton relict 
of the deceist Thomas Mitchell, who are apprehen- 
dit and imprisoned in the tolbuith of Borrowstow- 
nes, as suspect gwilty of the abominable oyme of 
witchcraft, by entering into pactiown with the de- 
vlll, renwpcing their baptbm and comittiDg oinuk- 
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l^/ldes : Wherefoir nescessary it is, that the sudes 

persons should be summonded to wnderlye the lawe 

for the samen, and that witness and assyssers should 

be cited against them, to the effect, and under the 

paines efter specifiet. Heuefoib, this precept sein, 

we chairge you passe, and in owr soveraigne lordes 

name and authority, and owrs, comand and chairge 

the saides persones above compleaned upon, to 

compeir befoir ws, or any three of us (who are by 

our said commissiown declaired to be a quorum), 

within the said tolbuith of Borrowstownes, the nyne- 

te«n day of December nixt, in the howr of cawse, 

ther to wnderlye the lawe, for the crymes above 

specifiet, and that under the paines contained in the 

new acts of parliament : And sicklyik, summon, 

waime and chairge ane assyse of honest and famous 

persones, not exceeding the number of fortie-five, 

togither with such witnesses who best know the 

veritie of the persones above compleaned upon ther 

gwiltynes, to compeir befoir us, day and place 

foirsaid, in the howr of cawse, the persones of * 

witness, to bear leall and soothfast witnessing in the 

premiss, and the inqueist to passe upon the assyse 

each persone, under the paine of ane hundreth 

merks, according to justice, ais ye will answer to us 

therwpon : the whilk to doe commits to you, con-t 

junctlie and severalie, our fwll power, be thir our 

lettres, delyvering them be you dewUie execut and 

indorset againe to the beirer. Given under our 

hands at Borrowstownes, the twentie-nynt day of 



* ThiB word is interlined, and the word inqueist scored out. 
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November, ane thouBaade 


six Jiuniler apd seventie 


nyne yein. 


1 


(Sie SybmrHUur) 


B. Hamiltok, 




J« CdBirWAT.t, 


• 


Rich. ExiPHEmtokk, 




W. DtnvDAS. 



Ane lAii Gf ihe PenomB to he warned to passe 
upon the Assjfujbr Judgkiff ihe WUcTies in 
Barromstoames. 

m 

Barrome qf Carridm.' 

Bobert Ballendin elder in Nortfabank> 

Alex. Brown in Bonbard^ 

John Irwynei there^ 

James Lamb there, 

George Storie in Mure-edge, 

Thomas Knox wiver in Littiiji CAmdin^ 

John M eldrum ther, 

George Yowng in Murrayes, , 

John Brown oversman ther, 

George Smyth ther, 

John Robertsone in Bonhard-panns^ 

John Daviesone ther, 

John PooU ther. 

Town qf Borrowstownes^ - 

George Bennet, 

James Cassilles elder, skipper^ 
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Alex. DrjsdaiJl skipper, 
James Hardie glover, 
Alex. Rondie baxter 
Richard Carss, 
James Hamilton elder, 
James Hwtton baxter, 
Andrew Hamiltoii, 
Thomas Downie, 
James Mwngill wiver, 
Rob. Downie. 

Baaronie qf KvaneXU, 

George Gib in Kinneii Carss, 

Alex. Gib in Inneraven, 

John Glen ther 

John Baird ther 

James Dobbie in Nether Einneil, 

Patrick Hardie ther, 

John Didc in Woodheid, 

John Wilson in Over Slinneil, 

James Thomscm ther, 

James Lithgow in Balderstown^ 

John Hardie, maltman in Burrowstown, 

James Thomson ther. 

Barrome tf PoUmont. 

James Bum of Clerkstoun, 
James Monteth of Myln-hall, 
Alex. Whyte in Hill, 
Patiack Ballanden of Parkend, 
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John MaincheU in Whjtende^ 
Andrew Johnstown in PoUmont, 
David Ballanden in Beddings' 
James Gaff ther, 
Greorge Mureheid ther» 
William Rwchat of Ruch-haugh, 
John Grintown in Grillstown Loanfeote^ 
Henry Taylor in Whyteside, 
John Purgat of firuchtown Crag. 



Orier and Warrandjbr Burning the WUches qf 
BorrawHoameiy Dec. 19» 1679; 

FoBSAMEiKLS as Annabil Thomft>n widdow in 
Borrowstownes, Margaret Pridgle rdict of the de- 
oeast John Campbell ther, Margaret Hamiltown 
relict of the deoeast James PoUwart ther, William 
Craw indweller ther, Bessie Wicker relict of the 
deceast James Pennie th^, and Margaret Hamil- 
town relict of the deceast Thcmias Mitdidl ih&y 
prisoners in the tbibuith of Borrowstownes, are 
found guiltie be ane assyse, of the abominable 
cryme of witchcraft committed be them, in maner 
mentioned in their dittayes, and are decerned and 
adjudged be us under subscrjrrefB (commissioners 
of justiciary speciallie appoynted to this effect) to 
be taken to the west end of Borrowstownes, the 
ordinar place of execution ther, upon Tuesday the 
twentie-third day of December current, betwixt 
two and four a dock in the efkemoon, and ther to 
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be wirried at a steack till they be dead, and there- 
efter to have their bodies burnt to ashes. These 
therefoir require and command the baylie principal 
off the regalitie of Borrb^stownes, and his deputts, 
to see the said.sentance and doom put to dew exe- 
cution in all poynts, as yee will be answerable. 
Given under our hands at Borrowstownes the nyn* 
teenth day of December 1679 yem. 

W. DUNDAS, 

Rich. Blphinstoke^ 
Wa. Sakdilanss, 

J. CoKNWALLy 

J. Hamilton. 
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TRIAL 



ISOBEL ELLIOT, AND NINE OTHER 
WOMEN. 

Records ^ Juttieiaty, Se^ember 19, 1678. 



In 1678, Isobel Elliot snd nine otber women were 
tried for witchcraft in one day. The uticlei of io- 
dictment against all of them w«re pretty much the 
same. Thoee exhibited against Isobel Elliot were 
as follows : That ^x>ut two years ago she st^d at 
home from the kwlt at the dedre of her mistress, 
who was a witch, when the devil had a meeting with 
the prisoner, her mistress, and two other witches ; 
that he kissed the prisoner, bt^tized her on the face 
wiih an waff'^hia hand Hke a dewingy and oSered 
to lie with her, but forbore because she was with 
child ; that after she was kirked the devil often met 
her, and had carnal coptdation with her. The pri- 
soner and the other nine miserable women under- 
went all the legal forms inddent to their unhappy 
situation among that deluded snd barbarous people. 
They had been prosecuted by his Majesty's Advo- 
cate; they judicially acknowledged their guilt, were 
convieted by the jury, condemned by the judges, 
and burned by the executioner,— ^r kavinff had 
carnal copulation tnth the devil! ! ! 
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CONFESSIONS 
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OF 



HELEN TAYLOR IN EYEMOUTH, 

AND 

MENIE HALYBURTON IN DIRLTON, 

ACCUSED OF WITCHCRAFT, 1649. 

WITH THE 

DECLARATION 

OF 

JOHN KINCAID, PRICKER. 



COPIED FROM THE OEI6INAL& 



THE 



CONFESSIOUN 



OF 



HELENE TAILZEAR 



Jul 8, 1649^ 

Being the Sabbath day, Mr Samuel Dowglas, 
preaching at Eymouth, after sermon, Helen Tail- 
zear desyred to speik with the said Mr Samuel!, 
who coming to hir, thair being also present Samuel 
Lauder and George Halliday, she confessed these 
particularis, viz. firsts at Candilmas bygon two 
yeirs, scho cam into Isobell Brown^s hous, quhair 
the divill was sitting in the liknes of a gentill man 
at the tabill drinking with Isobell Brown, who took 
hir in his armes without any moir speiking at that 
tyme. 

SeomHiej Scho declairs, that after shee cam to 
Isobell Brown's hous ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ whair the divill 
was in the same likness as befor, and layd his 
hand upon hir head, and sayd, you sail be on of 
myne so long as you live. And that he gave hir 
two dolleris, and when shoe cam home they wer 
butt twa stanes. 
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Thirdliej Shee declain, diat ahee was at ane 
meitiiig with Isobell Brown, Alison Cairns, Margin 
ret Dobson, and Beatrix Young, and that thu went 
all alc«g to William Bumettis hous, be lying sick, 
and that coming to the hous, Maigaret Dobson was 
in the liknes of ane black hen, and went in at the 
chimley head, and Beatrix Young in the liknes of 
a Utill foall, and that hirself was in the liknes of 
ane Utill quhelp ; IsobeU B/pwn wes in hir owin 
liknes, with a long tul'^d courtshaw upon hir head, 
and Allison Ciums werm hir owin liknes ; and that 
Isobell Brown desired her to go into William Bur- 
nettis hot shee reftiissed, quhai^pon Isobell Brown 
did stryk her ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ on the back. 

Fourilie^ Shee declau^ that Marioun Bobisson 
wes ane witch, and that shee was William Bumit^s 

death. 

i ■ ■ 

4 

(Signed) Mr Saxtuxl Bovolas, MiniiUr 

at CoU&nghame. 
S. ZjAUDbb* 
G. Hallidat. 
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DEPOSITION 



OT 



MENIE HALIBURTOUN. 



At tHrUawh June, 1649i 

CoMPEi&iT Menie Halliburton, prissoner within 
the Castle, suspect of the cryme of witchcraft, de? 
laitit guiltie be Agnes Clerkson, tait sufferer for the 
said cryme ; as also be Patrik Watsone^ spouse to 
the said Menie, who lykewisse iuflerit thairfoir, 
and confeitoit, that auchtein y^ syne, or thairby, 
hir dochter being seik, soho first sent for Patrik 
Chry stison in Aberledie^ tc^ eum and cure hir doch- 
ter, and he ref oisdng, went fairself for him, who re- 
fused to cure hir ; and within * ♦ * days after 
came the -detill in liknes of a man into hir hous^ 
calling himself a physition, and said to her, that 
he had good salves (and namelie oylispek), whair- 
with he would cure hir dociiter ; and aggreing with 
him for some of his salves quhilk he gave hir, shee 
gave him two Inglis shillings. He then departed, 
and promised to come agane within eight dayis, 
whilk accordinglie he did, hot or he went away the 
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first tyme, sbee gave him milk and brad ; and Pa> 
Ink Watscme coming in, he sent for a pynt of aiei 
bot at bis second coming be stayit all night, and 
upon the mome lurlie (Fatiick being furth), hi cam 
the divill and lay doun with hir, who h&Dg yitt in 
bed, and had carnal copulatioun with hir, hia na- 
ture bang cald. He desyrit hir to renunce Chryst 
and hir baptisme, and become his servant, quhilk 
scho did. And sayis, thai lur dochter had the 
vyte of alt htr wickit wisung, and wisnng she had 
nevir beeae bome. 

This deposition was renewed in, all the particu- 
lars by the said Menie, in the foreacud place, on 
Sunday the first of July, 1649, before Alexander 
Leringston of Saltcoatts, James Borthwick cham- 
berlane, James Lawder, John Stalker baillie, Wm; 
Dalzell, and Mi John M*Ghie, minister at Dirl- 
toun. 

(Signed) J. Makobis. 

Alex. Levinosiouk, aiiiness. 

Ja. Bobthwicx. 

James LAunsa. 

John Stalker. 

W. Dalzell. 

Wai-iss Mabsuali.. 



THE^ 



DECLARATION 



OB" 



JOHN KINCAII). 



June, 1649- 

The whilk day, in presence of Alex. Leving- 
ston of Saltooattis, James Borthwick cbalmerlain 
of Dirltoun, John Stalker baillie thairof, James 
Foirman in Drem, Mr James Achieson in North* 
Berwick, and William Dalzell notar, Patrick WaU 
son in West Fenton, and Menie Haliburtoun his 
spous, bruitted and long suspect of witchcraft, of 
thair awinJHe xbUI tmcompeUit^ heiring that I John 
Eincaid under subscryvand wes in the toune of 
Dirltoune, and had some skill and dexterity in try- 
ing of the divillis marke in the personis of such as 
wer suspect to be witches, came to the broad hall 
in the Castell of Dirltoune, and desyred me the 
said John Eincaid to use my tryall of thame as I 
had done on utheris, whilk when I had done, I 
found the divillis marke upon the bak syde of the 
said Patrik Watsone, a littill under the point of 
hb left shoulder, and upon the left syde of the said 
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Menie Halyburtoun hir neck a littill abore her left 
shoulder, whairof thay wer not sensible, nather 
cam furth thairof any bloode after I had tryed the 
samin as exactlie as ever I did any uthers. This 
I testifie to be of veritie upon my credit and con- 
science. In witnes quhairof, I bare subsoTvit thir 
presents with my hand, day and place forsaid, be- 
foir ther witnesses above qpecifiet 

J. K. 

Alex. Leyingstoun, wUness. 
Ja« Bobtjeiwick, toUness. 
John Stalker, wUness. 
Javss FoawAN, wUness. 
Ja. Achesons, unifies. 
W. Dalzelx., mtness^ 



tHti 

TRIAL 

OP 

WILLIAM COKE AND ALISON DICK, 

FOE 

WITCHCRAFT. 

Ejvtractedjrom the Minuies of the Kirk^SeseUm of 

KirkaMy, A. D. 1686. 



Sept^er 6«7i, 1633. 

Th£ which day, compeared Alison Dick, chal- 
lenged upon some speeches uttered by her against 
William Coke, tending to witchcraft,*— denied the 
samyne. 

1. Compeared Ale^nder' Savage, Andrew Niool, 
and Greorge Tillie, who being admitted and. 
sworn, deponed as follows : The said Alexander 
Savage, that he heard the said Alison Dick say 
to her husband William Coke, < Thou has put 
down many ships ; it had been gude for the 
people of Kirkaldie, that they had knit a stone 
about thy neck and drowned thee.^ 
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2. Andrew Niool deponed, that he beard the said 
Alison say to him, < Thou has gotten the wo- 
man'^s song laid, as thou prmnised ; thou art 
orer-long living ; it had been gude far the wo- 
men of Eirkaldy^ that thou hiul beeQ dead long 
rinoe. I shall cause dl the world wondw upon 
thee.* 

8. George Tillie deponed, that he heard her say to 
him, ^Itbadhatngude for the women afXkk- 
aldy, to put him to death ; and that he had died 

seven years since.* 

> • 

Also compeared Jean Adamson, Kathrine Spens, 
lliurion If ea«oii, Isobel Mimnoii, Alimi Kellach^ 
who bemg adnujbtfdan^ sworn, deponed as follows : 

4. Jean Adamson deponed, that she heard Alison 
Dick say to her husband William Coke, < Thief t 
Thittt what is dMs that I have been doing P 
k^epiqg tb^ thretity jwfb ftom m^iUe evU do- 
lAg. Hmy pretty m$n has thou putteu down 
both in idtips md ba»t»; <bap hm gotten tbt 

woman^s song laid now. Let honest men piMi»> 
die and work as they like, if they please not 
tbee well, they sbaU not b«ve loeikte to th^ &>rf 
when they die.' 

& Katbrinf l^pans deponed, tbat^be h^ctrd h^ say 
to him, * Commoo tWef, I h»^ hiniJered ihee 
from mmj ill Uxm^ (iomg, }HAb to ship? and 
boats; 

6 ]yjiirio^ Meaera d^poped, thftt »he hfi^^ 

« Common jttpqf, vsmg W t^m Hy^ I hiniler. 



^ tbf9 ihw d<Kng tbu* lihrM^ yem; vnony 
shipv aiid ba»t9^ h^ (b W put dpwA ; m4vjien 
I would b^iv^ hMm tib^ 9triQg tp b&ve Miffed 

.' pw mf«» thfHi wM mU^ 

% Isobdl Mu]:i9a9 d^pvm^ Aal; fibe jboMrd ]9«i: say 
Uk Jmh * Thi«f» d;»i«ff I biiv«keq)^d tbe« &om 
dping: mmy Ul UiTP^ft- Thm biw a«v }atd the 

. ^w»i»]fs song; 

9^ Cpia)p«av«K} fm^ Alkn> t^Uct pf ijooqubile 

emm W iqpm 4 «^rteiQ ti»i^ lo her hQii9^ when 
0he ivd» lyiiKg M> of » hmn^ wd t^r^v^ «ome 
iow bak«^ f md «rh9 dmymg to. giy^ her •ny, 

. ^e md AHficm md» ypor bwfn* «bi^ Wgyet, 
(s« tboy 4oi) AacI her hwbiu»d bei»g mgry 

, ftt her, pa^pm^ her ; a»d «be fd^wi^ Um in 
language, ^ gi^ wh^m he. ^tv^k her, iibe mix that 
she «b9uld fiAUM him f«9 it; end the hpped Uk 
eee the ppwi^e bJcg m bU hwi end wiihin 
haU* a y^fv he wa^ e»stm «wiiy» «Dd hie boat, 
and penebedU 

^ tmet Seudf f s, deught^MDrJi^w to the wd Wil- 
1 wn C^ke end A^9m JAiK depp«ed» that Wil- 
)iais9 Cok^ ceme^p to her, eii4 she bei^ «%ep- 

ing) he demanded the cause of it, she answered^ 

it wae for her hiisband. The $iid WiUiaiia flei4» 

Whiit aib the©? Tl¥)tt wUt g^ thy gwlinan 

' ^UmQ> l^^t ye wiU get him both mik^andbare; 

and whereas there was m wefi si Mm fiNr a 
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kmg time before^ he came homewiduii two days 
thereafter, naked and hare ag he said ; the sihip 
wherein he waa being casten away. 

4,10. Jean Adamflcm deponed, that when her gud* 
man sailed with David Bobertson, the said Da«' 
vid having sent him home with a ship to oome 
for Scotland, there was a long time that there 
was no word of that ship ; so that David Ro- 
bertson coming home, and the other ship not 
ocHue, nor no word ftom her, be said he would 
never see her. The said Alison Diek came in 
to her, (she with her bairns being weeping)^' 
and said. What ails ye Jean to weep ? She an- 
swered. We have all good cause to weep for my 
husband, whom we will never see more. The 
said Alison said, hold your tongue, your gud« 
man and all the company are wdl enough; they 
are in Korway loading their ship with timber to 
come home, they will be here shortly. And so 
it fell out in every point as she said. 

d, 11. Kathrine Spens deponed, that William Coke 
came in to her, after that his wife had spoken 
so much evil* to him, and said, Kathrin^ my 
wife has spoken meikle ill of me this day, but 
I said nothing to her again. If I had spoken 
two words to her the last time she was in the 
steeple, she w6uld never have gotten out of it. 

Minutes of S4th September, ordains Mr James 
Miller to ride to Preston for the man that tries 
the witches. The expence to be paid by the 
Town and Session. 
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tSfptcmbcT %thy 

\% Coippeared Iscflbel Haj, spouse to Alexander 
Law, against Afison Didk, who bang sworn, 
deponed, that she harving come m to her house, 
her hiii^lMaid bring sewlj sailed, she craved 
ikxmeinoneyof her, which she refused, and bbast- 
ed her. The said Aiison sud. It shall gang wair 
geats ; and that same voyage, her husband had 
grelitiess. Andtheveafter, the said Alison came 
in tt> her house, she being forth, and took her 

^ ihsket by ^ hand, and since that time, the 

^ mnkien had never been in her right wits. 

IS. Wilfiani B«vic declared, that 3Robert Why t 
having cmee stricken WSiamOoke, Alison Sick 
his wife, came to the said Robert, and itoid. 
Wherefore have ye stricken my husband ? I 
riidl cause you rue it. The said Robert reply- 

* ing. What sayest ihou ? I shall give you as 
much—- you witch. SJie answered, * Witches 

" ' trfte Ifce wit and the grace from" you ;* and that 
same night, he was bereft of his wits. 

14. Janet Whyt, daughter to the sdd Robert, 
eompearing, affirmed the said dittay to be true 
upon her oath. And added, that she went to 
the sjud AHson, and reproved her^ laying the 
wyt of her father'^s sickness upon her. Let him 
pay me then, and he will be tetter; but if he 

' , pay me not, he will be worse; for thefre is 
none that does me wrong, but I go to my god 
and oMupliuns .upon them, and within 24[ hours 
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I will get amends of them. The said Janet 
Whyt declared, that Aliaoo Dick said to her 
servant, Agnes Fairlie, I have gotten a grip of 
your gudwife^s thigh ; I shall get a grip of her 
leg next; the said Janet having burnt her thigh 
before with lint : and thereafter she has taken 
such a pain in her leg, that she can get no re- 
medy for it Whilk the said Agnes Fairlie de- 
poned upon her great oath to be true. 
15. Alison Dick herself declared, that David Pa- 
terson, skipper, having struck William Coke 
her husband, and drawn him by the feet, and 
compelled him to bear his gear aboard, the said 
William cursed the said David, and that voy« 
Bge he was taken by the Dunkirkers. Aho, 
at another time thereafter, he compelled him 
to bear his gear aboard, and a captain^s who 
< was with him, and when the captain would 
have paid him, the said David would not suffer 
him ; but he himself gave him what he liked* 
The ^d William cursed the said David very 
vehemently ; and at that time he himself pe. 
rished, his ship^ and all his company, except 
two or three. Also she declared, that when bis 
own son sailed in David Why t^s ship, and gave 
not his father his bonnallie, * the said William 
said. What ? Is he sailed, and given me no- 
thing ? The devil be with him ; if ever he come 
home again, he shall come home naked and 
bare ; and so it fell out For John Whyt^ 



• Hifl fiuewfU cup. 



I 
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wbo had that ship freighted to Norway, and 
another wherein himself was, declared, that 
they had very foul weather; and the ship 
wherdn the said young William Coke was, 
perished ; and he saved all the men in the ship 
wherein he was himself. And albdt the storm 
increased two days before the perishing of the 
, said chip, and six days after, yet the two hours 
space in which they were saving the men, it 
was so calm in that part of the sea, that they 
rowed from one ship to the other with two 
oars, and the sea was all troublesome about 
than. And the said William Coke the younger, 
was the first man that came a shipboard. * 

Paction.— The same day, Alison Dick being de* 
manded by Mr James Simson, minister, when, 
and how, she fell in covenant with the devil f 
She answered, her husband mony times urged 
her, and she yielded only two or three years 
since. The manner was thus— -He gave her, 
soul and body, quick and quidder full to the 
devil, and bade her do so. But she in her 
heart said, Grod guide me. And then she ss^d 
to him, I shall do any thing tliat ye bid me : 
and so she gave herself to the devil in die fore- 
said words.->^This she confessed about four 
hours at even, freely, without compuliuon, be- 
fore Mr James Simfion, minister, William Ten- 
nent, haillie, Robert French, town-clerk, Mr 
fTphn Malcolme, schoolmaster^ William Cra^9 
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aad me, th« mat Mr Jomm Mikr, writer heie- 
of. 

Octoitr 15<». 

1& The which day, ooBapeoied GhtMtittfi Ronald- 
son, Bgmmt AhMtk IXck, irh<y» in her presence 
being flwora, dqxned, that she hattng fl^ an 
bouse to the tmd Alison, and when the gti&nan 
came home he was angry, and said, he would 
no« hare the devil to dwefl abore him in the 
dosB ; and he went and latnick up the door, 
Mii pot forth the ehimnej that she put in it. 
And thereafter, Alisoit eame to the said Chris- 
tian, and chopped upon her shoulder, and said 
to her, Christie, your gudman is going to sa£F, 
and he has ane stock among ins hand!, but ere 
long, his stock shdl be as diort as mine. And 
80 it fell out, for he was casten away in David 
Whyt*8 ship, and sated nothing. 

Ockber 9SUL 

IV. Compeared Meijory Marshall, i^gainsf Alison 
Dick, who being sworn, deponed, diat Alison 
having brought her gudman^ cloaths once from 
the Castle-haven, ♦ she offered her llfed for her 
labour, who would not have it ; asnd she said to 
her, Alison, there is not many of them. She 



* ^Probably Eavenscraig Castle, at the east end of Path- 
bead. Ed. 
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answered, they shall be fewer the next time ; 
and the next voyage he was cast away in David 
WhytV ship. 

18, Compeared also Kathrine Wilson, who being 
sworn, deponed, that she and Janet Whyt be« 
ing sliding together, Alison IKck came to them, 
and asked silver fn»n Janet Whyt, who would 
give her none, but fled her company into the 
said Kathrine^s house, and she followed, and 
she gave her a piece bread, and Janet Whyt 
bade her give her a plack also, and she should 
pay her again. And when she got it» she said. 
Is this all that she gives me ? If she had ^ven 
me a groat, it would have vant^^ed her a thou- 
sand punds. This is your doing, evil tidings 
come upon you. And she went dowfi the closs, 
and pissed at their meal-cellar door ; and after 
that, they had never meal in that cellar, (they 
being meal makers.) And thereafter they 
bought a horse at 40 lib., and the horse never 
carried a knd to them but two, but died in the 
batis, huping to deaths so that every body said 
that he was witched 

October 29th. 

19. Eupben Boswell being sworn, deponed, that 
her gudman being to sail to the East country, 
loaden with salt, the said Aliacki Dick having 
bom some of the Salt aboard, she came ta her 
and craved money from her,, who gave her meat, 
but would ^ve her no money, saying to her, 
Alison, my gudman has paid you himself, and 
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tbere&re, I will pve you nothing. She re- 
{riied, WiUyegiTcmeiiDthiiig? IhofteinGocI 
it will be bettn sharp (cheaper) mid m>t it was 
bei^lrt : and w it fell out, for the ihip sailed 
Hfon the mora, and (he d»y after tbat, she 
■ink, calt and aU^ except the men, who were 
aaved by another ahip that was near by them. 
90. ThomM Muitard being twom, deponed, that 
Jamm Wilaoo gon^ <»tce to aoil, Alison Dick 
came to htm, and deeyrcd siUer from him, he 
would give her none ; sbe-abued him- with lan- 
guage, and he strnck fats ; she scud to him, that 
that band should do him little good that voy- 
age ; and within two dayi after, his hand swell- 
ed OS great as a pint-stoup, so that he could get 
little at notlni^ done with it. -The next time 
alio when he was to sail, the swd Alison went 
betwixt bita and the boat ; and he said, Yon 
same witch thief is going betwixt me and the 
boat, I must have blood of her ; and he went 
and struck her, and bled h«-, and she cursed 
him and banned him ; and that same voyage, 
he being in Ciuthness, stuiding upon the shore 
deithing a tow, and a boy with him, the sea 
came and took him away, and he died ; and the 
' boy was well enough. 

Desire* Mr Bobert Dou^os * to go to the Arch- 
bishop wi^ this process, to ^t his approbation 
ther«lo, who takes upon him to do the same. 



* Who preidied the B 
■t Sc(m«, Juiu«i7 lat le. 
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Minute of November 19th. — 6s. given for a load^ of 
coah to Alison Dick ;— ].4s. for her entertain- 
ment this -week bygone, being this day, with 
her husband William Coke, burnt for witch- 
craft. 



In the minute of Ytth December^ there is a partis 
eular 'account of {he Town and SessimCs extnwfrdi- 
nary Debursemerits for " William Ccke and ARson 
Dicky Witches. 

In primis.'^To Mr James Miller, when 

he went to Prestowne for 
a man to try them, 47s. £i 7 
7^^m.— 'To the man of Culross, 
(the executioiier) wh^nhe 
went away the first time, 
12s. - . . 1« 
//^w.— For coals for the witches, 

24s. - - - 1 4 
Item.^^In purchasing the commis- 
sion, - - 9 3 
Item. — For one to go to Finmouth 
for the laird to sit upon 
their assise as judge, 6 
/few.— -For harden to be jumps to 

them, - . 8 10 

/few.— For making of them, - 8 

Summa for the kirk's part - £17 1 Scots. 
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The TcmiBpaH tfEwpmsei Ddmrsed exiraordi- 
narUy upon William Coke and AKson Dick. 



In jprimis.'^^For ten loads of coals to 

bum them, 5 merks, if 8 6 8 
liem.'^FoT a tar barrel» lis. 14 
Item.'^For towes, - - - 6 
Item.'^To him that brought the 

executioner, • 2 18 
/i^fm.— -To the executioner for 

his pains, - • - 8 14 
/i^€f».-— For his expenses here, 16 4 
/i^^m.— -For one to go to Fin- 
mouth for the laird, 6 



Summa town^s part, - £17 10 Scots. 
Both, , . 34 11 



I J 



TheJbOowmg occqiuM ** ^ voucher of . a payment 
made by Alexander LouMon, afacUrr on, tfu 
estate qf Burncasilej the proprietor idng then a. 
minor and infimL It is entered in pie factor's 
books thus : 

Mair for Margarit. Dunhome the time sche was ia 
prison, and wa's put to deatb, 069 : 14 : 4. 

Count gifin. out be Alexander. Xiouddon in LyI- 
stoun, in ye yeir of God 1649 yeiris, for Maiv 
grit Bolltnoane in Btnmcastell. 

Item, in ye first, to Wm. Currie and 
Andrew Oray 'for thfet^tftc^^ 
' hit' y€ space df 80 ilayi&, in^ ^ ' f 

, day, XXX sh inde - - • '^ lib Stotts 

Item mair to Jon Kinked fy/r-. blpd- 

ding of her ♦ - . •-. * vi lib Scotts 

Mair for meat and drink and wyae to 

him and his man ^. ; ;^ , iiij lib Scotts 

Mair for cloth to hir • - iij lib Scotts 

Mair for twa tare treis - - xl sh Scotts 

Item mair for twa treis, and ye ma- 
king of them to the warkmen - iij lib Scotts 

Item to ye hangman in Hadingtoun, 
and fetchin of him, thrie dollores 
for his pens, is - - iiij lib xiiii sh 

Item mair for meit and drink and 

wyne for his intertinge - iii lib Scotts 



* See his declaiation, pag^ ill. 
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Item mair fer aoe man and twa hons, 
for je fetcheing of him, and ta- 
luDg of Bitn bame agane - xl i 

Mair to hir for meit and drink ilk ane 
day, iiij th the space of xxx dajes. 



TiUb Scotta 



Item mur to ye twa officers for yr fie 
ilk day sex shilline au^t pennea, 
is - - - X lib Scotts 

Summa is iiij scoir xii lib xiiij sh 

GoiLUsi Laudbb. 
Uk. Lausbb BiLZAoas. 

Takin of tlus above written unme twentie-seaven 
pundii Scotis qlk the md iimql Maigrit Din- 
ham bad erf" her ain. 

M : 14 : — 

87;—: — 
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MINUTES, &c. 



Torrjfy June SOth, 1704. 

SEDERirKT, WJf • HUTTON^ WM. BALGLISH, WM. RfilD, 
. JOHK MITCHELI.^ IXAVID dTEftlT^ GEO. TILL^H^ 
WITH THE lilNISTEE. 

. TBEsesudnbdng called, jmir^notof Upon a fla- 
grant rumour, that Jean Bizet, wife to James Ta- 
nochie, had been moleBted by Satan, and had com- 
plained of some particular person of the devirs in- 
struments in that trouble that she lay under. Where- 
upon the minister ordered the officor' to cite the 
said Jean Bizet, dbo Lilias Adie and Janet Whj^e, 
whom she was said to complain of; and also to cite 
Mary Wilson, who is said to have taken the charm 
by sttoking up her head ; and also, he wdered the 
officer to cite Tanochie^s daughter, with James 
Tanochie, James Whyte and his wife, Helen An* 
derson, and Mary Nielson, who are said to know 
something of the drcumstances of that affair. 

lifi^, Jean Bizet being called, compeared not, upon 
whkh the offioer is ordered to cite her to the 
n«t. 

2db, There being a public report that Janet Whyte 
> ^dMwldhave threatened James Taoochii^'s&ini]^ 
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with a mischief, but particularly his wife, before 
this befell ; the said Janet was called, and in- 
terrogate, if ever she threatened James Tano- 
chie^s wife, she declares, that she never threat- 
ened any such thing, nor thought so. More- 
over, she said, that James his wife would not 
say so, otherwise she would lay down her head 
' upon a scaffold. She said, that she was not at 
her since she took that distemper, and saw her 
Bot sinoe, but saw her on the Monday bcfcce, 
and her husband^s daughter, and Jean Arohi- 
bald in Culross ; but upon the morrow the wo- 
man was txouUed. James White beb^ odled, 
declared, that Jean Bizet was in a dia temp fy 
upon Tuesday the 13th dky of June, inHelen 
Anderson^s house, betwixt 9 and 10 at nq^t, 
and seemed drunk* 

Site, That she drank not a g^ in that house, bat 
before she came to Helen's house, she was about 
half an hour in Maty Wilson^s. 

4fo, She seemed to be strangely distempered, and 
he heard her say, Agnes, beware lest Lilias- 
Adie come upon you and your chiJd. 

9d, She said to Mary Nielson, Lilias Adie tiniks 
to use me aa she used your siiteiC 
io, She eonlplaiiied upon Mary Wilson, but none 
saw the said Mary ; as she went home, she cry- 
^, fioi9, fUMv, Jeninfy FU he Jl^kd nmi^ ^mi 
ihtee blew doMetSy frequently, and wringing 
her hands. JVb^e^—She got a considerable sleep 
in Bden'Afidetsoti's; 
») Afr she went home, lie kad let her go^ and she 
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' Hot only went freely, but did run violently, 
without stumbling in the least,* the breadth of 
Torry Park, and he had difficulty to overtake 
her, notwithstanding there was both a dyke 
and furrows in the way. 

&0f He declared, that he heard that the next day 
she was no better. 

7no, He declared, that o& the Monday before, 
Janet Why te said to hhsi, before Jamea Alex- 
ander in Drumfin, that she would make Jean 
Biaet forethilik what she had done to her in not 

■ 

paying her two barrels of ale which she sold her, 
on diis purpose she could not get the maltman 
payed. 
StiOf Helen Anderson being called, declared,, that 
Jean Bizet was in her house, out of Mary Wil- 
sQn% about S or 6 at night the foresaid day, 
and she seei^ed to be strangely distempered^ 
Sdlgif. Her eyes raised, and could drink none; 
Slto, Ater she had sleeped from 6'to near 9» 
and whe& she awaked, she cryed, h/ God he isf 
going to take me! bg Christhe is going to take 
me! O Ul^f mth her biew doublet! O Mary, 
Mary WUaon! repeating C%ri^fo^«i^/ Upon 
whichf Helen said to her busband, did you. ever 
see her in this eoodition? He answered, nev^ 
in my life, but she is too much taken up with 
tiiat company, h\A let me to b^, I shall ding 
tile devil out of her; ; For this she appeals to 
Jamev Tanoehie and his son^: She and Jfunes 
Whyte declares both, that they Are clear tode? 
pime the same* 
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^ Agnes Henderscm, wife to James Whyte, caBed, 

compeared, declared, that she was sent for to James 
Tanochie^s wife the day foresaid , who was in a great 
trouble, and never saw her in the like, fid. That 
she sleept a while, and when she awoke, sheciyed, 
O God ! O Chrwi ! fhere is Lify cemmff ioimheme, 
and ihree Hew donMeU ! O Mary VHShon Icuf me^ 
she is cominff ! She adds, that Jean was in Marj 

f Wilson^s before she came to Helen Anderson^ 

^ and she said, that she cksired her to go home, for 

Lilly will take you and the child both. She heard 
her say to Mary Wilson, it was not to you that 
she did eyil, but to your 'sister, what aileth her at 
me, I never did her any ill. And as she went 
home, she seemed raised, but went and spak very 
well, and she went with her, she heard her qpeak 
often of Lilly by the way, that she was coming to 
take her. And she adds, that as she came first 
into the Newmihi, that she looked and spoke as 

' heartsomely as ever she saw her, and seemed no way 

disordered ; and having carried one of James 
Whyte^s children from the Newmiln to James'^s 
house. And, on the next day, being Wednesday^ 
she went to see how she was, and found her com- 
plaining of a sore head, and in a sweat, and she 
seemed not right ; and she says^ die it dear t9 de- 
pone what she has declared. 

Mary Niekon being called in, said, • that, when 
Sean Bizet came to her mistrless Heleii Anderson 
her house, she was not within, but she was within 
when she awoke out of her sleep. ' 2d, She beard 
horsay, OGod! O Christ Jesus Jce^ me! 8^, She 
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heard iber say, O Jceep me! keqi me ! Umre she i», 
vomin^i lAlfy AHe mlh^her hkw douBktl. id^^ O, 
Mwry^ Whmt Marjf Wibmi Bio^ She 8ud, aS: 
tdie went away out of the hoU^e^ she did no ill to^ 
jFOu, but tcyftmr sister. She is deai: to depoi^all) 
this^ 

Jean Bizet being called in, declares, that on the> 
foresaid Tuesday, she came to the Newmilh in' the 
forenoon, carrying James Why te's son on her back 
from the Craigmiln, and James Whyie was with 
her. %2, She <»me first to Helen Anderson her. 
house, and her husband 1[>eing upon business^ she 
went to Helen Tilloch her house. Stioy She went 
to Mary Wilson's house, where Lott Nicol, unth 
Isobel Harlay, were drinking in the room next to 
the door, and s^e w«it by them to the room, wher^ 
Mary WilsoiF filled a pint of sie and desired her to 
drink of it. She took a drink, but did not drink 
beyond a gill of it ; and Hden^ Tillodii, and Jean 
l7iU4x;h,cani&in'and drank, tho rest, with- many 
others. 4tio, SHe cmdd sosroely have been aquar- 
ter of an hour tbere^ imd thatf she cetumedto^Helea^ 
Anderson h^ * house immediaitely . 

. Mary Wilson cSEilled,.saHd, when Jean Bizet earner 
to her house, she oalledifbr a ohoj^n of ale, and; 
stayed^ until that was (kunk, and another was fill- 
ed^ and a part of that was drunk. ^\ There was» 
none but Helen Tiiloeh and Jean Bizet, add heo^-^ 
self, at the drinking of that ale. SH09 Euphaa' 
Niocd eame in, and she took adrinkxif it; 4toj She 
dedares,' that Jean TQloch was not within the door 
Aen. StOf Robert Niool and Catharine Mitchell, 

M 
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and Margaret Nicol, aster to Robert Niool, 
drinking at the fire-side. 6^0, She declares, that 
she seemeed no ways disordered with drink, nor 
any other wayi 7no, She went up to her on Thurs- 
day afternoon, and she found her lying on her be(], 
and straked her head, and whether she was imme^ 
diately the better of it, or not, she knew not ; but 
she left her sitting at the fire-side with her child on 
her knee. 

Jean Bixet says, Jean Tillocfa was really there. 
9d, She says it was Friday afternoon before she 
settled. 



Tortybum, 99ih Jub/, 1704. — J/ier Prefer, Se- 
derunt, Minister and Elders, 

Lillias Adie being accused of witchcraft by Jean 
Neilson, wlio is dreadfully tormented, the siud 
Lillias was incarcerate by Bailie Williamson about 
ten of the night upon the S8th of July. 

Lillias being exhorted to declare the truth, and 
nothing but truth, she replied, what I am to say 
shall be as true as the sun is in the firmament 

Being interrogate if she was in compact with the 
deTil, she replied, I am in ccMkipact with the de- 
vil, and have been so since before the second burn- 
ing of the witches in this place She further de- 
clared, that the first time she met with the devil 
was at the Grollet, between Torrybum and New- 
milne, in the harvest,' before the sun set^ where he 
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trysted to meet her the day after, which tryst she 
kept, and the devil took her to a stook side, and 
caused her renounce her baptism ; the ceremony he 
used was, he put one hand on the crown of her 
head, and the other on the soles of her feet, with 
her own consent, and caused her say all was the 
devil'^s betwixt the crown of her head and the soles 
of her feet ; and there the devil lay with her car« 
nally ; and that his skin was cold, and his colour 
black and pale, he had a hat on his head, and his 
feet was cloven like the feet of a stirk, as she ob- 
served when he went from her. 

The next time she saw him was at a meeting at 
the Barnrods, to which she was summoned by 
Grissel Anderson in Newmilne, about Martinmas, 
their number was about twenty or thirty, whereof 
none are now living but herself. She adds, it was 
a moonlight night, and they danced some time be- 
fore the devil came on a ponny, with a hat on his 
head, and they clapt their hands and cryed, there 
our Prince, there our Prince, with whom they 
danced about an hour. \ 

The next time was at a meeting at the back of 
Patrick Sands his house, in Yalleyfieldy where the 
devil came with a cap which covered his ears and 
neck ; — ^they had no moonlight. Being interrogate 
if they had any light, she replied, she got light 
from darkness, and could not tell what that light 
was, but she heard them say it came from darkness, 
and went to darkness, and said, it is not so bright 
as a candle, the low thereof being blue, yet it' gave 
such a light as they could discern others faces. 
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There they aixide aboul an hour, and danced a» 
fannediy; she knew none at the meetkig but Els^ 
path WiUiaainoD, whom she saw at the dose of 
the meeting coming down by the dyke-side ; and 
fihcsoid^ she was also at anoth^ meeting in the 
Hai^h of Torry, where they were furaisbed with 
the fonaer light, and she saw Elspeth WiUiamson 
there also. 



July Slst, nO^.— After Pragtr^ SMermiiy Mmi- 

Her aad EUkri. 

Lillias Adie adhered to her JGbnaer €imfessk% 
and added, diere were many meetings she was not 
witness to, and was at many of wbidi she . could 
gire JBO particuhur aocomit ; and you will get more 
news after this. Being interrogate if ahe knew any 
jBore witches in the place, she replied, Agnes Cur-- 
lie is a witch^ but dbe is a bold woman, and wiU 
flee upon me if I should delate her. 

Being interrogate if the devil had a sword, she 
replied, she believed he durst not use a sword ; and 
called him a villain that pmmised her many good 
things when she engaged with him, but never gave 
her any thing but misery and poTerty. 

The last meeting ever she was at, was ]4< days 
after the Sacrament, in the month of August 17&1» 
upon the minister's glebe where the tent stood, diar 
number was 16 or i^ whereof Agnes Cunie waa 
one« She added, thait she made an apology to the 



OF TOSKYBUBK. 187 

meeting, because she could not wait upon them all 
the time, being obliged to go to Borrowstouneiss 
that moming'*8 tide. She added, that she heard 
Jean Neilson was possessed with a devil, and trou-» 
bled with a fit of distemper, but declared she never 
wronged her, though the devil may do it in her 
likeness. 

Elspeth Williamson being called, came into the 
prison where the session sate, and being interrogate 
if Lillias Adie had any envy at her, she answered, 
she knew no envy she had at her. Lillias being 
interrogate if Elspeth Williamson was guilty of 
witchcraft, she replied, she is as guilty as I am, 
and my guilt is as sure as God is in heaven. 

The next time she saw the devil was about half 
a year ago, as she went to Culross, she saw him at 
the west end of the coal-fold. 

Upon the affair of Janet Whyte, James Alex- 
ander being called, compeared, and declared that 
he never heard Janet Whyte threaten Jean Bizet 
in the least. 

James White called, declared tU ante^ but adds, 
that upon Friday was eight days, the Slst of July, 
he heard a great screeching when he was in the 
Craigniilhe upon the bleaching green, beneath the 
said milne, and heard a second screech much 
greater, and clapping of hands and laughing, about 
twelve of the night, in the green on the other side 
of the bum ; and it was observed by the bleachers 
to be all pastered, though there was no cloth at the 
burn, nor bleachers that night. Also, on the se-* 
cond of August 1704, Lillias declared before wit- 
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IMBieSy thai Gviaiel Andevaoii mvitodkw^ber 
hftwo an ibut Lunnani day, tbeaoFBii^ust btfeife 
the last burmag of the wkelies. Gvitfel detired bar 
to coma and ^eak wkfar a man th»e ; aoaaid]!^^ 
«be want m there about day-break, whese tharc waa 
a number of wkcbeB, some laogfaiog, aoom stand- 
ing, others sitting, but she came immediately SLWSPf^ 
being to go to Lammas fair ; and several of them 
were taken shortly after, and Grissel Anderson 
among the. rest^ who was burnt, and some of then 
laken that very week. She adds, that fUjpban 
Stirt warned her to the meeting at the Barnrod ; 
and the said Eiqdian was burnt afterward, though 
she had been no longer a witch than a month be.> 
fore her death. She added, that she knew few of 
them that were at those meetings^ especially the 
young sort, because they were masked like gentle* 
woBfveni and if Agpies Currie's heiart would &il, 
she could tell as much as aay> beiag in die midst 
9£ the meeting, where she saw her face by the blue 
low near Patrick Sands. 



Sederunt^ <Src. Minmter and Elders. 

Elspeth Williamson declared, that shortly after 
the last ccxamunion, there came a woman to h^ 
door, and bade her go east the way^ whom she fol« 
lowed the length of the church-yard, and leased 
upon the dyke, and saw a booioch of women^ some 



intin Ulfik ftdad% :vefe; flktin^ wiuTt ti^ jbentslBodf 
iSie 'iWDfein tfaal.oaUdd hev^ moi; abraigfat.to Uu 
BttiMaii^ and feU.idiq.in& iipoii ber : kneel, wir^iBftf 
flife unondeted; aU UArlacBedr tf theiteiiMit any fead* 
iqpxirwgiagafpsalm^aHKiogthem^aBdiphvD slid 
heafid.neh^, flat dnii^t ahe wad in die wmi^ 
place, and did not think the woman would, ham 
taken her to the devil^s meeting. She thought the 
woman was Mary Wilson, but is not certain ; and 
about ten at night,. 6onie time * afior,. a young lass 
came to her door, and desired hai^ to go westward 
a little, whom she followed, but knew not the lass, 
sbe, wciUt as» £ist west the towzl^ before hir, aitd Was 
^. the length €i£ the Gotietor sbetMune to Ihi^ we»t 
Mid of tSne tGiwii.; and wJAen abe was* 091^ irest ne«^ 
the.Grdlet, she saw a meeting of woami add eoqae 
tnen^ and abe stood al.a Bttk distance fcooi thetti 
iDkdfiaw.tbemi go thtmig^ Plbcr fdr. the apace :of 
ioaar m hour, and renoved insensibly .tiaatwavd &9ia^ 
ber, upon which she stide a^vay. ; . , 1 

lillias Adie eoafessed,. that after die enteired in^ 
to compact with SaUm, he i^ipeared to her sone 
kundred of times, and that the deril himsdf siibi^ 
moned her to that meeting winch was on the glebe, 
be oomn^ into her bouse like a shadow,, and w^it 
away like a shadow ; and added, that ahe saw £lfi»- 
lieth Wiibamson and Agnes Carrie both there, 
mslj Agnes was nearer the meeting than Elspeth^ 
•irihko was leaning on. the church<*yKrd dike with ber 
^bDw« She added, that the devil bade her attend 
anay mee^ngs that she could not attend, for ag^ 
and sickness; and though be appmred not to ber 
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when there was oon^Maiy with her, yet he iqppeaxed 
to htr like a shadow, so that none could see Ima 
but herself. At another time, she said, that when 
she lenounoed her baptism, the devil first qpoke 
the words, and she repeated them after him, and 
that as he ¥rent away she did not hear his feet on 
the stubble. 



August 9(Hh 1704.— -^er Prayer, Sederunt, 
Minister and Elders. 

It is to be minded, that LilUas Adie appeared 
before the congregation on the Lord'*s day, and 
bong called up by the minister and asked if she 
was guilty of witchcnft, she confessed freely that 
she was, and had Altered expressly into covenant 
with Satan, and renounced her baptism, the devil 
putting one hand on Uie crown of her head, and 
the other under the soles of her feet, and she gave 
over all to the devil that was betwixt his two hands, 
and she was come hith» to confess her sins, and i 

to get her renounced baptbm hack again. She al- 
so desired all that had power with Gk)d to pray for 
her ; to this the minister and elders, and whole 
congr^ation, were witnesses. . 
. It being rqxxrted, that Agnes Currie should 
have delated Bessie Callander and Mary Wikon^ 
guilty, of witchcraft ; Agnes being called, compeai^ i 

ed and declared,, that Robert Currie told her £ls- 
peth Williamson told him. that Bessie Callander 
and Mary Wilson, w^e witches. 



, fieorge Stm^mtt trnkwa^am^m^ pmiged itf ma- 
Iieem)d|iwtiid.c0iiiuei9 agsd &V yesis, maardec^ 
deponel^ thai Agnes Came sind. to him, FU tdl 
jam^ Imt you;inii8t ndt let aay of ycmt iUk ^now 
cf it:; 'he replied, I believe in Chriirt, I hope the 
desflitatfanD -power over me« Ha, ha, mid «he, 
the deini hath ^dhae wrtrng to many, and h^ may 
^Hvong your £aends or goods. Eilspetb WiItia»isoH 
told Robert Currie, and Robert dime told me, 
that Bessie Calinncler and Mary Wilson, are guilty 
of witchcraft. And this is truth, as he shall an- 

James Paton, soleainfy smroro, porged ^f midtee 
and pniiaicouiisri, aged hei^wea^'aaA IBS j^^eors, 
depones, he w;as ms/t roquRUig any thing of her by 
\f9j of ctMD&ssinQ of persons names to whicb elie 
assented in the mean time, bat Agi^s Gurrie satif 
to him, there are two witches in Newniilne, atl4 
one of tfcem is at the Bridgiend ; upon which I re- 
pHed> you must teH me, ibr I hafre a sisler th^re. 
Agnes ^replied, be: name begins wilh a B, Greotgi 
MaffshsiQ replied, is that our Bessie, she ans\^i«d, 
yon are eight enougb, it^s ^esAe Oalhuider. ' Ai» to 
the other person, she would not tell her nttne 4(t 
first, but said, she is be-east your house, but after 
owned the person to be Mary Wilson, but desired 
bun not to divulge it to ybursnodiertor nster, least 
-these persons do you ill. This is the truth, i» he 
ishall answer.— ^ot^a tcieuiia. 
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George Marshall, sworn, purged, be. ut mipra, 
aged 89. yean, married, declared, ut mtpra^ and 
added, that she said, ye are husbandmen, devulge 
it not, least your beasts get wrang; and sud to 
Alexander Drysdale, you go to sea, you have need 
to take head ; and she said, the other lived b&-east 
James Fatm*s house, but he going away, heard not 
her name. And this is the truth, as he shall an- 
swer. Cousa scienUa. 

Sic iubscribUur^ G. M. 

Agnes Currie assented to this in session ; and 
that Robert Currie told her, that Elspeth William- 
son told him these things ; and that Mary Canni« 
cbael in Linlithgow, b a witch. 

Bobert Currie called, compeared, and declared 
that Elspeth Williamson delated to him Bessie 
Callander, Mary Wilscm, and. Mary Carmichael, 
as witches, which the said Elspeth referred to the 
probation of the witch. 

The foresaid day, Lillias Adie said to the mini- 
ster, that the de:vil was angry that she went to 
church, and said, that she might do as well at home. 
Being interrogate if he was angry like, she said, 
that he never looked pleasant like.— And closed 
with prayer. 

Jugust 29/7», 1704. 

Lillias Adie declared, some hours befin-e her 

death, in aujdience of the minister, precentor, George 

Pringle, and John Paterson, that what she had 

said of Elspeth Williamson and Agnes Currie^ 
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was as true as the Grospel ; and added, it is as true 
as the sun shines on that floor, and dim as my eyes 
are, I see that 

It being reported that William Wilson knew 
something of Agnes Currie that was witchcraft, as 
also Janet Glass, they were called, and the said 
William declared, that about 24 years ago, Helen 
Johnston having overlaid her child the night afler 
it was baptized, and the next day he was lamenting 
the woman'^s case, Agnes Currie said to him, if I 
had been her cummer, I could have advised her to 
take heed to her child ; and also, that the said Wil- 
liam was de^red some time ago to bring some slyk * 
to a house that belonged to Agnes, and he answer- 
ed, that his mare was in the yoke all day and could 
not; Agnes stud she could not help it, and that 
same day his mare died in a stank. 

Janet Glass declared, that she came once into 
Agnes Currie's house, having something to do with 
Agnes, who in the time was baking bread, and 
broke three several bannocks, lying in three several 
places, and gave it to the said Janet, and she with 
eaUng the same fell in a fever. 



Torryhwrn^ 8d of September , 1704.— -4/*^ Prayer j 
Sederunt, Minister and Eiders j except Bdbert 
Baxter, John Weir and John Wardbxw. 

Agnes Currie being called, compeared, and con- 



• Thin clay or mud. 



\ 
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fioDted with Jataet QIbU; Jmtt flbdarcd^. tbi* 
idbout twdve yenni ag0» she brought hev dodt te 
her house, and Agnes was baking bMu), and Am 
broke Ihree several bannocks ibttt wete ia iliree.se- 
veral places, and gave h«r a pieee^ every hannndr^ 
and inimediatelj she took die fever. ; and she adds^ 
that she gave hnr a httle piooe of every, bannock) 
and it was all one soot of bsead. Janet deelaoea 
that she is* ready to sirearit; alqa adds,.. Helen. 
Lawson waa so used. 

Helen Iawsou being called^ dadared, that alo^ 
time ago, Agnea Cuiirie broke thsee aevnraliban. 
nocks, and gave bar a'{neee;€tf everyi one, but. die 
would not take the third pisoe ;. and.adds» that she 
te ready to swear it* 

Elspeth WiUiainaon being; bsbu^t in^. a^; in^ 
terrogate if she was^A witch,, she anairemd, tUat ahe^ 
would not deny thai. 

N. B.«-«-LiUiaa Adie wasibuaed wathin. the sco^ 
ttiark at Tonry buni^ * 

. « « * - • 

William Cose being called, oompeaied,. andr 
owned, that on Sabbath mogrnxg^ anno 1704^ it 
being moon-light, he saw Bessie Micklejohn, or the 
devil in her stead, in Tnines £halmers^s bark, then 
lying in Leith, and he doubts not but she saw 
him ; andadds^ that she had a green phiid about 
her head, as. he offered to depone. The sesdon 
considering that the devil appeared in her likeness, 
it was no proof against her, they judged it not pe- 

* Her grave is still to be seeu &t the west end of the town, 
marked with a large stone.— £d. 



txfsiATy to regfird that matter, aad thougbt Wi 
Cose should not be trouUed> it aj^eiriag he had 
iH>t Bporken it fitHH malice ^ noraocttttdberef mt^h- 
^araft'fbtmerijr. ' 

March dOA, n09^ 

Margaret Ramble called, declared^ that Hekn 
Key Mid, that whenishe heard Mr Logatt * dpeide 
Agaimi i{ie Kritcheis, «he thought that h^ Was dait^ 
and she had up her stool to go out of the kirk : 
Alto'dedared, that Helen Eej thremtraed to strike 
Mary Neilson. 

Jean Pearson dedared, that she heard Helen 
Key say, that she would strike Mary Neilson. The 
said Helen Key confessed what all the witnesses 
declared. 

As to the affair of Helen Key, Mary Neilson 
called, declared, that she heard Helen Key say, 
that she thought Mr Logan was not wise when he 
was speaking against the witches ; andshehadone 
unseemly expression tiiat is hot decent to be put 
on the records ; and when Margaret Humble re- 
buked her, she answered, it was not Margaret 
Humble^s part to speak in Mr Logan^'s favours. 



* The Reverend Allan Logan, the minister, is still famous 
all over the country for his skill in discovering witches ; and 
used, when administering the Sacrament, to saj, < You witdi 
wife get up from the table of the Lord,* when some unfaapp/ 
old woman would have risen, imagining she was pointed at, and 
it was well if it did not afterwards cost her her life. Daft or 
not, he was certainly a most wretched fanatic of the worst 
description.— £d. 
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but she would not express what Mr Logan said of 
Margaret Humble to her. 

The session having found her convicted of pfo- 
phane irreverent language against the minister and 
his doctrine, without any shadow of provocation, 
and of gross lying and prevaricating, both in pri- 
yate and before the session, and of threatening to 
strike a person because she had rqxirted her im- 
pudent, Godless, and scandalous language,— there- 
fore, they appoint her to sit before the congregation 
the next Lord^s day, and to be rd)uked after the 
afternoon^s sermon. 
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PUBLISHEB TO THE REAPER. 



The Reverend author of the ensuing Discourse 
haying married my near kinswoman, and being in 
this city in November 1700, in order to the settling 
of some of his afikirs. As we were disoourong of 
several things relating to the Htghlands and West- 
em Isles of Scotland^ we came to speak of the Se- 
cond Sight, reported to be so common in these 
parts ; he told me, that aa to the thing itaeU> it was 
most certain and undeniable, and that be could 
give' many instances of it ; as also^ that he had 
written a short Discourse upon that subject. This 
he promised to transmit to me ; accordingly, on lus 
return home, after a tedious and troublesome voy* 
age, both by sea and land, he sent me that Dis- 
course, written with his own hand, desiring me to 
publish the same after some of his friends here had 
perused it : which being done, I, at my own oon- 
veniency, put it to the press, but before it was 
finished; I received an account that the author was 
dead, whereupon I forbore the publishing of it, till 
I should get an account of several passages concern- 
ing himself and family, designing to prefix the same 
to the Discourse itself, which I conceived would be 
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acceptable tor hb friends, and not disp^ei^uig to tbe 
reader. And therefore I dispatched a letter to om 
of hia nearest relatioi^i and that wafi best aoqufunt* 
ed with him, and with the passages of bis hfe, that 
so I might thereby be the better informed* lo 9th 
swer whereunto, I received a paper oontaioing se- 
Teral memoirs, &om which I have collected tbue lot 
lowing account. 

Mr Joha Frazer^ the author of thia X^scoufse, 
was born in the Isle of MuU, in the year of our 
Lord one tliousand six hundred and forty^seven* 

His father^ Mr Ferchard Frazer, was bom in the 
north of Scotland, near Stratharig^ about the year 
1606, and lineally descended of the family of my 
Lord Lovat, but mediately of the family of Tober, 
one of the Lairds of the name of Fraaer» 

After he had taken his degrees at the University; 
and applied himself to the study of . Divinitys he 
was called by the Ushop of the ifiles (there b^ing 
then few learned men able to jMreach in the Iciab 
tongue) to be minister of the Isles of Teroe and 
CoU, (to which charge the deanry of the Isles was 
annext) He was the first master of arts that 
preached constantly there as minister of the p^sb^ 
there bang then there one £wen M^Lean^who 
was appointed to catechise and convene the people 
there being few or none, as said i% able to serve 
the cure ; but bcang therein he was very diligent in 
his ministerial function in. teaching and instructing 
them, leaving them fiir better than he found them; 
for at bis first coming, there were but three h^ 
taUe iientleitt«n of the name of M^Leaa that could 
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subfleribe their ofwn names, the time Mr Ferdiaid 
Frazer serv^ as tainister of the Isles of Teree and 
Coll, which were conjoined in one perish, may be 
collected from his epiti^h, written bj his son, our 
author, which is— 

Epitaphium Ma^tri Ferchardi Frazer Decani 
Insubrum ; qui oUit 14 die Februarii Anno Do- 
mini 1680. Aetatis 74. 

Perri^l et blandus ; mitis, gravis atq. benignus ; 
Doctus et Eloquii deterritate fluens : 
Pavicoves Christi pandens mysteria yetbi ; 
Exemplum vitas prsebuit ipse gregi. 
Luxfuerat populi lustris Ins quinq. peractis^ 
Sacradooens, sancto munere functus obit 
Hie requiem tumulo corpus capit, inde regressus 
Spiritus ad Dominum, qui dedit ante, volat. 
Mr Johannes Frazerus, decanus insularum. 
His mother^s name was Janet McLean, daughter 
to Lauchlan McLean of Coll, an andent family of 
that name and dan. His father, as he was careful 
to inatruct others, so he did not neglect his son, 
our author, but having fitted him for the Univer- 
sity, he sent him to the College of Glasgow, and 
committed him to the care of Mr William Blair, 
one of the regents there, who advanced him to the 
degree, of master of arts, between the twenty-fourth 
and twenty-fi£th year at' his age.* From thence he 
went to the Isle of Mull, and was cbaplaan to Sir 
Allan McLean of Duart. Thereaifter, viz. Mardi 
4lh 1 6^7^ he was mtoied to Mary Symsbn,- the 
only surnving daughter of cMr Matthias Syirisbn, 
some time«nnister of Stirlaig, who died Nmetaibef 



T^ TBS ^iS4^j>i;i^* 16S 

1664. Two or three years before his father's death, 
(being canonically ordained presbyter^) be was ad-? 
mitted to hi9 father^9 charge, in regard his fatber» 
partly by age, and partly by sidsness, was render- 
ed very unfit to serve the cure of these two islands, 
Teree and C0U9 a« also of IcolmkilPi which- was 
also annext to it, and at a greater distance ; bow*< 
ever, such was his care and diligence in the work 
of the ministry, that, by the blessing of God upon 
his endeavours, he converted to the true Protestant 
faith 84 fainilies in the Isle of Coll, (the laird him-^ 
self being then' ring-leader), that were deluded by 
Father O'Donald and others, his father not being 
able to oversee bis flock, by reason of his foreswd 
condition. 

His father dying in the year 1680, he served 
the cure thereafter, by constant and diligent preach- 
ing, baptizing, marrying, visiting the sack, and ex* 
erasing all other duties incumbent on him ; but at 
length, because his principles would not allow all 
the demands of the Synod of Argyle, his charge 
was declared vacant, and his stipend taken from 
him ; notwithstanding whereof, there being no mi- 
nister sent to oversee these islands, he went about 
the exercise of his ministry as formerly, being sup- 
plied by the charity and benevolence of his parish- 
ioners, who had an entire kindness for him ; but 
his stipend, as said is, was taken from him and be- 
stowed some other way. And thus he continued 
till about a month before bis death, which was on 
the SSth day of August 1702, in which he change 
fd this troublesome life f<n: a better,, leaving I^^ 
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hind him a desolate poor widow, with several diild- 
ren, both sons and daughters, as also a sorrowfiil 
people, who were now wholly deprived of a spirit- 
ual pastor, and of such a one as was every way qua* 
lified for that charge ; for he was not only a good 
and learned man, but was master of their language, 
being bom and bred up in the Isles, understood 
their humours, conditions, and manners of life, and 
l)eing a wise and sagacious person, compliusant, and 
of a winning deportment ; all which good qualifica- 
tions he was endowed with, as all which were ac« 
quunted with him, can sufficiently testify. 

As for the subject of the following Discourse, 
(commonly called the Second Sight) though I think 
it might be more fitly called the First Sight, (be- 
cause it for the most part sees things before they 
are), I shall not undertake to defend all the notions 
that he has of it, and whether they will agree with 
true philosophy, but shall refer that to others of a 
higher reach and deeper understanding than I ever 
durst pretend to ; but this I will say in his defence, 
that, considering the place where it was written, 
even among the remote Isles, vervecum inpairia, 
where he wanted the converse of learned men, and 
the benefit of books, two necessary qualifications 
for one that writes on such an abstruse subject ; I 
humbly conceive, that the great clerks 6f this age, 
who have the benefit of books and converse, should 
not superciliously undervalue him that wants them. 
However, although I shall not pretend to maintain 
all that he writes,* as to the causes, &c. of this Se- 
cond Sight, nor do I believe all the stories that I 
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have heard Concerning it, yet the thing itself, or 
that theare is such a thing as is commonly called the 
Second Sight, I do firmly believe, being induced 
thlel'^to by the-^N^ations that I have received from 
persQQs <^ known int^rity, apd i^ch as 1 suppose 
are wiser than* to be imposed upon, and honester 
than to impose fables instead of truths, upon others. 
Among the relations that I have been told concern- 
ing this subject^ I shall only single out one or two, 
and then I shall conclude. 

A noble peer of this nation being one morning in 
his bed-chamber, and attended by several persons, 
when his servant had put a new coat upon his Lord, 
a gentleman standing by, presently cry^d out, for 
God'i^ sake, my. Lordj pot off that coat ^ and being 
$$ked the reason, he replied, that he saw a whinger 
or pbinlord, stick in the ^reast of it.. The noble 
peer esteeming this as a mere fancy, replied, ^ this 
coat is honestly come by, and I see no reason why 
I may not wear it.^ The gentleman, still entreated, 
and earnestly craved, that it might be put off: up- 
on which debate, the noble peer^s lady being not far 
off, came in, and being informed of the whole affair, 
intreated her Lord to comply, with the gentleman'a 
desire, whiph he did ; mean time one of th^ servant^ 
standing by, desired the hufy to j^vfs it.him, and he^ 
would wear it . She granted his regiiest, wbo^ p^t 
it on, and ere night he was stabbed by a poinard^ 
in that very place which the gentlemap. had point- 
ed to in the morning. This relation I had from a 
very ingenuous and understanding gentleman, who 
was grand-child to the said noble peer. 
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I shall add another strange ttory/whidi I h%d 
from a r evere nd minist^ of the goi^, and my in* 
timate aoquaintance. ^Tis thus^In the y^ar 166tf| 
Alexander Wood, eldest boo to die Laird of Ne» 
ther Benhohn, in Angus, having ended his preati« 
ship with a merchant in Edinburgh, told Mr Jamei^ 
Walker, that (in the year 186S or 1609), he had 
been emjdoyed by his master to go to the Lewis to 
make up herring ; and being there, and hating a 
good tack of herring, their salt and casks wei:e idl 
made use of, and then they being idle, be began to 
fiet that his master had delayed so long to supjdy 
them ; and being one day drinking in a country 
house, and complaining, he went to the door of the 
house, and there fi^owed him a oountry man, who 
said to him. If you will ^ve mt a small hire, 111 
tell you what ts become of the ship you are bdddg 
for; and without more ado, he set his Soot upon 
the gentleman^s foot, in which time he saw the diip 
in a great storm, ready to perish, and the seimien 
casting out their lading to figtiteift the ship; but 
when the country man^s foot Wiis off his he saw ntK 
thing. The ship at that time was about 100 miles 
from them, and about 48 hours thereafter^ she 
came into the same harbour, and had h^en in ^e 
same condition he saw her in at that tinietbi6 dd^rtK 
try man^s foot was on his foot Itwoiiidbet^d^H 
10 add any more stories that Ihov^ had ififom j9ei^ 
sons of und<^bted veradty ; and therefore^ R^adety 
I shaD only subscribe myself ' 

Your bumble servant in all duty^ 

Akpbxw 



SHORT ADVERTISEMENT 



TO THE 



READER. 



Courteous Reabsrv 

Yoo may be surprised to meet with such an 
abstruse theme (handled in specie by few or none), 
from the pen of a person in my circumstances, ly- 
ing at a great distance from the Universities and 
centre of the kingdom, and consequently may be 
justly supposed to want that ordinary help of books 
and conference with the learned, that others may 
enjoy. 

In the^r^ place, believe that I am so far from 
affecting vain singularity, (a hateful vice in the 
schools as' well as the pulpit), that nothing of that 
kind moved me to treat of the subject of the follow- 
ing Discourses. But for my own satisfaction I drew 
up the following heads, and did not resolve at the 
first to expose them to public view, (justly fearing 
the censure of presumption) ; but I was, by the 
persuasion of some serious friends, prevailed with 
to commit myself to the favourable judgment of the 
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learned, (who might sooner commend my endea* 
vours than censure my fiulings), rather than sup- 
press such a fine subject, which probably might be 
more fully and largely treated of by others afler 
the perusal of this Discourse. Take this pamphlet 
then in the rude dress that I could give ; at least 
it may excite thy thoughts, if not to approve of 
what is here deduced, yet to propone of thine own 
a more satisfying method qf explaining this remark- 
able phenomenon, which is the genuine design and 
wish of, 

SlE, 

Your humble servant. 

The Author. 
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A BRIEF DISCOURSE 



CONCEKMING THE 



SECOND SIGHT, 

Commonly so Called. 



Many have undertaken to treat of the nature 
and operation of Spirits; as also of the various 
manners of divination among the Gentiles, (and but 
too much used among Christians,) Ukewise of the 
perturbation and deception of the fancy, caused by 
melancholy ; and very many speak in ordinary dis- 
courses of this called the Second Sight, and the 
consequences of it, but none that I know handle it 
in tituJo. 

That such representations are made to the eyes 
of men and women, is to me out of all doubt, and 
that e£Pects follow answerable thereto, as little ques- 
tionable. But I have found so many doubt the 
fl(iatter of fact ; which I take to be the reason that 
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SO little has been written of it, that I think it ne* 
cessary to say something briefly, that may put the 
existency of it beyond all scruple. If I diould in- 
sert all the clear instances that I have had of this 
matter, it would be tedious and unnecessary, there- 
fore I will content myself, and I hope will satii^ 
the reader, with four or Ave instances, as follows. 

The first instance is by a servant of my own, who 
had the trust of my bain, and nig^y lay ii^ the 
name. One day he told me he would not any Icmger 
lie there, because nightly be bid seen a dead corps 
in his winding sheets straighted beside him, parti- 
cularly fft the south side of the birn. About an 
half year thereafter, a young man that had former- 
ly been my se^Mt, fell daftgcsrous^ sick, and ex* 
pecting death, would needs be carried near my 
house ; and shortly thereafter he died, and was hud 
up a night before he was buried in the same indi- 
vidual ham and place that was foretold ; and im- 
mediately the servant that foretold this came to me 
and minded me of the prediction, whieh was dear- 
ly out of my mind till he spoke of it 

The second instance is after this manner. I was 
resolved to pay a visit to an English gentleman. 
Sir William Sacheverill, who had a commission 
from the English Court of Admiralty, to give his 
best trial tq find out gold or money, or any other 
thing of note, in one of the ships of the l^panish 
annad% that was blown up in the bay of Topper^- 
Mory, in the Sound of MulU And having conde- 
scended upon the number of men that were to go 
with me, one of the number was a handsome boy 



THB 8XCOKJ> SIGHT. 161 

that waited upon my own person ; and, about an 
hour before I made sail, a woman, that was also 
one of my own servants, spoke to one of the sea- 
men, and bade him dissuade me to take that boy^ 
along with me, or if I did, I should not briAg him 
back alive ; the seaman answered, he had not con* 
fidence to tell me such unwarrantable trifles. I 
took my voyage, and sailed the length of Topper- 
Mory ; and having stayed two or three nights with 
that liberal and ingenuous gentleman, who himself 
had collected many observations of the Second Sight 
in the Isle of Man, and compared his notes and 
mine together, I then took leave of him. In the 
mean time, my boy grew sick of a vehement bloody 
flux,— the winds tumM cross, that I could neither 
sail nor row,-<»the boy died with me the eleventh' 
night from his decumbiture,-^the next morning the 
wind made fair, and the seaman to whom the mat* 
ter was foretold, related the whole story when he 
saw it verifled. I carried the boy^s corps aboard 
with me, and after my arrival, and his burial, I 
called suddenly for the woman, and asked at her 
what warrant she had to foretell the boyV death ; 
she said, that she had no other warrant but that 
she saw, two days before I took my voyage, the 
boy walking with me in the fields, sewed up in his 
winding sheets from top to toe, and that she had 
never seen this in others, but she found that they 
shortly thereafter died ; and therefore concluded 
that he would die too, and that shortly. 

The third instance was thus. • Duncan Campbell, 
brother^german to Archibald Campbell of Invera^ 
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n geniktauili of nngykr fieij md cOaadkraUtf 
knowltdge^ ctfpeoisUj in Divinit j» loM foe a ilMige 
ibing d lAmaM. Thst he was al a time in Kkw 
tyrtf hating then tsome employnieai tberf, and ene 
momiog walking in thd fields^ he saw a dosen of 
mHk curymg a bier, and knew thean all but one^ 
and when he koked i^gain, ell waa vadidied. The 
lEorj ntftt daj, the satae eomjteny came the same 
wajr» carrying a Uer^ and he going to meet tbea^ 
Ibuad that tfaej w«fe but eleren in number, and 
that himself wng the twelfth^ though he did not no- 
tke it before } and it ie to be observed, that this 
geiitleman nisver saw any thing of thie kind befiM?e 
oi' aftst > tili his dyvAg day. Moreof er» that he was 
of such solid judgment anddefota eonyersaticHiy 
that hb report clesenres ait unqilestionable ciedit. 
' The fourth instatioe I had, to n^ great grief, 
fitmi one John M^Donakt, a servant of Lauohkn 
McLean of CoU^ vho waa then aewly returned 
from HeUand, hating the charge of a eafttain. 
Tbie gentleman came one aftmioon abroad to bis 
past-time in the fields^ and this John McDonald 
meetif him, and saw his clothes shining Uke the 
skins of fishes, and his periwig all wet, though in- 
deed the day was yety f$jat ; whereupon be told 
privatdy, eten then, to one of Coirs gentlemen, 
<bat he feared he should be drowned. This gen* 
tlemad waa Charles M^Leim, who gave^ me account 
ijf it. The event followed about a year thereafter, 
for the Laird of Ccdl was drowaed in the water of 
Xoeby in Lochaber. I examined botb Charles 
M^Iican and Jdm McDonald,, and fmui^ that the 



pradt^tbtt "wU m heUAd iw; and the mU McDo- 
nald ooiild pitxltteeno ofchor wailraiit» thftii that h^ 
foand mioh mgOB txetfatmAj befive toftvgD the Uha 
cnrentfl* Thin mm iildeed irat knoim to hove maay 
yuiatm of. tUn kiad^ but be vaa iKme of the ttrictef^ 
lifr. ' 

The fifth hMtanee k stiange, and yet of oertaki 
truths and kaawit to the whdk iidiabttanta of ihd 
Uand of Bi^, Ijkig in the latitude of 56 degrata 
90 miDatet; and lonfpiude 14degreea. There ncaa 
a t^iaiitia thiftiflland» a nalive, that waaafoUower of 
the Captain of Chmrannold) that hyed in a town 
called KiMoBan, the year of God ei^ty^ive, who 
told puUidy to the whole inhabitanCSy iqpon the 
lord's day, after divine serTioe^ per&rmed by 
Father 0<Baii^ then prieit of that piaoQ* that they 
should all flit out of that Isl^ and phnt tbemsdves 
some wheie ebe ; beeauae that people of strange 
and different habits^ and arms, were to oonle Ip the 
Isk, and to use all acts of hostility, as killing, 
burning, tidings and defovdi^ of women ; finally, 
to discharge aU that the hands of an enemy oould 
do ; but what they were, or whence they came^ he 
could not tell. At the first there was no r^ard 
bad tD Ins words; but frequ^ly thereafter, he 
bvgged of them to notice what he said, otherwise 
they should jnepent it, when they oould not help it ; 
^rhich took such an impression upon some o( his 
near acquaintance, as that aeyerals of them trana- 
ported themselves and their familiea^ even then ; 
•some to the Isle of Cannay^ some to the Isle of 
^Bnm. Pourten daya bsface the ene^By eaene 
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thither, under the conBumd of one Ma]or Fergu* 
son and Ci^ilaui Fc^tingetj whilflt there was no 
word of their ooniiiig) or any fear of them conoen^ 
ed. In the month (rf* June IfiSOy tins man fell 
sick, and Father O^Rain came to see him, in order 
to give him the benefit of absolution and extreme 
unction, attended with seTeral inhabitants of the 
Ide, who, in the first place, narrowly questioned 
him before his friends, and begged of him to re- 
cant his former folly and his vain prediction ; to 
whom he answered, that they should Sskd very 
shortly the truth of what he had spoken, and so he 
died. And withm 14 or 15 days thereafter, I was- 
eye witness (being then priscmer with Capitain Pot- 
tinger), to the truth of what he did ibrelel ; and 
bong before»hand well instructed of all that he 
said, I did admire to see it particularly Terified, 
especially that of the different habits and arms, some 
bdng dad with red coats, some with white coats 
and grenadier caps, some armed with sword and 
pike, and some with sword and musket. Though 
I could give many more proofs, as unquestionable 
as these, yet I think what is said, is suffident to 
prove the being of such a thing as the same in 
hand ; and I cannot but wonder, that men of knoW« 
ledge and experience should be so shy to believe 
that there may be visions of this kind administered 
by good or bad angels ; there being nothing more 
cefftain, thaii^ that- good angels suggested visbns to 
the piophetf of the Lord, befcffe the coming of 
Christ in the:flesh, and particularly to the apostle 
St John, after the aseendon of our Lord ; likewise 
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thatevUflngskfNMedtedvinoiMi^ atwdlwatkUble 
Toices,tothe4rafiikcpi!ophetoof Ah«b; tlie 400 
psophetft of the Groves, is itt little to lie daakted i 
it being as eaij, if not easier^ to imA «poM the 
si|^ as well as upon tlM bearing. We know bat 
too well, tbat neca^onucefs and magkians tbMu 
Belvesy have not only seen tbe shapes and forms of 
things, but likewiie have aUowcd others to see the 
same^ who had no skill of ttmr art. A ptecedent 
for which) is the Witch of Endor. 

I remembsTt about 93 years ago^ there was an 
old woman in my pavisb, in the Idt of Teree;, 
whom I heaid was aeeusComed to give lesponses, 
and likewise averiwdy that she had died and bee& 
in hearen, but allowed to come back again. And 
beeause she oonld not wm» toehoioh, I was at the 
paias to give her a visits alt^ided with two or three 
of the most inteUigent of my parish* I questioned 
her first whether she said die was in heaven; and 
she freely confessed she was, and tbat she had seea 
Jesus Christ, but not God tbe Father, or the Holy 
Qfaost; tliat she was kindly entertained with toftat 
and drink) and that she had seen her daughter 
there, who died about a year before ;-^that her 
daughter told her, though Ae was aUowed to go 
there, that she behooved to cone back and serve 
out her prentisbip on earth, but would shortly be 
called ibr, and remain there tat ever. She oould 
very hardly be put out of this opinion, till I eo« 
quired more narrowly of her diildten, if she fell at 
any time in a aynoqpe ; wUoh they told me she did^ 
and continued for a whole night, so that they 
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thought th«t she was truly dead; and this is the 
time she alleged she was in heaven. The devil 
took an advantage in the ecstasy to present to her 
fancy a map of heaven, as if it had been a rich 
earthly kingdom, abounding with meat, drink, 
gold, and silver. By the blesmng of God, I pre- 
vailed with her to be persuaded that this was but 
a vision presented to her fancy by the devil, the 
father of lies ; and that she might deprehend the 
falsehood of it ftom this <Hie head, that she ima- 
gined her body was there, as well as her soul, and 
that she did eat and drink, and was wfumed, while, 
as her own children, and the nagbbours that watch- 
ed her, did see, and did handle her body several 
times that night, so that it could not be with her 
in heaven. I did further examine her what war- 
rant she had for the responses she gave, which were 
found very often true, even in future contingent 
events. She freely confessed, that her father upon 
his death-bed, taught her a charm, compiled of bar- 
barous words, and some unintelligible terms, which 
had the virtue, when repeated, to present, some few 
hours after the proposition of a question, the an- 
swer of the same in live images before her eyes, 
or upon the wall ; but the images were not tract- 
able, which she found by putting too her hand, but 
could find nothing. I do not think fit to insert the 
charm, knowing that severals might be inclined to 
make an unwarrantable trial of it. This poor wo- 
man was got reclaimed, and was taught fully the 
danger and vanity of her jHractice, and died peace- 
ably about a year after, in extreme old age. 
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I Icnow assuredly, that Janet Douglas^ that was 
first a dumbie, yet spoke thereafter, who had given 
many responses by signs and words, and foretold 
many future events, being examined by Mr Gray, 
one of the ministers of the city of Glasgow, denied 
any. explicitor implicit paction, and declared freely, 
that the answers of the que^ons proponed to her 
were represented by a vision in lively images, re- 
presenting the persons concerned, and acting the 
thing, before her eyes. This Mr Gray exchanged 
several discourses in write with Sir James Turner, 
concerning her. 

By this time, you may see that this theme de- 
serves the consideration of the learned : First, to 
enquire how much of this may come from a natural 
constitution and temperament, when confounded 
with a flatuous or melancholic distemper ; and what 
influence an external agent, namely, an angel, good 
or bad, may have upon the organ of the eye and 
the fancy, and how far the medium between the 
organ of the eye and an object viable, may be dis- 
posed for their purpose, namely, the air and light ; 
and what connexion may be found betwixt the re- 
presentations made to the eye or fancy, and the 
future contingent events that experience teaches 
do follow thereupon : as for example, a man is seen 
bleeding, or sewed up in his winding sheets, who 
is shortly to be wounded, or assuredly to die. 

As for the first, all the learned physicians of the 
world know too well by experience what great la- 
bour they have to cure the deceptions of the fancy, 
especially in hypodiondriac diseases ; nay, patients 
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cAimot be perauiiM but tiiejr ace men, womes^ 
fbwk, aai fiMtr-lb^lMl btartt, wvUuiig dbroad or 
ki their cbambcffu fiddom il is, liial « man passes 
any great mi turbnleni femr^ vidiettt the trouble 
#f soaae sudi rspKaentaiioiia. It is netnoraUe, 
that a gentleman^ that had bees a great proficient 
IB physic himself, imagbwd at length that f here was 
a qui<^ frog in his faeUjr ; and after he had travel- 
led over a good part «f Italy, and conetilted wMi 
die doctors of Padua, yet could not be cured, or 
dissuaded He came at lei^^th to Ae learned phy- 
sician Platerus, in fiazii, who told him, that a frog 
by certain experience ia knowB not to live dbove 
three years, so that Ua distemper continuing longer 
than three years, eouM-not be caused by the fiog, 
that could not Kyc aa long. Moreover, l}mt his 
stomach would sMaigla tbe faog, and tliat the fiwg 
could not live may cpnai(ViraW< i time out of its own 
element the water; aoilmtiliepM|MMat and most 
specific medicines bong made uae of^ 4t w^ere a 
shame for him to heso dbsftinate. At last lie mas 
persuaded^ and 3us ftnoy sattafied. This etory is 
no less ranowned of what befell Aadreas Omander, 
a man teamed tn moat lan^uagea. When lie was 
aTQungnas^ and being ftmvbled wMi a qHartan 
^apue, a Uttie befipae Idbe <t he «eiiid not be per- 
waded that he was in thelioiiBe at dll, but ^lat Ii« 
was in a waod, and jauah awikated with wild leasts 
and eerpenta «iif aH Unds ; neither eouM he be pre- 
V4^ad with that^AiiswAafidse; tiUFaeiusCwdanus 
waa caUad fwp t» him, who cured ju» for die time; 
9o that he Jwew hia ifiienda that w*err «tftiiig beside 
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1^ bttD, and the chamber to be his own chamber ; but 

I after Facius had left him, he was troubled with the 

same opinion and distemper, even till the ague had 
quiet him. I have myself seen a neighbour of my. 
own, and my parishioner too, John M^Phale, that 
Hved to the age of fourscore years, a man that was 
truly very si^acious by nature; and though his 
sight was much decayed, the seat of his judgment 
was nothing touched; and as he grew weaker, 
merely by old age, without any remarkable distem« 
per, I. made frequent visits to him. One day as I 
was coming away fiom him, he told me he had 
something of consequence to ask at me, and desir- 
ed all to remove except his wife and another gen- 
tleman, that was a friend of his. This done. Sir, 
says he, I desire to know by what warrant or com- 
mission so many of my friaids, that are dead long 
ago, are allowed to come and discourse with me, 
and drink before me, and yet are not so civil as give 
me. a tasting of it ? I told him, that it was only the 
trouble of bis fancy, and his frequent thinking of 
the world to come and his friends that were gone 
before him ; and he replied to me very smartly. 
Sir, says he, I perceive it is the work of the fancy, 
tor sinpe I cannot see yourself, (for only by your 
voice I know you) how could I see them ? It was 
strange that he. saw ;tbem the very mean time that 
others were in the house with him, and asked seve- 
ral questions at them, but got no answer. And, 
for all this,, the seat of his wit was as entire as ever : 
moreover, this trouble left him a little b€f<M*e he 
died. 
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Many such illusions are fepoited of eranites^ 
caused merely hy tlie oenftimn of the bnme, bitd 
bj their Asting and miwho leii eme tamij wkidi I 
shall fiet tmuMe lAi^ reader wilh. 

If you iv41l Rfk h&w oenMh this t6 ]mus, lake 
mtioe of tke fi^wi^g sMriMl, y^mih I hmoMy 
offer to year oonsideration. Advett, in tlie jfral 
place, that Tisibie ideas, «r fancies, «i« emitted horn 
every visible object to the organ ef the eye; aepiv- 
scnting the figure and coiour of the obfect, awl 
bearing abng with it the propcMtion of die distance, 
for sure the objects enter ndt the eye, nor the in- 
terjacent distant tract of ground ; and a thinl dnag 
different firom the eye and the -object, and the dia* 
tant ground, must inform the eye. These species 
aare convej^ed to the brain by tbe optic nerra, and 
are laid up in the nrngasine ef the memory, other* 
wise we should not remember tbe dkjeot^my longer 
than it is in our presence ; and « remeaob^ing «f 
these objects is nothing else bnt the ftnciea review- 
ing, or more properly iJie soul of man, by the Anoy 
reviewing of these intentional species toPOusAy tie- 
ccived from the visible object unto the orgn ^ the 
eye, and reconducted unto the seat of iJie memory. 
Now, when the brain is in a sercme temper, dieae 
i^cies are in their integrity, and keep their rank 
and file as diey were received ; but when the hndn 
is filled with gross and fiatuous vapours, and the 
(Spirits and humour enraged, these ideas ore some- 
times multiplied as an army, by mist ; smnetimes 
magnified, sometimes misplaeed, sometimes con« 
founded by other species of different objects, per- 
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iapi hf hftlf and haif^ ao thai the fiinc^ has twc^ for 
mm^ OM b^gn* Ihaa two of kself^ and sometimes 
tbe balf of one and the half of another^ r^resented 
in one ; and this deception is not onl j incident to 
tlie flnwy, bnt evea to the external senses^ particu- 
larly die seeing and hearing ; for the.yisus, or see- 
ing, is nothing else but tkt tranittion of tlie inten- 
tabnat sfedes through the nyataUine hudoaour to the 
retiferm coat of the eym, and judged by the oom- 
Bion sense^ and conveyed fay the optic nerve to the 
fancy. 

Of this we have a ckar demonstration from the 
rep»eMitaU<m of extevnai objects through a cry^ 
stal in glaas, upon any lucid, smooth^ and solid re* 
fteetant, placed befom tb^ glass in a dark chamber, 
whi<di is one of the aoUest experiments in tbe whole 
^)p€ios* 

Nonty if these (qpeeies fonnerty repnved and laid 
ttpin the brain, will be reveraod back froast the same 
to the retifami ooat and eijstaUuie humour as for- 
merly, these is in effect a lively seeing and parcep- 
tion of die objt^ represented l^ these species, as 
If, de mm^ the object bad been placed b^ore tbe 
eye; for the organ of the eye had no naore of it 
before, than now it has ; just so with the bearii^g, 
it is nothing else bat the receiving of the audible 
ifiecies to that part <if the ear that is aooommodated 
for hesrinif, so di«t w4ie& the qiecies are retracted 
Irom the brain to their proper organs, for example, 
the ear and the eye, hearing and seeing are per- 
fected, as if the objects had been present to influ- 
ence the organs denpz^ And it is not to be thought 
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that thiB 18 a flingular opmioD, for Cardanus, an 
eminent author of great and universal learning and 
experience, maintains this reversion of the species^ 
and attributes his own visum of trees, wild beasts, 
men, cities, and instructed battles^ musical and mar- 
tial instruments, from the fourth to the seventh 
year of his age, to the species of the ol^eotshe had 
seen formerly, now retracted to the oigan of the 
eye, and cites Averroes, an author of greater re- 
nown for the same opinion. See Cardanus de eu^ 
tUUaU rerumpagina trecenieaima prima. 

And it seems truly to be founded upon relevant 
grounds. I have obs^ved a sick persim, that coia- 
plained of great pain and molestation in his head, 
and particularly of piping and sweating in his ears, 
which seems to have been caused by the species of 
piping and nnging which he had formerly heard, 
but were now, through the plethory of his head, 
forced out of the brain to the organ of the ear, 
through the same nerves by which they were re- 
ceived formerly ; and why may not the same be- 
fall the visible species as well as the audible ? which 
seems to be confirmed by the optic experiment 
Take a sheet of piunted paper and fix it in your 
.window, looking steadfastly to it for a considerable 
time, for example, some few minutes, then dose 
your eyes very strait, and place a sheet of clean 
paper before your eyes, and open your eyes sud- 
denly, you will see the painting almost as lively as 
they were in the painted sheet with the lively co- 
lours. This compression of the. eyes by consent, 
causes a compression of the whole brain, which 
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finces back die YisiUe qiacies of the painted didet 
to the organ of the eye, through the optic nerve, 
i9hHk will {Hresentlj ^raniBh, if the reflecta&l did nofc 
h^ to preserve them. You may see dieii hoir 
ttiieh of these represeDtatioas may be within ouiv 
selTes, abstracting ftom any external agttt cnr dbu 
ject without the eye, to influence the same. 

The second thing that comes under ooD^opatioii 
is, the influence and operation of external agents^ 
namely, an angel, good or bad* It is not to be 
denied, but good angels may he^ and dispose all 
our faculties, excite, elevates, and set them upon 
edge and action ; likewise, that evil angeb majf 
perturb, ccmfeund, and hurt, oar external and in* 
temal senses, (when permitted) particularly by stir# 
ring ^le spirits, humours, and vrnpovars, which of 
themselTes, when so stirred, hdp to make many 
sbt^)es and iwpresentations, either reguUur or ine- 
gular, (as has been ibrmerty observed) and withal, 
they can eolorate external ohjeetB fior beyond any 
painter, insenriMy to the beholder, r^pente ofpR^ 
atmdo activa poMtvU ; and that they can alter the 
medium interposed between our senses and the ol^- 
jects, by making it gtosser or thinner, opaque or 
lucid, is a thing not to be questioaed. For a dear 
proof ef this I 1k^ any rational man will aUow me. 

That even the evil angels, who were created in 
a degree above us, must have a more penetrating 
wit than ours is, and having experienced frcmi their 
creation, to this very day, and can be present to 
every experiment found out, or that is committed 
to writing by the art of man; and withal^ being 
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not subject to oUivion as man is, (for they have n9 
material faculty to be obliterated), I say any ra- 
tional man will allow me, that they can do as much,- 
and beyond what the art of roan is aUe to do ; but 
so it is, that painters can make one object more 
pleasant than another, distorted and worse favour- 
ed than another,-»that any smoke may engross the 
ur,— 4hat a cloud removed on or off the face of the 
sun, give way to the beams of it to illuminate the 
air, or to eclipse its light,— that vapours and exha* 
lations, from sea and land, multiply and magnify 
objects, mishapes and distorts them, and makes 
them of diverse figures, all in an instant, which is 
observable in hot summer days, especially in the 
end of the canicular days, for you may readily see 
about three cnt four in the afkemoon^ the same hills 
(providing they are situated at a considerable dis- 
tance from you) to be of diverse shapes, forms, and 
figures, dianging very suddealy from one shape to 
another, for exam|de, from a globe to a pyramid, 
from a pyramid to a quadrangular figure, && 
All which our ordinary multiplying, magnifying, 
and distorting glasses, produce. Moreover, that 
physicians can administer such medicines as may 
provoke a man to madness and rage, yea, to fantas- 
tic or hypodiondriac fits ; so also medicines that 
move pleasant and unpleasant dreams, by exciting 
the ibelancholic or sanguine humours,' raging or 
peaceable dreams, by moving the choleiic or phleg- 
matic humour. 

How much more can^the prince of the air do^ 
and his retinue, who is better seen in the nature 
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ef tl^^temeots and their oompcmiids ; who is better 
9teti in the nature of trees, plants, minerals, stdnes, 
the secret qyiriities of springs and fountains, riyers 
and lodis, and the influence of celestial bodies,* &c. 
«id who is better seen in the constitution of every 
man, his customs and inclinations, and his present 
state and bygone circumstances ; I say, in all these;^ 
he is better seen than any man, and can accommo- 
date them to his purpose beyond the grea^t vir« 
tuoses. 

- Let us therefore cdnsider, that an evil ai^l be- 
ing permitted thereunto, can muster in our brain 
the latent intentional species of external absent ob« 
jects, and can present the saiBe to the fismcy in the 
methods best fitting his purpose, andnot only so 'm 
time of our sleep, (for th^fi indeed the fancy sticks 
with mote tenacity to what it apprehends), but also 
when we are not sleeping, he can deduce these 
species by fencing them' out of the rooms or celts 
of the brain, to the organ of the eye and ear, and 
so of necessity a man either ntting or going in the 
high-way, will hear and see such things as these 
species do represent ; and seeing that naturally it 
may be done, as would appear from what is above 
spoken from the strength and f (nx» of medicines to 
operate upon the spirits and buaiQi^rs of man to 
work strange things, why may not a gpod or bad 
angel excite nature to it P or by an immediate im- 
pulse force these material qualities to the organs of 
the external senses, as well as they can move their 
vehicles, which are the spirits and humours. 
The third thing proposed was, the .cojm&don of 
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tofiie ifpraKiramoiui wiin loe iitiim coDeoogen 
events ihmt «re observed to ibUow tlieiiiy st for ea* 
cmple, a seoond taghted iiuui seee a windiiig riicel 
uftm Ub neighboar, or blood nminng down im 
fiase, shoulders, orarm^ heeonelodesthathemust 
die, or be wounded in the face, sboulden, or anm. 
If you will ask what w a i i a nt he has for dus, he 
win tsUy he has fimad by experience, diat whenever 
he saw the like of this, diat he found deadi or 
wounds to follow. Quaeriiurf then, what coimex* 
ion can this lepreientadoo have with an effect or 
contingent event not yet existent ? For answer to 
this, God, who knowedi all things, no doubt im« 
partelh much of the foreknowledge of things, not 
only to good angels, but also evil angels, for rea- 
sons wdl known to himself^ particularly that tbcy 
might give some true signs, and so have way to 
deerave in many things besides ; and though the 
ftgns foretold should surely oome to pass, it does 
not inftr that die doctrine of evil ai^els, and their 
Mes that th^ would surest to taankind, should be 
credited. This is dear from the 13th of Deuteto* 
nomy, 1, % and 8, verses, If there arise among yoix 
a prophet, or a dreamer of dreams, and grreth diee 
a sign or a wonder, and t^ sign or die womtar 
oome to pass wh^eof he spake unto diee^ ^9^^ 
k« us go after c^her gods, (which thou has not 
known), and let us serve them ; thou shalt not 
hearken to die words of that prophet, ot tlist 
dreamer of dreams, for the Lord your God piovedi 
you, to know whether you k>ve the Lord y ou^ God, 
with all your lieait^ and ^rriA 4U your soul. And 
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thb is very just with God when men give them* 
selves over to a reprobate and wicked mind^ and 
evil and unwarrantable practices, expressly against 
the Lord^s commands ; I say it is just with God to 
let evil angels or spirits delude them, and give way 
to these spirits in order to confirm their lies ; to 
appoint signs before hand, which signs, by God'^s 
appointment, may come to pass, answerable to the 
prediction. It may rationally, and very probably 
be concluded, that Ahab^s false prophets, in num* 
ber 400, have often foretold truth ; and this pur- 
posely by God^'s appointment, that they might be 
the better believed, and more easily persuade to lay 
siege to Ramoth Gilead ; and it is hard to conceive 
that Ahab should ^ve them so much credit, or they 
themsdves so extraordinary confident, if they had 
not had many truths suggested to them, and mpde 
proof of. the same to Ahab. It is not for nought 
that we are commanded to try the. qpirits, and that 
rather by Aeir doctrines, than their ogns and won., 
ders, or fair and smooth pretences. Thereforei 
suppose these evil angels to know a contingent fu« 
ture event, either by a revelation, or natural or 
moral causes, they may, in the method foresaid 
make the representation of them to the eyes or ears ; 
ais for example, an angel, good or bad, finds that 
either the lungs, heart, stomach, liver, or brain, 
are under such a consumptiiw, as may against such 
a time kill, a man ; or that be knows the secret opn- 
trivance of a potent party that is resolved to woun4 
or kill him, or that it is revealed to him it should 
be so (which may very well be, as has been above 
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liMed), he can easily lepment these beAnre hmid^ 
though the ermt ehauid toBow hot a cansUemUe 
thM thereafter ; he has no moie to do than to re* 
vewe the species of dbeae things firom a nan^s brsin 
to the organ of the eye. 

Here ariseth a question frooi what has just been 
said, whether it be more pcobi^e that good angels 
make this te|irese&taittoii (beeauee men baring this 
seeond sight are found to tell tmdi, and to be in* 
noeent in their lires^ and free of any paeciott, other 
implieit or explicit, fikewise free of any fraudulent 
d e m g n, and sound enough in the necessary articles 
of tbehr sidTatioa), or that it be done by etii angels 
for the trial of men and women, jnggiiag with their 
fancy and entensal organs^ and so have a patent 
way to tell lies among sonse tmlfas. For araniw to 
duB question, I sbatt not be ready positmly to Ab^ 
lenakie these things, but I humbly ooaonTe, that 
as the rtpr esu n t a tions are oft done by eiral angels, 
so l&ewise it is probable that it may be done by 
good angels. I caanot be so nncharitable to sevOi* 
rat men that I have known to be of ecmsidefable 
sense, and pious and good conTersation, as to con^ 
dude them to be ^Ten over to be ddudcd oontU 
nnaUy by an evil angel : Moreover, I conceive thai 
there are many good Christians, if they would ad«^ 
vert well, that have some seorsc tokens and signs of 
notaUe altO'atiOBs to come^ suggested to them be^ 
fore hand ; and that these signs^ some of them are 
common to them with others^ as dreaming, whidi 
are cAen observed to be compleidy fulfilled, and 
diat some of die signs and warnings are pecidiar to 
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signified ; as for example, I have certainlj Jknown 
a man, tbat when be found an unvoluntary motion 
in such a member of bis hodjy particularly bis right 
hand or right eye, that was sure that some matter 
pf joy would shortly come to his hearing; and that 
if he faufod the same motion in the left eye or hand, 
it signified in&llibly grief : And that which is more 
wondertul, the thing to come signified by these 
signs and warnings keeped an exact proportion with 
the continuance or vehemency of the motion ; if 
the motion continued long, so did the joy or the 
grief; if the motion was snell or vehement^ so was 
the matter of giief or joy ; and finding that this 
man 'was both agood man, and of a right penetrat- 
ing wit, and had art enough, it movied me to use 
fceadom with several other good men tbat had 
knowledge and sen9e enoi^h to examine circum* 
stances to a hair. I found wery many to acknow- 
ledj^ the very same thii^ yet signified by diffier- 
mt signs, ((which shows they are not a^gpia ruUum 
ndUt^ hut ^ insiihtiUt)^ which puts me in mind of 
Dr Brown^s obaervaJion to the same puxfose, in 
bis inquiry into vulgar evors, wihere he concludes 
several {Nresentaitimfi to be acted in us by ourtute^ 
lary ^igefe tbat have the obaiige of ixs4it the tiraa 
Mavk this, thoMgh the sy^ be diffisreo^ in them^ 
selves, yet taeacb particubur person, his own sign 
ia ,at91 sjgyuficattve of the same thing ; and why 
mil^t not tbia of the second s^g^ be oountod 
amongst «oe of these? J likewise hiunUy oonceivt^ 
tbftt jQpd might •conpenae the want ef rmecgr other 
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gifts to poor men, by giving them this minor sort 
of knowledge. But I would advise all of them 
that have the second si^t, to examine themselves, 
and to pray earnestly to God that no evil angel 
should have power to abuse their senses, because 
the devil still strives to imitate what Grod, or his 
good angels, communicates to his own children. I 
know that the common opinion of some philosophers 
and divines will be objected, and that is, that an* 
gels, good or bad, may condense the ur, figurate 
and colorate the same, and make it of what figure 
or shape they please, so that this representation is 
made by external objects in effect emitting visible 
species to the eye ; and consequently, that it is not 
the reversion of the species formerly received; 
though, as I have observed before, tliat good and 
bad angels can alter the medium in a strange way, 
and can work great alteration on the elements and 
their compounds, I think it very improbable that 
any created power can bring the air to that solidity, 
and actually condense it, colorate, and figurate it^ 
as to represent a man by a beast, or Peter by Paul, 
especially at such a distance as from one side of a 
chamber to the other. The miracles done by the 
magicians of Egypt is their Achillean argument ; 
but in short, I say, that what was done by the nui- 
gicians of Egypt, has neither been a ddurion of the 
senses, (as some would have it) mueh less that the 
devil could produce the creatures de naoo of con- 
densed air, and that for the following reasons: 
Firsty thence it would follow that Moses and Aanm 
were deluded as well as the Egjrptians ; but the 
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Imi^ is fidlfle, th&r^dre the first : SiamHy^ it would 
fi^ljqw^ th^ the faahiarting aDdfiramiiig of Adam^s 
tw|d^of:ckya wlis but a mean: act of creation iii 
c(«Dpe|iso|]^ of . tbefsie ) creattireb, if they should be 
ft$l]iio9ect e)id. tom^ 6f .condense «r, whieh is na« 
|0qaUy a flui4 eliwent» not.soieasily stigmatized as 
tlifLeartti. . I do. not .deny .b|it the devil can snatck 
4^ apd qi»<^ bodies frcto one place to anot^ery 
9pd that inseilsibly to the beholdiers, by presdng 
^^;Op^ n^ves^ ,as Frandsciis Valedus has ob- 
fprvMd in.bi^: Sw^a Fhilosophidy and I conclude 
frith lAJbrabam Cpuley, '. (no contemptible author) 
that the inAgipians of Egypt were after this man- 
ner served by the devil^ to imitate God'^s power in 
$he hands of Mpfites .and AanuL Mark, finally, if 
ijkiW^^ yfi^m/S^ Vka» of angelical power to take 
^Oldies c^ ^n^^ime . aiiv M^at needed them assume 
a^ch ipal^rial aqd eai^ly bodiM sm these angels 
.t}^t/cai|ie to Abraham imd Lot assumed? whose 
]l^pdj^ ppnld ,be touched and handled, and whose 
)^pc|)es were, not found, to yield to. the touch, as the 
|i|pfit^Qoodensed air must db ; and it is very consist- 
ing witl^ r^aspp, that the angds, good or bad, should 
rather fissume. bodies of the element of the earth, 
which is a gr?at deal more eaioly brought to the fi^ 
^re ^d fiishitm of a body, dian the air. Some 
c^irious spoit?) perbi^y may desire to know whe- 
ther this se<HMid sight be IierecKtary or pcopagable 
from father to son ; and I think no wonder that 
aqme wopld think wOf because ihe. sanative gift of 
the king^s evil is lineally traduced to the natu^ 
heirs of the crown ^f England ; and there is a whole 
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familj in Spoia^ that has a^Miiiiilite gii^ of CKMb#pH^ 
liculiu' diaeaaesy which gift it profiagiited ftmi the 
fathei^ to the son ; neidicr is it diminiahed or lugw 
melted by the moraIit|r or inoanopality ef the jier* 
4(His, as has .been observed by that ftunomi fihU 
Josopherand phynciaii, FrancisouB ValeriKii,'*4^feia 
lived in that, kingdom, and had time wad'^eippiMa* 
jiity to examine the truth of tins aflEnr. In dioit, 
I answer, that it is not propagaUe ftoai^fiitber to 
son, neither peculiar to any pcrtjeular fmtukjr ; ahd 
aiB I have observed many honeftt men^ fite of att 
soaodal that ever I coQU«kani,>tohav^it; sol 
have observed many vioious persons to bive it who 
foretold truth oft enough. ^ ' ^ 

Perhaps it may be doubted what should make 
this second sight more fveqaettt herethan in the 
heart of the kingdom ; I attswer, that it is the laek 
of observation and inquiry that it'ahoiild not be 
found there as well as here^ Secunio^ that it patsses 
uoder a great odium and disgrttee with the'inost of 
men, which causes those that see it,' conceal *iti 
Thirdly 9 I confess that credulity and-ignonMCe 
fpye occasion to evil spirits to jug^e more frequent- 
ly, than otherwise they would have done. But sure 
it is, that men of Kttle learning and education may 
be recompensed by notable presentations, not so 
obvious to others of greats parts. < I remember of 
a nobleman in Spain, that was deaf and dumb from 
his infancy, and yet was tau^t by a monk to i^)eak, 
and understand what was spoken to him, only by: 
observing the motion of his lips that epoke to him. 
Sir Kenelm Digby saw him, as he tells inliis Trear- 
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Use erf Bo£eSy and the monk that taught him, was 
a cousin of Frandscus Valesius. This was more 
than ordinary sf^acitj and do(nlitjr, and it is founds 
thiU; many dumb persons foretel many things before 
hand, and it is a hard measure to conclude all to 
be from evil spirits. In fine, as I noted before, as 
questionless Satan may, and often does, deceive 
after this manner, so it is as sure, it may be allow- 
ed, that good angels may finrewam this way, as well 
as by other signs and tokens, as Dr Brown observes. 

It is observed, that those who have the second 
^ght, have this representation at any time of the 
day, but indeed mare ordinarily in the morning 
and evening, and with candle light. 

The design of these weak conceptions on this 
sublime theme, is not to impose upon any man, 
freely leaving every man to follow Ins own judg- 
ment in things that offend not church or state, but 
that others of greater capacity may be stimulated 
to prosecute the same in a better method, humbly 
submitting myself to tiie judgment of my betters^ 
to whose hands perhaps this pamphlet may come. 
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